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uided by queries from the
Essential Principles, Practices and
Procedures, the School has selected
certain aspects of its programming and
academic coursework to highlight for
this year’s report. Given the date of
the School’s last report to the New
York Quarterly Meeting, the stories
featured in this report span from the
winter of 2021 to the present day. This
report does not aim to provide an
exhaustive summary of activities at
Friends Seminary. Rather, we welcome

Friends to visit the School to gain a
more robust understanding of this
place called School and what makes
the Quaker education offered at
Friends Seminary unique in a city with
a number of other educational options.
We hope later in this academic year,
we will be able to support in-person
visits on the campus, but for now, due
to the pandemic, we are limiting
visitors only to those essential to
programming.

Guiding Queries for Living into Our Mission and
Friends Testimonies and Practices
How are Friends’ values of service, simplicity, integrity, diversity, equality,
community, stewardship of the environment, and nonviolence reflected in
the life of the School?
How do these values influence programs?

CO-CURRICULAR PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Friends Seminary’s Center for Peace, Equity, and Justice (CPEJ)—the only stand-alone
academic department of its kind in an independent school that we are aware of—
supports student and faculty development of the core values of equality, diversity,
and community engagement, which reflects Quaker testimonies and their
accompanying legacy of activism. Staffed by four specialist practitioners, the Center
brings together academic, social, and cultural programs that contribute to wider
movements for social change. By connecting theory to real-world practice, the Center
stresses learning through action, and equips students and faculty with global
competencies that allow them to realize their human capacity to bring about the world
that ought to be. Through its programs and course offerings, grounded in Quaker
philosophy and practice, the Center seeks to connect ideas, resources, and people to
advance social justice, build inclusive, sustainable communities, and foster lifelong
commitments to public service.

National Search Yields Kirsti
Peters, Director of Diversity,
Equity and Belonging
After a wide, comprehensive, and
collaborative search, Kirsti Peters,
a teacher of social justice, a former
division head, author and
consultant to schools as well as
corporations, was hired as Director
of Diversity, Equity and Belonging.
Please click here to read the full
letter sent from Head of School Bo
Lauder on Friday, May 14, 2021.

CPEJ Staff

(from left) Leitzel Schoen, Kirsti Peters,
Sahana Mehta '16 and Annah Heckman '15

Renaming of Diversity and Inclusion Program
Under Kirsti’s leadership, the School has renamed the diversity and inclusion program
to highlight the focus on equity and belonging. To learn more about the name shift to
Diversity, Equity and Belonging (DEB) and its significance, as well as some of the DEB
programming offered this fall, view slides from a recent presentation to Board
members here.

Additional Staffing for Center for Peace, Equity and Justice
As the Center’s programming has grown over the last several years, the School
recognized the need for more staffing support. This year, Friends welcomed two new
associates, Sahana Mehta ‘16 and Annah Heckman ‘15. Sahana will serve as an
associate supporting DEB programming, and Annah will serve as an associate
supporting service learning and civic engagement. These particular hires, at a time
when all schools are feeling the economic pinch from unforeseen pandemic costs,
demonstrate Friends Seminary’s ongoing commitment to providing educational
resources to its community to further peace, equity, and justice.

Effort to Honor Black Composer, Harry T. Burleigh Succeeds
This fall, members of the Friends community and the Stuyvesant Square
neighborhood celebrated the long-awaited co-naming of East 16th Street between
Rutherford Place and Third Avenue in honor of Harry T. Burleigh. Burleigh was the first
African-American composer to win acclaim for his adaptation of African-American
spirituals, arranging them in a more classical form. He composed more than 200
works. He was the first Black soloist at St. George's Episcopal Church (across from
Friends Seminary) and would remain so for over 50 years. Additionally, Burleigh's son,
Alston, was the second Black student to attend Friends Seminary, entering
Kindergarten in 1905. The co-naming represented a community-wide effort that
included efforts by the Stuyvesant Park Neighborhood Association and Middle School
goLEAD students at Friends, who took part in a letter-writing campaign to the
Community Board to bring about this well-deserved and much-overdue recognition.
On December 17, 2020, the City Council approved the petition.

Honoring Harry

At left, several of the students, who participated in the letter-writing campaign,
stand below the new street sign. The sign is located at the corner of Third Avenue
and 16th Street. Pictured at right, Harry Burleigh.

Friends Celebrates 10th year of F.L.I.N.G
(Freshmen Lead in National Giving)
This Upper School event is traditionally held on the National Day of Service and
Remembrance and is designed to honor, through acts of volunteerism, those who lost
their lives on 9/11, their families, the first responders, and the everyday citizens who,
amidst the chaos, reached out to help their fellow citizens. F.L.I.N.G. has also served
through the years to provide an opportunity to connect new ninth graders and their
parents to one another, and to orient them to our School’s foundational commitment
to service and civic engagement. This year, 74 Grade 9 students and their vaccinated
parents partnered with the nonprofit Earth Matter on Governors Island. Earth Matter
seeks to reduce the organic waste misdirected into the garbage stream by
encouraging neighbor participation and leadership in composting. Their farm has won
national acclaim for its compost learning center and zero-waste initiatives.

Race & Stories Witness Theater | Student Service Learning Initiative
This past spring, under the guidance of the chair of the Performing Arts Department
and the Director of Service Learning and Civic Engagement, a group of passionate
Upper School students gathered stories of racial experiences from members of the
Friends community. Following a witness theater format, they then transcribed those
stories and turned them into powerful monologues on the diverse ways in which
Friends community members have experienced race at Friends and elsewhere. The
full performances are available for viewing here. To see the CPEJ community
resources that outline ways to learn more about race and practice storytelling and
story gathering as a means to foster deeper connections click here.

Upper School Students Receive National Community Service Awards
One hundred and twenty one Friends students were recognized by the United
Nations Association of the USA (UNA-USA) and InnerView in the fourth Annual
National Community Service Awards. This program, open to students across the
country, is designed to connect student service activities to a commitment to
furthering the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). “Youth efforts and voices are
essential to achieve the SDGs. These awards allow us to share our appreciation for
youth leaders who have invested talent and effort in the causes they care about,”
Rachel Bowen Pittman, Executive Director of United Nations Association of the USA,
said.“With a decade remaining to deliver on the SDGs, we are thrilled that these
students will be entering the workforce with meaningful community engagement skills
and socially aware experiences. We are encouraged that educators are including
community service and cultural engagement in the experience of their students.”
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Lobbying Efforts with FCNL Connect Students with Quaker
Activists Across the U.S.
During the spring Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) Lobbying
Weekend, Friends students and the Center for Peace, Equity, and Justice collaborated
with more than 500 young people from across the country who came together to
lobby over 140 Congressional offices to pass the reforms included in the George
Floyd Justice in Policing Act.
Students met with lawmakers on Capitol Hill requesting that they take swift action
against ongoing police killings and other violence against Black people across our
country. This bill would ban the use of chokeholds, institute a national “necessary”
use of lethal force standard, end the militarization of civilian police departments, and
implement other badly needed police reforms like “qualified immunity” reform.
During the virtual Lobby Weekend, which took place March 20-22, 2021, students
heard from a number of guest speakers such as Senator Cory Booker, an original
sponsor of the Justice in Policing Act, and Representative Karen Bass, author of the
George Floyd Justice in Policing Act. In addition to plenary sessions, students and
CPEJ staff participated alongside Quaker activists from across the country in a variety
of breakout workshops. All were designed to equip participants to be effective
lobbyists and advocates for social justice reform. Their last three appointments on

Monday, March 22, when they met with staff from the offices of Representative
Maloney, Senator Schumer, and Senator Gillibrand, were a testament to just how
much the students had gained from this weekend training sponsored by the largest
Quaker lobbyist organization, Friends Committee on National Legislation. You may
listen to Ananya '21 sharing her story from the conference main stage by clicking
here. Her segment begins at 15:00.
Over the last three years, Friends Seminary has worked to strengthen this aspect of
our civic engagement programming. Whether it be through in-school lobbying
workshops, Service Committee letter-writing campaigns, the CPEJ-sponsored trips to
Albany, or the collaborations with FCNL on Capitol Hill in D.C., Friends Seminary
students are finding their voices as lobbyists and using their capacity to call for
changes to public policy that would help bring about a world that ought to be. To this
point, students are seeing the rewards of their efforts. On March 18, the HALT bill
(Humane Alternatives to Long-Term Solitary Confinement Act) was approved by the
NY Senate—a resolution for which Friends students have been diligently advocating.
The strength and leadership of the Asian Culture Club this past spring has led to
multiple lobbying efforts with NY representatives concerning the provisions of
H.Res.908, Condemning All Forms of Anti-Asian Sentiment As Related to COVID-19
(Now H.Res.151 in the 117th Congress). Despite needing to conduct these lobbying
visits virtually, students were able to connect with Quakers from NYQM (Kathy
Stackhouse and Julie Finch pictured below) to collaborate on building a strong
lobbying strategy.

Teamwork
Students were able to
connect with Quakers from
NYQM (Kathy Stackhouse
and Julie Finch pictured at
left) to collaborate on
building a strong lobbying
strategy.

Sacred Ally Quilt Exhibit Tours Friends Seminary
Rev. Mark Koyama ‘84 and students from the Fiber Arts and Religion and Social
Justice classes at Friends Seminary hosted a live conversation from the Meetinghouse
about the Sacred Ally Quilts Ministry initiative. Mark shared his experiences in leading
a group of nine United Church of Christ congregations in this art advocacy project
which uses quilting to memorialize the final words of George Floyd. Students
interviewed Mark surrounded by the quilts live from the Meetinghouse during reunion
weekend last May while members from our community, including those alumni
attending Reunion 2021 joined through Zoom. This ministry shares the pain felt by the
Black community through the beauty of community art. Friends Seminary was pleased
to play host during the month of May to this traveling exhibit; sharing the intentions
of the artists—that when viewers bear witness to this pain, they may be moved to
become allies. CPEJ staff served as docents as advisories and quilters joined classes
to discuss the impact they hope this exhibit will have on viewers. To read excerpts
from Mark’s remarks, click here.

Art Advocacy
Rev. Mark Koyama '84, top
left, installs the quilts in the
Lobby of the school.
Students, pictured, at left
and above, bear witness to
the quilts and the words
stitched into the quilts.

Global Ed Domestic Trips to Focus on Renewable Energy
How we adapt to the next two decades of energy demand and infrastructure will
dictate the course of the planet for the next millennia. Through this global education
travel program, students are engaging deeply with the intertwining interests of energy
generation in this country, as well as the social equity issues surrounding them. The
year-long program will offer four weekend excursions across the Northeast—each with
a specific energy focus. During the year, students will also explore the possibilities of
clean energy generation right here at Friends Seminary; sharing their ideas with the
Head of School and Board as a capstone project.
For the first trip, students and teachers traveled to Niagara Falls to explore the history
of hydroelectric power, on both the American and Canadian sides of the river,
through guided tours and immersive experiences. Later in the year, their adventures
will take them to an abandoned coal mine and ghost town in central PA; to a working
nuclear power facility in southern CT; to a solar power infrastructure in NYC; and,
finally, to the largest offshore wind turbine project in the U.S., off the coast of Block
Island, RI. These experiences will address a broad range of queries and introduce
students to the technology, politics, past, present, and future of renewable energy in
the United States.

Community Changemakers Series
As a Quaker School, we celebrate the fact that so many of our
alumni remain committed to service and furthering peace,
equity and justice. The Office of Institutional Advancement
and its Director of Alumni Relations is helping to bring these
stories back to the community through this changemaker
series. Click here to access the first three stories of alumni
building off their Quaker education’s core values. A snippet
from Jordan Grant’s story is copied below.
Jordan shares that Quaker values and the skills he learned in Meeting for Worship
remain deeply connected to what he does, specifically his teaching style. “I come in
with a lot of patience and reflection and encourage my students to do the same with
one another, not just on academic work but on their social/emotional understanding
as well. I try to take my time as I go throughout the day, asking myself, ‘What went
well? How can I make changes? How can I positively affect my students?’ At their
ages (9-11), they are just beginning to understand who they are and put themselves
together.” Jordan finds value in another Quaker value: Integrity. “Integrity is
important at this age and these students can be interpreted in different ways,
sometimes it’s fairness, sometimes it's honesty. So we ask the question, what does it
mean to have integrity, what does it mean to carry yourself with integrity?”

Global Education Virtual Summits Connect Students Across 23 Countries
As part of the global education program at Friends, student representatives attended
a virtual summit: Envisioning the Future of Food and Society that connected them
with peers from over 23 countries. Participants explored their relationship with food
and learned key concepts around food justice. They explored how their daily
decisions can impact their communities and society as a whole. Over the course of
seven synchronous hours, participants had the chance to learn from guest speakers
representing a variety of organizations that are currently working towards achieving a
more just and sustainable world. During the Meaning Building Activity, participants
engaged with the concept of Food Sovereignty and got to envision how sovereignty
would look like in their own communities. In small groups, students were challenged
to bring their learnings together and work on a project that could later be used to
take action towards the causes that matter most to them, in relation to the Summit's
theme. This is the first in a series of summits that will examine global challenges.

ACADEMIC PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Friends Seminary education is an experience that evolves, grows, and changes every
year. We continually develop curriculum to expand upon existing academic programs.
Believing that spiritual, social, and intellectual growth are closely linked, Friends
Seminary stresses the importance of an education that supports the overall
development of the child. The following highlights demonstrate our commitment to
academic excellence that reinforces our Quaker core values.

Climate (EX)Change Storytelling Project from Upper School Layered City:
Urban Space through Art, Technology and Social Justice Class
The bustling streets of New York City, the rocky coast and sandy shores of Portland,
and the idyllic scenery of Oxford Hills all have one thing in common—climate change.
In response, Visual Arts teacher, Andrew Harrison, and Computer Science teacher,
Remy Mansfield, created The Climate Change (EX)change, a collaborative storytelling
project that brought together students from high schools in three distinct locations
(Oxford Hills, ME; Portland, ME; and New York City). Their Layered City: Urban Space
through Art, Technology, and Social Justice class created a venue for participants to
operate in small teams as collaborators, critical thinkers, and creators responding to
issues of climate change through multiple lenses. The students were challenged to
consider a number of variables such as the places, people, and ways of life that will be
transformed as the air, land, water, and access to food are altered and to relay their
findings in an artistic manner. Students were compelled to assess what climate change
sounds like by recording the audio of environments around them that identify
elements of climate change. They were then tasked with examining their peers’ work
and combining it to mix and match and build shared environmental landscapes
marked by video and audio recordings from different locations—a truly unique and
collaborative process. Click here to discover more about the curriculum with individual
group websites linked within.

Project-Based Learning in Middle School Science Featured in
Academic Magazine
Science teacher Victoria Ford has long
recognized the importance of experiential
learning as an educational tool. Her Grade
6 science curriculum centered on harmful
algal blooms incorporates Project-Based
Learning (PBL) pedagogy. In a recent article
published in Green Teacher magazine she
shares, "As educators, we need to prepare
young people to address current and future
environmental issues. One way to do this is
to use PBL, which incorporates teamwork,
critical thinking, problem-solving, and time
management skills. When engaged in PBL,
students are intrinsically motivated because
they are directing the project. They are in
charge of their own learning and that’s
empowering." Read the full article here.

Lower Schoolers Facing History
The American Migrations: People, Power, and Perspectives capstone fourth grade
project weaves learning from social studies, English language arts, library, and
creative art curriculum strands. Students conduct their research around one of five
historical American migrations that were either influenced by a government action or
had an effect on immigration to this country. Curricular aims are to highlight the
diversity of the U.S. population while also developing an awareness of the challenges
faced by often underrepresented groups. Alongside their research and writing,
students are tasked with identifying and annotating primary sources from the era and
explaining the relevance to the situation. To inject an element of hands-on creativity,
teachers tasked students to construct their own historical-fiction artifact to present as
a ‘primary source’ and describe its significance through creative writing.

Visiting Scholar Program Celebrates Black Excellence
A range of programs has been organized at the intersection of celebrating Black
excellence and pursuing antiracism this past year. One example is the School’s 20202021 Visiting Scholar Dr. Joshua Bennett, a professor of English and African American
studies at Dartmouth University, a scholar of Black poetics and cultural history, and a
poet and spoken word performance artist. Through assemblies, lunch discussions,
departmental workshops, and classroom visits, Dr. Bennett spent time in every
division and with all constituency groups sharing about the transformative power of
Black literature, both historical and contemporary.
The Visiting Scholar Program at Friends Seminary was created in 2009 to bring to
campus outstanding practitioners in their field to enrich the academic and artistic
experiences of our students. Head of School, Bo Lauder’s vision for the program was
for it to augment the curriculum by exposing students to scholars and artists who
would not normally be accessible to pre-collegiate students.

Professional Development to Support Faculty in Fostering
Institutional Belonging
Friends faculty and administrative staff reached another benchmark in a yearlong
study of antiracism. As a professional development speaker, Dr. Jackson Collins
shared takeaways from his research on the experiences of students of color in
independent schools. He offered insights on how to foster institutional belonging
through everyday interactions, curriculum, and policies. Friends colleagues began the
academic year debriefing in small groups their summer common read, Ijeoma Oluo's
So You Want to Talk About Race. Colleagues also heard from Dr. Keba Rogers, who
facilitated a transformative exercise on empathy, active listening, and antiracism. Dr.
Rogers encouraged colleagues to use the exercise in classrooms and office spaces to
help community members foster deep relationships across lines of difference.

Diversifying School’s Art Collection
Just before the pandemic, a student brought to Head of School Bo Lauder’s attention
that all non-student art hanging on our walls were depictions of white people or art
made by white people. The student explained how important it is for visitors of color’s
sense of welcome and belonging to see reflections of themselves in what hangs on an
institution’s walls. As an art enthusiast, Bo immediately took this as a personal project
and spent time during the pandemic combing galleries and the internet for excellent
works by people of color. As a result, we now have a print made by Gee’s Bend
Quiltmakers; a suite of abstract, floating etchings by Japanese artist Seiko Tachibana,
and a magisterial portrait of a young Toni Morrison, which hangs in our library. More
diverse art to come!

Hanging on
Our Walls

Bo, left, shows a portrait of Toni Morrison to
students. At right, a Gee's Bend Quilt print.

Friends Forward
Our primary concern during the 2020-2021 school year was to protect the safety of
our students, employees and their families. With that in mind, we endeavored to
provide as much continuity of learning and social development as possible.
Throughout the year, we prioritized in-person learning for our youngest students
because they were the least equipped to engage through remote learning
technologies and also the most susceptible to social and developmental declines as
a result. We were also mindful of the intense social needs of preteens and teens.
After careful consideration of campus density, staffing resources, and other safety
logistics for in-person learning, we operated a hybrid learning program with younger
children in person 4-5 days per week, Middle School students on campus 2-4 days
per week, and Upper School children on campus one day per week. When not on
campus, students engaged in both synchronous and asynchronous remote learning
and co-curricular activities.
As the 2020-2021 school year progressed, our systems of COVID testing and
contact tracing became more sophisticated, and we were able to increase in-person
learning for our older students. For the fourth quarter of the school year, we
increased Upper School in-person time to 2-3 days per week. Overall, we were
incredibly proud of the continuity of learning for our students and the community
connections we were able to sustain and nurture. This felt incredibly important to
many members of our community at a time when so many other institutions and
communities were on full hiatus.

Masked Portraits

Eighth grade created collaged self-portraits
in teacher Morgan Acheson's class this fall.

For the 2021-2022 school year, we modified our approach slightly to prioritize inperson learning whenever it could be done safely. Adjustments to regulations and
guidelines from some of the public health agencies that oversee New York City
schools along with all of the expertise and wisdom we accumulated during 20202021, and the increase in vaccinations allowed us to plan for an opening that was
fully in-person for all students. We have continued to rely heavily on COVID testing
weekly for the entire school community, we continue to wear masks at all times, and
as of Jan. 3, 2022, we are a fully-vaccinated community.
With the exception of several individual or small group quarantines, we have
managed to minimize the amount of missed school or remote learning for our
students. Due to our extensive health and safety protocols, and weekly testing
program, we are confident that the risk of on-campus transmission remains
extremely low.
There is no collection of policies or protocols that could have accomplished this
positive outcome on its own. Our low incidence of COVID this year says as much
about our community’s commitment to collective well-being as it does about our
careful safety practices and policies. The joy, energy, and gratitude from students
and parents that Friends Seminary has struck as ideal a balance as possible between
safety and in-person schooling is testament to our success on this front.

Friends is Family Fund
The Friends is Family Fund (FIF) was created by the School and reaffiremed by the
Board of Trustees in April 2020 in response to the immediate financial need of several
Friends families experiencing devastating economic loss due to the pandemic.
Grounded in stewardship, the School designated $440,000, and the Board approved
an additional $50,000 for a total of $490,000 to support families in crisis. Through an
intentional and accessible process approved by the Financial Aid Committee under
the direction of the Director of Affordability and Financial Aid, FIF funds were
targeted to alleviate food, housing, and technology insecurities as well as emergency
tuition aid for 2019-2020 and emergency tuition aid distributed in 2020-2021. A total
of 68 families (84 students) received FIF funding. A portion of FIF funds was held back
in reserve to ensure support for future emergency needs. Letters from grateful
families underscored the swift response of our School and deep appreciation for
taking care of our community.
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10/28/21
FRIENDS SEMINARY
Audited Financial Statement
Balance Sheet
Year Ended June 30

ASSETS

2021

Cash
Investments
Tuition receivable (net of allowance for doubtful
accounts of $404,000 in 2019 and 2018)
Due from NYQM
Other receivables
Prepaid expenses
Contributions receivable
Fixed assets - net
Total assets

$

49,299,726
41,007,397
82,606
17,504
86,061
160,234
2,546,258
136,501,577

$

229,701,363

$

3,957,496
1,733,546
26,763,009
41,241,988
42,762,914

$

116,458,953

$

70,836,080
42,406,330

Total net assets

$

113,242,410

Total liabilities and net assets

$

229,701,363

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued expenses
Accrued salaries and related benefits
Deferred revenues - tuition
Capital lease and accrued interest
Long term debt
Total liabilities
Net assets
Without donor restrictions
With donor restrictions

10/28/21
FRIENDS SEMINARY
Audited Financial Statement
Statement of Activities
Year Ended June 30

2021
Revenues, gains and other support
Tuition
Tuition aid
Tuition Revenues

$

39,032,760
(6,615,549)

$

32,417,211

Cafeteria
Building & Technology
Other Programs
Interest and dividend income
Rental income
Unrestricted giving
PA Gift to Annual Fund
Parents Association
Other contributions
NYS reimbursement for mandated services
Board designated fund raiser
PPP Loan Forgiveness
Total revenues, gains and other support

1,747,960
1,351,232
1,395,891
8,212,063
11,903
2,633,228
10,000
123,018
1,916,649
1,185,803
559,275
4,122,200
$

55,686,433

$

19,430,939
2,351,255
925,324
981,422
1,815,096
7,788,419
1,197,740
104,882
1,015,224
5,028,062

$

40,638,363

Change in net assets before appropriationsand other transfers
Inclusion of PA net assets
Appropriations, other transfers and Discount Adjustment
Amortization on capital lease building
Non- cash capital lease interest expense

$

15,048,070

Change in net assets

$

Expenses
Instructional
Instructional - administration
Cafeteria
Co-Curricular Programs
Plant operations
Administration and management
Development and promotion
Parents Association
NYQM Fees
Other expenses
Total expenses

Net Assets - beginning of year
Net Assets - end of year

22,994
(399,456)
(854,934)
13,816,674
99,425,736
$ 113,242,410

Respectfully submitted
to the New York Quarterly Meeting,

Isaac Henderson
Clerk, Board of Trustees

