
New York Quarterly Meeting, Religious Society of Friends  
Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business  

We welcome Friends in person at 15th Street Meeting House   
as well as remotely with Zoom/ videoconferencing  

 
October 17, 2021 

 
1pm-3:30 pm Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business   
 
Attendance: 
Clerk: Katherine Alford (Morningside)  
Recording Clerk: Sarah Way (Brooklyn)  
Brooklyn: 12 
Fifteenth Street: 16 
Flushing: 1 

Manhattan: 2 
Morningside: 11 
Staten Island: 1 
NYQM Office: 1 
Visitors/Unidentified: 18

 
2021.10.01. Our meeting for business begins at 1:03 p.m. Out of the silence Katherine Alford, 
clerk, shares the following reading: 
 
God has to undo our illusions secretly, as it were, when we are not watching and not in perfect 
control, say the mystics. That is perhaps why the best word for God is actually Mystery. We 
move forward in ways that we do not even understand and through the quiet workings of time 
and grace. When we get there, we are never sure just how it happened, and God does not seem 
to care who gets the credit, as long as our growth continues.  
— Richard Rohr, Falling Upward (p. 52). 
 
2021.10.02. The clerk welcomes everyone present in person and online and gives some 
technical information for the meeting.  
 
2021.10.03.  Friends approve the agenda.  
 
2021.10.04.  The Flushing Monthly Meeting Report is read by Jeffrey Guyton. The report is 
attached and accepted.  
 
2021.10.05.  The Manhattan Meeting Report is read by Gloria Thompson. The report is 
attached and accepted.  
 
2021.10.06.  The Staten Island Meeting Report is read by Ted Lochwyn. The report, including 
notes and suggestions generated at a discussion of the Concern for Quaker Living (CQL) 
recommendations, is attached and accepted.  
 



2021.10.07.  The Fifteenth Street Meeting Report is read by Carol Summar. The report is 
attached and accepted. Carol reads a separate report with notes on a listening session that was 
held on the CQL housing feasibility study.   
 
2021.10.08.  Janet Soderberg reads a minute from the Fifteenth Street Friends in Unity with 
Nature Committee asking Friends to be mindful of animal rights and the environmental costs of 
factory farming, and suggesting Friends consider a plant-based diet. Friends endorsed the 
minute and approved forwarding it to the NYYM Earthcare Working Group, the Climate Justice 
Working Group, and the Witness Coordinating Committee for consideration for approval by the 
body of the yearly meeting. The minute is attached.  
 
2021.10.09.  The Brooklyn Meeting Report is read by Joan Malin. The report is attached and 
accepted.  
 
2021.10.10.  The Morningside Meeting Report, attached, is read by Jane Alexandre. The 
report is accepted with an additional minute to be discerned later in this meeting.  
 
2021.10.11.  Ann Kjellberg brings a report from the Communications Committee, which is 
attached and accepted.   
 
2021.10.12.  Ed Elder brings a minute from NYQM’s Ministry and Counsel asking and 
encouraging each monthly meeting and the Cemetery Committee to consider a statement of 
Land Acknowledgement for Native Americans. The minute is attached and approved.  
 
2021.10.13.  Glenn Josey presents a minute from the Trustees regarding the proposals in the 
Concern for Quaker Living report, which is attached and received.  
 
2021.10.14.  Gloria Thompson reads a report from Manhattan Meeting responding to the CQL 
report, attached (on the second page of the Manhattan Meeting Report).  
 
2021.10. 15.  In worship, Friends considered the four recommendations from the Concern for 
Quaker Living group:  

● Create a detailed proposal of what could be developed to support older Friends' 
housing needs  

● Develop and maintain relationships between monthly meetings and one or two 
service providers for older people  

● Grow a more cohesive capacity to communicate with individual NYC Friends  
● Foster a culture of trust  

Messages reflect Friends’ care for our community and a commitment for finding the best way 
to support it. Friends are supportive of the work of CQL and the consideration of it by our 
monthly meetings. CQL is asked to incorporate feedback from our meetings and the body, 
including questions about the scope of the study. Friends trust CQL to move forward with the 
feasibility study and to follow quarterly contract procedures. Friends support CQL identifying 
service providers to support our community, as that can be accomplished in the short term. We 



look forward to hearing an update on the status of CQL’s work and further details of the study 
at the next quarterly meeting. The minute is approved. Maureen Healy and another unnamed 
Friend stand aside.   
 
2021.10.16.  Morningside Meeting presents a minute, attached, that asks the Quarter to 
consider a change in its policies that would allow the Quarter to apportion a part of its budget 
to the support of Witness to our Testimonies, particularly the Testimony on Equality. It 
proposes a new line in the budget for this purpose. Corona Machemer from the NYQM Great 
Lakes Africa Education Committee reports that their committee’s response, attached, to the 
Morningside minute is generally enthusiastic, suggesting some edits and additions to the 
original minute. Fifteenth Street Meeting‘s Peace and Social Justice Committee brought the 
minute to the body of the meeting, which approved the minute. Manhattan Monthly Meeting 
affirms support for creating a new budget line for Witness concerns. They share a request that 
we keep in mind global concerns. Flushing Meeting has also minuted its support of this new 
budget line for Witness. Friends request Ministry and Counsel to form a committee that will 
develop procedures for this budget line, including people from monthly meetings, M&C, Audit 
and Budget, and Nominating.  
 
2021.10.17.  Meeting ends at 5:16 p.m. with some silent worship.  
 
Attachments: 
Announcements 
NYQM 2022 – schedule   
Flushing Meeting Report 
Manhattan Meeting Report, including Response to CQL proposal 
Staten Island Meeting Report 
Fifteenth Street Meeting Report  
Minute from Fifteenth Street Meeting Friends in Unity with Nature 
Brooklyn Meeting Report   
Morningside Meeting Report, including a minute proposing a NYQM budget line for Witness 
work   
Communications Committee Report  
Ministry and Council Minute on Land Acknowledgement   
Trustees Minute on CQL Proposal 
Fifteenth Street Meeting Minute endorsing Morningside’s minute on a budget line for Witness 
work 
  

  
ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
Faith and Practice - 2020 revised edition is now available   
Copies of the revised edition of Faith and Practice are available to be mailed from 
the NYYM office. Copies cannot be picked up at this time. Complimentary copies 



have already been mailed to all Monthly Meeting Clerks, MM Clerks of Ministry & 
Counsel, and to all Prison Worship Group members.   
One revision is an important change to Quaker practice. The Membership section 
has been rewritten to include an additional path to membership. Previously, the 
only path to membership was via a monthly meeting. Now prospective Friends 
have the option of applying directly to the yearly meeting via the clerk of Ministry 
and Pastoral Care Committee. It is hoped the new path will better accommodate 
those who move frequently, cannot connect with a monthly meeting, or are 
incarcerated.   
To order your copy, contact office@nyym.org. The suggested contribution is 
$10.00 per copy.   
 

UPCOMING NYQM DATES:   
2022 NYQM dates:  
January 16th: Brooklyn Friends Meeting, Brooklyn  
April 17th: Fifteenth Street Meeting Manhattan [Easter]  
July 16th: Saturday, Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn  
October 16th: Flushing Monthly Meeting, Flushing   
 
 
Formatting instructions when submitting reports for our website:   

● ·  Use only a PDF format   
● ·  All files should be named as the following:   

o YYYYMMDD_Morningside MonthlyMeeting or   
20210117_CommunicationsCommitteeAnnualReport.   

● ·  incorrect example: 2018-10-28 Title of Document)   
● ·  Do not put NYQM in the document name.   

Thank you, this helps our office staff!   
 
 

































Trustees’ minute 
October 14, 2021 
 
Concern for Quaker Life (CQL) has asked each Meeting to review a study to purchase property. Trustees 
raise two concerns if this project proceeds as a project of the Quarter. Trustees request the following: 

1. If there is any proposal or feasibility study undertaken regarding development of a new 
property, it needs to include a detailed report on how it would affect the Quarter’s budget. 

2. Any proposal should include a feasibility study on how to manage the project including staffing.  

 




	20211017_NYQMMinutes.pdf
	20211017 Attachments.pdf
	2021_10_17 Flushing Monthly Meeting Report – NYQM.pdf
	2021_10_17 Manhattan Monthly Meeting Report – NYQM.pdf
	2021_10_17 Staten Island Monthly Meeting Report – NYQM.pdf
	2021_10_17 15th Street Monthly Meeting Report – NYQM.pdf
	2021_10_17 15th Street Monthly Meeting FUN Minute – NYQM.pdf
	2021_10_17 Brooklyn Monthly Meeting Report – NYQM.pdf
	2021_10_17 Morningside Monthly Meeting Report – NYQM.pdf
	2021_10_17 Communications Report – NYQM.pdf
	2021_10_17 Minute On Land Acknowledgment – NYQM.pdf
	2021_10_17 15th Street Monthly Meeting Peace and Social Justice Minute – NYQM.pdf


