
New York Quarterly Meeting, Religious Society of Friends
Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business

 Zoom/video-conferencing /  should be in  Prospect Park @ Quaker Cemetery
seventh month and seventeenth day, 2021

ADVANCE AGENDA
2021-06-30 in-progress

11-12pm: Meeting for Worship: Open Meeting for Zoom worship – Zoom link TBA
1pm-3:30 pm  Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business

*All Annual and Monthly Meeting Reports will be posted to the website prior to the meeting. 

*ANNOUNCEMENTS: Please submit to nancy@brittonfamily.org by email prior to the meeting. 
Announcements will be printed on the agenda, announced at the meeting and included in the 
minutes.

DEADLINE FOR REPORTS: no later than Thursday, July 15th, at noon!
Please submit to Kim in the NYQM office:  kcastaneda@nycquakers.org and/or 
newyorkquarterlymeeting@gmail.com

The following order for agenda items will change prior to the Meeting

approval of interim clerk and recording clerk (Nancy Britton, clerk; Katherine Alford, recording clerk

Joint Nominating Roster – consent agenda
Joint Nominating Report
M&C Annual Report
*CQL Report – action item
Cemetery Committee Annual Report
Great Lakes (Africa) Education Annual Report
Communications  Quarterly Report

Brooklyn Meeting Report
Fifteenth Street Meeting Report
Flushing Meeting Report
Manhattan Meeting Report 
Morningside Meeting Report
Staten Island Meeting Report

mailto:nancy@brittonfamily.org
mailto:kcastaneda@nycquakers.org


ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Faith and Practice - 2020 revised edition is now available

Copies of the revised edition of Faith and Practice are available to be mailed from the NYYM office. 
Copies cannot be picked up at this time. Complimentary copies have already been mailed to all 
Monthly Meeting Clerks, MM Clerks of Ministry & Counsel, and to all Prison Worship Group 
members.

One revision is an important change to Quaker practice. The Membership section has been rewritten to 
include an additional path to membership. Previously, the only path to membership was via a monthly 
meeting. Now prospective Friends have the option of applying directly to the yearly meeting via the 
clerk of Ministry and Pastoral Care Committee. It is hoped the new path will better accommodate those
who move frequently, cannot connect with a monthly meeting, or are incarcerated.

To order your copy, contact office@nyym.org. The suggested contribution is $10.00 per copy.

UPCOMING NYQM DATES:
2021 NYQM dates:
July 17th: Saturday by Zoom
October 17th: Morningside Monthly Meeting, hosting, hybrid meeting with in-person at 15th St. Meeting 
House

2022 NYQM dates:
January 16th: Brooklyn Friends Meeting, Brooklyn
April 17th: Fifteenth Street Meeting, Manhattan [Easter]
July 16th: Saturday, Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn
October 16th: Flushing Monthly Meeting, Flushing

Formatting instructions when submitting reports for our website: 
 Use only a PDF format
 All files should be named as the following: YYYYMMDD_MorningsideMonthlyMeeting or 

20210117_CommunicationsCommitteeAnnualReport. 
 incorrect example: 2018-10-28 Title of Document)
 Do not put NYQM in the document name.

Thank you, this helps our office staff!

mailto:office@nyym.org


https://statenislandquakers.org 

 
of the Religious Society of Friends 

 

July 17, 2021 

With great joy we have returned to meeting in person at ETG Café on 4th Sundays. It’s especially joyful to 

meet outdoors in the back yard (as pictured). We also meet at the beach 2nd Sundays in summer. Please 

contact the clerk for more specifics about the where and when.  

While we meet in person, we continue to simultaneously meet virtually. The sound on the visual platform 

doesn’t project as well from the clerk’s mobile device as it did on the phone conference set-up we 

previously used. Yet we like the visual element, so amplifying the sound is a technical objective.  

We’re still a small group – usually 2 or 3 are present at a given meeting, but for our meeting at the beach 

last week we had 4 in person and 1 more connecting virtually.  

We held one meeting for worship for business during the Quarter.  

 

In Friendship, 

 

Ted Lochwyn, Clerk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



June 5, 2021 

 

Consulate General of Japan in New York 

The Permanent Mission of Japan to the United Nations 

 

To Mark World Environment Day (June 5) and World Ocean Day (June 8) 

 

Dear Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, 

 

We, the undersigned, are groups in the United States. We are sending this letter to strongly 

condemn the recent decision of the Japanese government to release approximately 1.25 million 

metric tons of radioactive water from the crippled Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant into 

the Pacific Ocean. We would greatly appreciate it if you could share this letter with the 

leadership of the Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

in Tokyo.  

 

We are very concerned that Hitachi’s Advanced Liquid Processing System (ALPS) cannot 

remove all radioactive materials before the dumping, as the Japanese government has repeatedly 

admitted. The contaminated water stored at the Fukushima Daiichi is fundamentally different 

from the water coming from a nuclear power plant during a regular operation.  

 

The contaminated water at the Fukushima Daiichi is highly radioactive because it was used to 

cool the highly radioactive melted core of at least four nuclear reactors of the crippled plant that 

had meltdowns caused by the loss of cooling capability in March 2011.  Due to the ongoing high 

radiation dose at the facility – as high as 42 Sv/h in a reactor containment vessel that could kill a 

person instantly in addition to 5150 mSv/h in the reactor buildings - the radioactive water 

accumulated in the Fukushima Daiichi contains an extremely high level of radioactivity. 1 2  

Radioactive isotopes, such as tritium (H-3) and carbon-14 cannot be isolated from water at all by 

the ALPS. 3 4 Radioactive iodine, ruthenium, strontium, and other radioactive isotopes may also 

remain in the water after being processed by the ALPS. 

 

Last month, three independent human rights experts appointed by the United Nations Human 

Rights Council expressed deep regret at the decision of Japan in a joint statement, saying that the 

“decision is particularly disappointing as experts believe alternative solutions to the problem are 

available.” 5 They expressed their concerns that the dumping of radioactive water from the 

Fukushima Daiichi “could impact millions of lives and livelihoods in the Pacific region,” and 

such dumping “imposes considerable risks to the full enjoyment of human rights of concerned 

populations in and beyond the borders of Japan,” and “reminded Japan of its international 

obligations to prevent exposure to hazardous substances, to conduct environmental impact 

                                                           
1 https://mainichi.jp/articles/20190228/k00/00m/040/233000c  
2 https://www.tepco.co.jp/en/nu/fukushima-np/f1/images/f12np-gaiyou_e_3.pdf  
3 https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20210413/p2g/00m/0na/031000c  
4 https://read.fulmina.org/en/read/38-fukushima-radioactive-carbon-14-investigation-by-greenpeace  
5 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27000&LangID=E  

https://mainichi.jp/articles/20190228/k00/00m/040/233000c
https://www.tepco.co.jp/en/nu/fukushima-np/f1/images/f12np-gaiyou_e_3.pdf
https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20210413/p2g/00m/0na/031000c
https://read.fulmina.org/en/read/38-fukushima-radioactive-carbon-14-investigation-by-greenpeace
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27000&LangID=E


assessments of the risks that the discharge of water may have, to prevent transboundary 

environmental harms, and to protect the marine environment.” 6  

 

We join international calls for the Japanese government to halt its decision to dump radioactive 

water into the Pacific Ocean. We also request the government to explore alternative safer options 

of long-term storage at the Fukushima Daiichi or near the site to minimize the health impacts on 

people and all living things. Such measures will also protect the environment of the Pacific 

Ocean. 

 

Plans to dilute the radioactive water do not change the quantity of radioactivity that Japan will 

dump into the Pacific Ocean. Such radioactivity could accumulate in parts of the marine 

environment and living organisms through bioaccumulation. 

 

We are also concerned about the long-term impacts on the wide Pacific region from the dumping 

of such a large amount of radioactive water. The Pacific Ocean accounts for a large percentage 

of the world's fisheries, and many of the communities in the region are dependent on these 

resources. In addition, many of the states in the Pacific have long suffered from the effects of 

nuclear testing and illicit dumping of radioactive waste by wealthy nations. We must not forget 

that these communities have still been living with the threats of remaining contamination 

exposure, decimated environments, and generational trauma from nuclear testing.   

 

The dumping of radioactive water into the Pacific is also a violation of international law. The 

Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter of 

1972 and the London Protocol prohibit dumping of any concentration of radioactive material into 

the sea. 

 

Fukushima agriculture, forestry, fisheries, and consumer cooperatives strongly oppose the plan 

of Japan to dump radioactive water into the Pacific. Recently they issued a joint statement 

regretting that the government has made such an important decision on April 13 without their 

consent. They emphasized that they will continue to oppose such a decision to the ocean 

dumping until they were convinced that “not only the fishermen but also the international 

community and the people of Japan will be able to understand and formulate public opinion in a 

sincere manner.” 7 According to a survey by Friends of the Earth Japan to fisheries cooperatives 

in the six prefectures of Iwate, Miyagi, Fukushima, Ibaraki, Chiba, and Tokyo, almost all 

cooperatives also opposed the idea of ocean dumping. 8 

 

There are alternative options as solutions suggested by Japanese civil society groups, engineers, 

and researchers. These alternatives include existing technologies such as building large tanks at 

the site of TEPCO. 9 We were disappointed to learn that these alternatives and suggestions were 

not even discussed or taken into account. 

                                                           
6 Id.  
7 http://nonukesasiaforum.org/japan/archives/2154  
8 https://311mieruka.jp/info/en/mieruka-facts/fact-16/  
9 https://www.foejapan.org/en/energy/doc/210413.html  

http://nonukesasiaforum.org/japan/archives/2154
https://311mieruka.jp/info/en/mieruka-facts/fact-16/
https://www.foejapan.org/en/energy/doc/210413.html


 

We, the undersigned, call on the Japanese government to: 

 

1. Withdraw its plan to release radioactive water from the Fukushima Daiichi site into the 

Pacific Ocean. 

 

2. Listen to the firm opposing voices from cooperative organizations of agriculture, forestry, 

and fishery businesses and consumers in Fukushima, neighboring prefectures, and 

concerned groups in the international communities. 

 

3. Stop the repeated use of misleading phrases such as “treated water” or “ALPS treated 

water” to describe the radioactive water processed by the ALPS. Such water still contains a 

large amount of radioactive tritium (H-3) and carbon-14, in addition to other radioactive 

isotopes, such as strontium-90 that could accumulate in bones and cause bone cancer and 

leukemia.  

 

4. Consider and explore alternative options -  such as building large tanks using existing 

technologies - proposed by the local communities and civil society groups as alternative 

solutions to this grave issue.  

 

5. Understand your responsibility to properly educate the international community that 

radioactive isotopes such as tritium and carbon-14 from the crippled nuclear power plant 

cannot be isolated from contaminated water at all by the ALPS or any other known 

technologies. Such radioactivity will remain in the radioactive water that Japan will dump 

into the Pacific Ocean for the next 30 to 40 years.  

 

6. Acknowledge that characterization of tritium as harmless is reckless and counter to the 

science. Tritium is clinically shown to be more effective at damaging and destroying living 

cells than gamma rays. 10 Numerous studies indicate that tritium can produce typical 

radiogenic impacts including cancer, genetic effects, developmental abnormalities and 

reproductive effects. 11 Tritium can cause mutations, tumors and cell death. 12 Studies also 

indicate that lower doses of tritium can cause more cell death, mutations, and chromosome 

damage per dose than higher tritium doses. 13  

 

7. Ensure transparency and protect the right to information by promptly publishing all 

relevant data and information, both in Japanese and English, regarding the ongoing issues 

relating to the radioactive water accumulated in the crippled nuclear power plant.  

                                                           
10 
http://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/356082/6590573/1271634765367/LeakFirst_FixLater_BeyondNuclear_April1
82010_FINAL.pdf?token=feLszNy5SlZTvzMOiPdCImZ1h%2Fw%3D  
11 
http://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/356082/6736687/1272554001127/Tritiumbasicinfofinal.pdf?token=SxdS4hn
tm2CjyrYcDNSH0sfpxBY%3D  
12 Id. 
13 Id. 

http://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/356082/6590573/1271634765367/LeakFirst_FixLater_BeyondNuclear_April182010_FINAL.pdf?token=feLszNy5SlZTvzMOiPdCImZ1h%2Fw%3D
http://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/356082/6590573/1271634765367/LeakFirst_FixLater_BeyondNuclear_April182010_FINAL.pdf?token=feLszNy5SlZTvzMOiPdCImZ1h%2Fw%3D
http://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/356082/6736687/1272554001127/Tritiumbasicinfofinal.pdf?token=SxdS4hntm2CjyrYcDNSH0sfpxBY%3D
http://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/356082/6736687/1272554001127/Tritiumbasicinfofinal.pdf?token=SxdS4hntm2CjyrYcDNSH0sfpxBY%3D


 

8. Conduct regular public hearings and guarantee the participation of residents, mothers, 

farmers, fishermen, representatives of civil society groups, and third-party experts 

independent from the nuclear industry in the decision-making processes related to these 

issues.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Manhattan Project for a Nuclear-Free World 

Alliance for a Green Economy 

Alliance for Environmental Strategies 

Beyond Nuclear 

Brooklyn For Peace 

Buckeye Environmental Network 

Citizens Resistance at Fermi Two (CRAFT) 

Climate Crisis Policy 

Coalition Against Nukes 

Coalition for a Nuclear Free Great Lakes 

CodePINK San Francisco Bay Area (Golden Gate) Chapter 

Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety 

Consequences of Radiation Exposure (CORE) 

Don’t Waste Arizona 

Don’t Waste Michigan 

Eco-Logic, WBAI-FM 

Ecological Options Network, EON 

Environmental Justice Taskforce of the WNY Peace Center 

Environmentalists Against War 

Fukushima Fallout Awareness Network 

Fukushima Response 

Gender and Radiation Impact Project 

Georgia Women’s Action for New Directions 

Granny Peace Brigade NYC 

Green State Solutions 

Heart of America NW 

Heiwa Peace and Reconciliation Foundation of New York 

Hudson River Sloop Clearwater  

Multicultural Alliance for a Safe Environment 

New Jersey Peace Action 

New York Association for Gender Rights Advocacy (NYAGRA) 

Nevada Nuclear Waste Task Force 

Nuclear Energy Information Service 

Nuclear Hotseat 

Nuclear Information and Resource Service 

Nukewatch 



NYC Safe Energy Campaign 

Occupy Bergen County (New Jersey) 

On Behalf of Planet Earth 

Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility  

Peace Action Maine 

Peace Action New York State 

Peace Resource Center at Wilmington College  

Proposition One Campaign for a Nuclear-Free Future 

Reverse the Trend: Save Our People, Save Our Planet 

RootsAction.org 

Safe Energy Rights Group (SEnRG) 

Samuel Lawrence Foundation 

Snake River Alliance  

San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social Responsibility 

San Luis Obispo Mothers for Peace 

South Country Peace Group 

Stand with Okinawa NY 

Stop the Algonquin Pipeline Expansion (SAPE) 

Sustainable Energy & Economic Development (SEED) Coalition 

Syracuse Peace Council 

The Carrie Dickerson Foundation 

The Dubuque International Day of Peace 

The Ribbon International 

Traprock Center for Peace and Justice 

United for Peace and Justice  

Vermont Yankee Decommissioning Alliance 

Veterans For Peace Chapter 9 

Veterans For Peace Chapter 34 

Veterans For Peace Nuclear Abolition Working Group 

Voices for a Sustainable Future 

Westchester Black Women’s Political Caucus, Inc.  

Western States Legal Foundation  

Work That Reconnects 

World BEYOND War 



2021717 Morningside Report 
 
Morningside Monthly Meeting 
Report to the New York Quarterly Meeting 
July 17, 2021 
 

1.  Morningside Monthly Meeting continues to hold meeting for worship each first day 
at 11 a.m.  We meet in blended worship, with some Friends attending via Zoom, 
while others gather in person in Riverside Church, where the meeting room also joins 
on Zoom.  Meeting for Children is not currently convening. 

 
2. Meeting for Worship with a concern for business was held in blended meeting via 

Zoom and in person at Riverside Church on May 2nd, June 6th, and a called meeting 
for business on July 4th.  The next meeting for business will convene on September 
5th. 

 
3. Bible study continues to meet on the second Saturday of each month at 1 p.m., via 

Zoom 
 

4. Moving with Spirit met in blended worship in person/via Zoom in June; it will next 
convene in the fall. 
 

5. The Racial Justice Study Group will meet next in the fall; suggestions for summer 
reading and study have been circulated to the meeting.  The study group is open to all, 
focusing us on interrogating and understanding ways that white supremacy and 
structural racism have permeated and driven all aspects of life and history in the 
United States. 
 

6. Morningside is continuing its monthly workshop series:  a year-long exploration of 
NYYM’s Faith and Practice, focused with queries on how Faith and Practice might 
challenge the Meeting to be more aware of and committed to dismantling racism 
within Morningside, and how implicit or explicit racial bias might underpin some of 
our structures.  The overarching goal of this work is to deepen Morningside’s 
commitment to building a beloved learning community. 
 

7. Morningside welcomes new member Jon Mehlhaus. 
 

8. *Morningside Meeting approved asking 15th Street Meeting or Brooklyn Meeting to 
exchange the date of hosting NYQM:  from October 2021 to January of April 2022.  
This request is now brought to NYQM. 
 

9. *Morningside Meeting approved Robert Renwick’s nomination to NYQM 
Nominating Committee.  This nomination is now brought to NYQM. 
 

10. *Morningside Meeting approved a minute brought by the Peace and Social Concerns 
Committee regarding the proposed release of radioactive water from the Fukushima 
Daiichi nuclear power plant into the Pacific Ocean.  This minute is now brought to 
NYQM: 
 



Minute on release of radioactive water from the Fukushima Daiichi 
Nuclear Power Plant 
In 2023 the Japanese Government plans to begin the release of 1.25 
million metric tons of highly radioactive water from the crippled 
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant into the Pacific Ocean. The 
release of this water will have incalculable long-term impacts on the 
Pacific Ocean and beyond. The government will begin planning this 
release in September 2021. 
 
Morningside Meeting would like to request that the New York Quarterly 
Meeting join us in expressing concern about this dangerous plan and to 
forward our concern to the New York Yearly Meeting Summer Sessions, 
asking that the Yearly Meeting share this concern with other with other 
Yearly Meetings and Quaker Organizations. 
 
In addition, we would like to invite concerned Friends to join us in the 
planning of a march to protest this action. Our plan, still in formation, is 
to have a march in late September, early October. We will let Japanese 
newspapers as well as the local Japanese newspaper know about the 
march, hoping coverage might influence the Japanese Government. We 
plan to contact local representatives of other nations in the Pacific 
Region in that might be most immediately affected as well as Quaker 
and environmental organizations to see if they want to join us. If 
individuals are interested in helping to organize the march and 
communications around the march, please indicate your interest by 
emailing  
 
morningsidequakermeeting@gmail.com 
 
For more information on the issue, see the attached letter of June 5 to 
the Consulate General of Japan in New York and the Japanese Mission 
to the United Nations signed by some seventy anti-nuclear, peace, and 
environmental organizations 

 
 

Supporting material is attached, and also available on the Morningside Meeting web site.   
 
Jane Alexandre 
Clerk 
Morningside Monthly Meeting   
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STUDY ON THE NEEDS AND CONCERNS OF ELDER QUAKERS IN  

NEW YORK CITY 

 

 

 

DANIEL J. DEBRUCKER 

New York Quarterly Meeting 

Concern for Quaker Life 

April 21, 2021  
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Abstract 

As we age, the concern is raised about life in New York City, and for aging Quakers, the question is retention and 

affordability.  This study commissioned from the Concern for Quaker Life (CQL) was preformed asking Friends in NYC 

to complete a survey and attend focus groups.  The survey had 63 respondents and 20 Friends participated in the 

various focus groups.  This study explored the opinions of the Friends in the New York Quarterly Meeting (New York 

City) around the topics of affordable housing, transportation, health care, social activities, spiritual formation, and 

social services.  This study confirmed our thinking around these topics, with a clearer vision through voices.  
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Introduction 

 

This study was commissioned by the Concern for Quaker Living (CQL) working group of the New York Quaker Meeting 

(NYQM).  The CQL wished to explore how Friends1 across the NYQM region (Figure 1) can explore new opportunities 

for continual relationships with older Friends. CQL is invested in seeking ways to enable older Friends, who want to 

remain in New York City (NYC), to do so, rather than having to relocate elsewhere.  

 

Figure 1NYQM Monthly Meeting Locations in New York City 

The CQL commissioned this nine-month study to explore the following objectives: 

• Explore how the CQL might help provide for the care, well-being, and housing concerns of older Friends, 

• Identify and provide connection to resources that can meet individual needs, 

• Collaborate with existing community resources, 

• Provide greater opportunities for intergenerational fellowship through group activities throughout NYQM. 

 
1 Quakers refer to their community “members” as Friends. 
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Review of Literature 

A literature review was completed through the Boolean search method, using the keywords: “Quaker*”, “Quaker 

living”, “Quaker housing”, “Quaker New York City or NYC”, “Quaker quality of life”, “senior programs for Quaker*”, 

and “aging Friends”.  I utilized the EBSCO database, Columbia University Libraries and WorldCat database online 

services, as well as Google Scholar, and Acedemia.com.   

This search provided 32,761 materials referencing the keyword “Quaker*”.  Using the PRISMA Checklist2 to assess and 

review the materials, the list was narrowed down to zero materials that specifically studied the quality of life within 

the Quakers, and more specifically Quakers in New York City.  However, some other religious studies have been 

completed that look into religion and spirituality in relation to quality of life3.  While Quakers were not specifically 

mentioned, many of the issues and concerns that were brought up in this study were discussed in others. 

  

  

 
2 PRISMA is the Transparent Reporting of Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses checklist.  “PRISMA,” accessed April 12, 2021, 
http://prisma-statement.org/PRISMAStatement/Checklist. 
3 Mark Peterson and Dave Webb, “Religion and Spirituality in Quality-of-Life Studies,” n.d., 10. 



8 
 

Method 

 

With the COVID-19 pandemic, this study was conducted using an online survey (Appendix A) that Friends would 

complete.  Focus Groups were held remotely using Zoom technology.  Within the survey, Friends were asked to 

participate in focus groups of their choice4.  CQL set a goal to reach 175 Friends for their input into this study.  It is 

estimated there are approximately 500 Friends5 who are affiliated or identify as a Friend in New York City. 

It is worth noting\that many Friends’ opinions might change after the pandemic. Given the state of the pandemic at 

the time of this study, and with a fraction of the population qualified to receive a vaccination, many of the 

conversations were focused on how they felt at that moment.  Other studies that have been produced during this 

pandemic have shown reduced participation, as people are inundated with daily life challenges6.  

Survey  

The survey (Appendix A) was created by the researcher and site supervisor, with the final edits and approval from CQL.  

The survey was created using Google Docs, and the scheduling for the focus groups was done with SignUpGenius.com. 

Respondents were asked for their voluntary consent prior to proceeding (100% return).  

The survey asks Friends to complete twenty (20) multiple choice, and short answer questions online.  The researcher 

presented a web link to the survey, which was distributed through email by the site supervisor and members of the 

CQL. The researcher made virtual appearances and promoted the survey through attending meetings in all locations, 

except Flushing and Staten Island.  The clerks of all meetings were notified of the survey and focus groups, which they 

were asked to forward to their contacts.   

The survey became available to Friends on February 1, 2021 and closed April 1, 2021.  The survey captured responses 

from 63 Friends (N=63). 

Focus Groups 

As a component of this study, focus groups, or conversations, were offered for Friends to expand and have more of an 

open dialogue with the investigator and Friends.  Prior to organizing the focus groups, the investigator sought advice 

from published materials, and through a conversation with a professor at Columbia School of Social Work. The groups 

began on February 15th, 2021 and ran through March.   There was a total of twenty (20) events scheduled, with seven 

(7) canceled or rescheduled dates.  From these groups, we had twenty-two (22) Friends attend the one-hour 

 
4 This study follows all guidelines for participant confidentiality, and all records are secured in a password protected dropbox file 
with a destruction date of April 30, 2022. 
5 Typically, there are no “members” who are counted, unlike other religions who count membership.  Meetings do not keep these 
records; therefore, this is an estimated figure.  
6 Susanne Röhr et al., “Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Statistical Design and Analysis Plans for Multidomain Intervention 
Clinical Trials: Experience from World-Wide FINGERS,” Alzheimer’s & Dementia: Translational Research & Clinical Interventions 7, 
no. 1 (2021): e12143, https://doi.org/10.1002/trc2.12143. 
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conversations.  Each session was recorded by the investigator7, and each participant agreed verbally prior to the 

recording8. There were no objections. 

The original design was to have each night offer five (5) different topics.  The first night worked well, other than it 

required more staffing and technical training.  From that point forward, they became individual topic nights.  All 

Friends in NYQM were invited and encouraged to attend. 

Participants were asked in the survey which topics they were interested in (Figure 2).  While there was strong interest 

in Spiritual Formation, and social activities, it was affordable housing that drew a larger attendance in the focus 

groups.   

Figure 2Focus Group/Conversation Interests 

Note that from the 63 responses, 19 (30.2%) responded that none of these topics were of interest to them. 6% 

responded with other topics such as racism and ending zoom meeting. 

As previously mentioned, some of the focus groups were cancelled due to low or no enrollment.  It was anticipated a 

larger enrollment would occur, however, without having a master email list of Friends from each Meeting, it was left 

to individual Friends to pass the word around to attend the focus conversations and complete the survey.  

 

  

 
7 Recordings were saved to a dropbox account with the only access granted to the investigator.  These digital records will be 
destroyed on April 30, 2022 (1-year).  
8 Friends who disagreed with consenting to videotaping were kindly asked to leave the session.  
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Data Analysis  

(N=63) Unknown Sample Size (Approximately 500) 

The demographics reported that most of the participants are white, while 2% identified as mixed race and 2% 

identified as other (figure 2).  44% of the respondents are married, with 27% being single, 15% indicated with are 

widowed with the remining 14% reporting other or not reporting a status. (figure 3) 

 

Figure 3 Ethnicity (N=50) 

 

Figure 4 Marital Status 
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Figure 5 Preferred Pronouns 

Figure 5 (above) shows the breakdown of pronoun identity.  And figure 6 (below) shows that 43% of the respondents 

are retired, with 27% working full-time.  2% responded as student status, with 6% doing unpaid work from home.  

 

Figure 6 Primary Employment Type 

We asked how satisfied Friends are in their current living situation.  55 (87.3%) stated they were happy, with four 

(6.3%) stating no. There were four (6.3%) who claimed other reactions (Figure 7) 

Prefered Pronouns (N=63)

She/Her/Hers He/Him/His She/They

Other No preference
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Figure 7Satisfaction with current living situation 

We asked: If given the opportunity to move into supportive housing, operated by the Quakers, possibly in another 

borough.  Would this appeal to you?   Friends responded with 17 (27%) yes, 20 (31.7% no, and 26 (41.3) responded 

“maybe” (Figure 8).    

 

Figure 8 Supportive Housing  

Spiritual Formation 

During the focus groups, this conversation was not well attended with some being cancelled due to low or no 

attendance.  The one larger attendance conversations seemed a little confusing as to how this question was formed, 

and what I was looking for.  The intention was to discuss how spiritual formation fit with their lives, and, how, if any, 

could NYQM become involved in this.  A vast majority spoke of their meeting being enough of the support for spiritual 

formation.  One small group organically grew from this discussion, and it was with Friends from the area, and not one 

meeting.  
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It was discussed that Friends are not always connected to individuals who are homebound, hospitalized, or ill.  The 

question arose around care teams, or some way of providing support to those who are facing challenging times.  This 

aspect of the discussion was brought back to the meeting level, and to work closer with their meetings’ leadership. 

Social Activities 

We held discussions around social activities, looking into how or if NYQM could be more active in supporting social 

activities.  Some great ideas, such a small group events were brought up, however, it appeared that this would benefit 

more at the meeting level.  This conversation topic was not vastly attended, and most were canceled due to low or no 

registrations.  

Affordable Housing 

We asked Friends in this focus group, hypothetically, if the Quakers were to develop housing that was owned and 

operated by the Quakers for the Friends of NYQM, would this benefit them, and what amenities and services would be 

required to meet their needs, or not be met by developing affordable housing. 

Many Friends, who attended, commented on what amenities, in and outside the facility, would be available such as in-

unit laundry, entertainment, parks/nature, accessible transportation (Subway station with elevator).  The survey 

asked: How important is your physical proximity to your Meeting location?  Out of 63 (N=63) responses, 27% states 

that it is most important, with 31% reporting middle of the spectrum and 3% stating that it was not that important.  

Additionally, we asked “is it important for you to have access to parks and green space?”.  With the same 63 

respondents, 96.8% stated that it is most important, with 2% stating that it was not that important, or indifferent.   

During the conversations, many Friends raised comments, such as: “What is affordable housing mean from the 

Quakers viewpoint”, “Wouldn’t it be wiser to pay for independent apartments rather than invest in one structure”, “I 

like where I live, but I know someday I might not be able to live here, will there be a spot for me in the future”.  Other 

comments made: “I support the idea of Quaker housing for senior citizens.  I am currently middle aged and like my 

living situation”.  One comment that was raised deserves some attention: “…while we moved out of NYC, this was 

largely due to cost of housing.  We are interested in options for disabled/ elder housing with Friends”.  

Overall impressions from the focus group conversations is that there is interest in learning more about what 

affordable housing options might look like if the Quakers were to operate such a program.  There were some concerns 

about location, and relocation.  One comment was made that relocating is more work than adjusting their own living 

space, as finding new doctors, pharmacies, stores, etc. takes time and creates added stress.  Later in this report I will 

discuss transportation, and how that incorporates into the affordable housing category.   

Other questions that were asked on the survey that fit into the affordable housing category are: Do you have access to 

healthy food options? From the 63 responses, 98% stated yes, with 1% stating maybe.  It was also asked: “Do you feel 

like you have adequate access to your faith community? Out of 63 responses, 83% stated yes, with 13% stating no, and 

5% answered maybe.  Some Friends raised concerns about the design of the apartments, would it have accessible 
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showers, will it be designed for privacy if I have a live-in caretaker”, “Please have accessible laundry facilities”, and 

there were several comments about having pet friendly apartments for their pets. 

 

Transportation 

 

We were interested in the topics around transportation.  Given that New York City has a large mass transit operation, 

it comes with challenges.  Some Friends pointed out that many of the stations have not become accessible for many 

who are unable to use the stairs.  While MTA is addressing this concern9, it is not at any great speed for the concerns 

of today.  There was one concern brought up regarding transportation at the Cemetery, as it is difficult to walk a great 

distance. 

 

 

Social Services & Health Care 

 

These topics were not well attended, most were cancelled due to no registration.  Some comments that were received 

were around housing and would health care become available if moving into Quaker housing.  Concerns were also 

raised regarding losing health care providers if they moved, and the challenges in re-establishing with another 

provider, pharmacy, etc.  

There were no discussions held on social services.     

  

 
9 “MTA Accessibility,” MTA, accessed April 16, 2021, https://new.mta.info/accessibility. 
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Summary of the Action Plan 

The CQL tasked the investigator with three action steps bullet points to address while completing this project.   

• Conduct focus groups 

o There were twenty (20) focus groups arranged between February and March 2021.  There was a total 

of twelve (12) that were conducted.  The remainder were cancelled due to low attendance.  

o The focus groups were designed as multi-generational, inter-Meeting and held at various times to 

reach Friends at their best availability.   

o Member contacts were not made available to the investigator.  The Quarterly assisted with sending 

mass emails to each clerk, and CQL was asked to forward the emails with invitations to the focus 

groups and survey out on multiple occasions.  

o Each focus group was recorded by the investigator and has been securely stored in a password 

protected drop box account.  Each focus group recording was transcribed and these documents are 

stored in the same drop box account.  These records will remain confidential, per the consent that 

each Friend agreed to prior to participation.  On April 20, 2022, following research standards, these 

documents and recordings will be destroyed.  

o The survey and focus group recordings and transcripts were analyzed, and are being detailed in this 

report. 

▪ Through the analyzation of these records, there was no new information gained on outside 

resources that Friends need at this time. 

o Contact with Friends without email contact information was attempted, with some responses.   

• Create tentative programs to address identified needs, (possible issues)  

o There were no significant needs addressed by friends to create specific groups.  There was one group 

that organically formed from one of the focus groups.   

o This investigator understands that Friends, in general, rarely discuss personal finances, health, medical 

or other issues that would raise concern.  While Friends were open to complete the survey, the 

conversation groups around health care and social services were not well attended. 

o This investigator witnessed that many of the conversation groups were focusing on their own 

individual Meeting, and not as a wider community, outside of advocacy efforts.  When NYQM wide 

events or groups were discussed, there was extraordinarily little enthusiasm around those ideas, as 

each Meeting has their own programs that meet the needs of their community.  

• Develop database of resources  

o With the density and everchanging community of New York City, this investigator does not 

recommend having a separate database for social services or other resources to be managed by 
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NYQM, as this list would need immediate and expedited maintenance.  Therefore, it is recommended 

that NYQM, and Meetings, utilize the 311 free information service offered by New York City.   This 

database is constantly changing and updated as the information changes.  It would provide more 

accurate information, and is easy to access for Friends who are not computer savvy or would rather 

talk to a person, rather than attempting to find resources from keyword searches. 
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Conclusion and Recommendations 

In conducting this study, it became obvious to this investigator the difficulty in surveying Quakers.  This could be 

because of COVID-19, or because Quaker’s believe in helping others before themselves.  Some logistical challenges 

were promoting and connecting with Friends to complete the survey.  Out of a possible 500 Friends in the NYC region, 

this survey was completed by 63 Friends, and approximately 20 Friends attended the focus groups, with many of the 

attendees being members of the CQL.  NYQM is without a central communication network.  Many of the meetings, 

and the NYQM leadership emailed and posted information regarding the survey.  It is speculated that in person 

worship would have helped with having this survey completed by more Friends.   

The CQL, and the investigator anticipated that many of the Friends would be receptive to discussions around 

affordable housing, transportation, and health care concerns. The conclusion of this study did not produce any new 

information than we already had anticipated.  Outside of Affordable Housing and Transportation, many of the 

conversations focused more on what the individual meetings were doing, or not doing, in relation to the topic.  When 

it was asked how NYQM would be beneficial for these topics, there was not much input.   

Transportation topic was discussed and resulted in many suggesting the social justice groups of NYQM become 

involved, possibly deeper, into MTA and other transportation issues.  The growing concern is accessibility for any 

person who is experiencing mobility concerns, including those who use the Subway for shopping, etc., where an 

elevator would benefit their experience.  

This study allowed more conversations around the housing project, and how Friends would receive this.  This report 

recommends the following concepts to continue further study and conversations: 

Deeper study on the Quaker Housing idea.  Especially in the areas of cost, neighborhood conveniences, 

integrations into the community, transportation, and qualifications for renting.   

Deeper study into providing funding for individuals to remain in their current housing situation, rather than 

move to a new location. 

If a study of this nature were to be undertaken again, it would be the recommendation of this investigator to wait until 

after COVID-19 pandemic, when Friends are able to return to worship in person.  This study would most likely have a 

different outcome, as the community will be changing.  Face-to-face focus groups would benefit a study.  Depending 

on the depth of another study, unless during COVID times, a survey would be beneficial, with personal follow-up.  

During the pandemic many experienced “Zoom fatigue”, were challenged to develop or maintain connections, and 

may not have felt comfortable discussing their concerns in this forum. 
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Personal Reflection 

I appreciate this opportunity to meet so many Friends over the past few months.  I came into this internship knowing 

nothing about Quakerism, other than worship was silent.  I dove in by reading the history and design models of how 

Quaker living was laid out for Friends, and I grew a deeper gratitude for the practice.   

As I move along in my ordination as a Presbyterian pastor, I feel very connected to Quakerism, and the niceties 

Quakers bring in our faith.  I have gained so much in a short time with NYQM, and with my own faith journey.  I believe 

in double belonging, which is where I am here.  As I prepare for worship in my church, and lead worship, I do not 

always feel that I received worship as there are too many moving parts to worry about.  I began attending worship at a 

meeting and found led in a direction which nourished my spirit.  I became closer with God without someone (like a 

preacher) guiding my journey.   

Again, I appreciate this opportunity to be in community with you all, and to learn so much beyond worship.  I look 

forward to regularly attending and doing the work that the spirit guides me to do. 

In community, 

 

Dan DeBrucker (he/him) 

Intern, Columbia University School of Social Work 
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Appendix 
 

Appendix A – Survey 
 

 NYQM Concern for  Quaker Living 2021 Survey 

The New York Quarterly Meeting (NYQM) Working Group with a Concern for Quaker Living (CQL) is conducting a survey to 

further our discernment around the needs of our older community members, and how we can work to address these needs 

as a whole community.  This survey is open to all, and feel free to share the link with other Quakers in the NYQM.  Our Social 

Work Intern from Columbia University, Dan DeBrucker, (ddebrucker@gmail.com) will be guiding us through this process.  

There will be opportunities to have conversations with Dan, and others who share the same interests.   

We are attempting to keep this survey brief, and to the point.  Therefore, if you have a concern or suggestion that might not 

be covered in this survey, feel free to add your comments at the end.  Dan is also available to meet with you individually 

Monday, Tuesday and Fridays.  If you prefer to speak with a member of CQL group, please contact:  

Scott Blumenthal scott.blumenthal@gmail.com  

Carol Wilkinson carol10463@gmail.com  

Joe Gosler joe.gosler@gmail.com  

Joan Malin joanmal53@gmail.com  

Charlene Ray rayab20@nyc.rr.com  

John Maynard johnpmaynard1944@gmail.com  

Pat Donohue patdonohue@hotmail.com  

Callie Janoff callieoff@gmail.com  

* Required 

1. Consent Form: * 
I agree to have my responses used in agregate to inform results of this survey. Names and emails will not be shared. 

Mark only one oval. 

I agree to the terms and conditions 

I disagree 

2. Your Name 

 

3. Your Email 

 



21 
 

4. What are your preferred pronouns? * 

 

5. What is your marital status? * Mark only one oval. 

Married 

Married/Separated 

Single 

Widowed 

Divorced 

Prefer not to say 

6. What is your ethnicity? (optional) 

 

7. Please select your current primary employment type * 

 

8. If not currently working, what was your previous work identity? 
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9. Are you satisfied with your current living situation? * 
This is a general question. Please consider your current house/apartment, neighborhood, roommates, etc.) 

 

10. If given the opportunity to move into supportive housing*, operated by the Quakers, possibly in another 

borough. Would this appeal to you? * 

*For the purpose of this survey, the term supportive housing means: housing that is affordable, and may include support services and 

responsive programming. 

Check all that apply. 

Yes 

No 

Maybe 

11. Please rate your access to transportation? * 

Mark only one oval. 

 1 2 3 4 5 

 

12. If you utilize public transportation (bus or rail), please rate your comfortability using this? 

Mark only one oval. 

 1 2 3 4 5 

 

13. How often do you pursue a hobby? * 
Such as exercise, crafting, non-degree educational activities, social outings, cooking for pleasure, etc. 

Mark only one oval. 
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 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

14. Do you have access to healthy food options? * 

Check all that apply. 

Yes 

No 

Maybe 

15. Do you feel like you have adequate access to your faith community? * 

Check all that apply. 

Yes 

No 

Maybe 

16. How important is your physical proximity to your meeting location? * 

Mark only one oval. 

 1 2 3 4 5 

 

17. Do you feel like the policies (regarding housing, transportation, equity, justice, etc.) by your local 

administration (city, state) are geared towards you and the location population? * 

Check all that apply. 

Yes 

No 

I am unsure 

I have no opinion either way 
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18. Is it important for you to have access to parks and green space? * 

Check all that apply. 

Yes 

No 

Does not matter to me either way 

19. How would you rate your mental health over the last 4 weeks? * 

Mark only one oval. 

 1 2 3 4 5 

 

20. How would you rate your physical health over the past 4 weeks? * 

Mark only one oval. 

 1 2 3 4 5 

 

21. How often does the lack of money keep you from doing the things you wish to do? * 

Mark only one oval. 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

22. Are there any concerns that we did not mention that are important for us to know about? * 
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We are interested in having a longer, over Zoom, discussion with you and others.  There is a link at the end to sign up 

for the upcoming Focus Group Discussions. You will need to Focus Group copy/paste or click on the link to register.  The focus groups are 

not intended to engage in Conversations the actual activity, but to have open discussions around how Quakers can come togetherover 

these topics.   

23. Over the next couple of months, we will be hosting online focus groups via Zoom designed around these 

topics. Please indicate below which groups you would be interested in attending (check all that apply). 

This is voluntary. * 

 

Focus Group Registration Information 
If you indicated YES to any of the above questions about focus group participation, please follow this link to register for a focus group time that works 

best for you.  The focus groups will last for 1 hour.  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040449AEA72DA1F49-nyqmcql 

24. If you aware of any Friends who might not have access to technology, we are very interested in presenting 

this survey with them over the telephone, or mail, please leave a contact name and phone number below, 

or, have them contact Dan DeBrucker at 315-403-2960 (cell/text). 

 

25. Thank you for completing this survey. If you have any additional comments, please leave them in the 

space below (optional) PLEASE SHARE THIS SURVEY LINK WITH OTHER FRIENDS. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040449AEA72DA1F49-nyqmcql&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1619064392874000&usg=AFQjCNFYAcTPWotP5OeiKgXbSNQHgk2r5Q
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040449AEA72DA1F49-nyqmcql&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1619064392874000&usg=AFQjCNFYAcTPWotP5OeiKgXbSNQHgk2r5Q
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040449AEA72DA1F49-nyqmcql&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1619064392874000&usg=AFQjCNFYAcTPWotP5OeiKgXbSNQHgk2r5Q
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040449AEA72DA1F49-nyqmcql&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1619064392874000&usg=AFQjCNFYAcTPWotP5OeiKgXbSNQHgk2r5Q
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040449AEA72DA1F49-nyqmcql&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1619064392874000&usg=AFQjCNFYAcTPWotP5OeiKgXbSNQHgk2r5Q
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040449AEA72DA1F49-nyqmcql&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1619064392874000&usg=AFQjCNFYAcTPWotP5OeiKgXbSNQHgk2r5Q
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040449AEA72DA1F49-nyqmcql&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1619064392874000&usg=AFQjCNFYAcTPWotP5OeiKgXbSNQHgk2r5Q








 
 

Quarterly Report, Flushing Monthly Meeting 
 

July 10, 2021 
 
 

 
Flushing business meeting in July requested the trustees to seek a legal opinion regarding 

meeting in person for worship. The trustees consulted a Quaker lawyer who made suggestions 

and posed questions concerning worship during the pandemic. Transparency about vaccination 

was strongly encouraged but there was also encouragement to have a conversation about the 

sensitivities around disclosure. Flushing will meet for worship with a concern for business in 

August and it will again be a prioritized agenda item. There is a strong impulse towards outdoor 

worship sharing in the community.  

We have constituted a committee to examine the long term spiritual and financial health of FMM 

and we are creating an agenda for the first meeting. 

We have successfully engaged in a clearness committee process to celebrate the marriage of 

Daniela Salazar and Chase Baldwin under the care of FMM. We’re looking forward to this life-

affirming event!  

 

In Friendship, 

Jeffrey Guyton, Clerk 
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NYQM M&C ANNUAL REPORT 2021 

The Ministry and Counsel Committee of the  New York Quarterly 
Meeting met faithfully throughout the year. In addition to our four 
regular meetings, we began meeting bi-monthly during the period of 
concentration on Brooklyn Friends School.  

After clearly stating in a stand-alone Minute that working with Labor 
Unions is compatible with Quaker doctrine, we tended to the 
organization of a supportive and spirit-led group to assist, listen and pray 
with all parties in the Brooklyn Friends School community. We continue 
to search for ways to be of assistance 

As the COVID epidemic in New York City has continued to effect life in 
ways yet to be understood, we have considered what the effect of losing 
in-person worship for this period means to NYC Quakers going forward. 
It’s been said that COVID sequestration has visited the effects of war 
without the occurrence of war. We will be dealing with the aftermath for 
some time. 

The pandemic has also highlighted the differences in distribution of 
resources that become visible in meeting with people with access to the 
commercial technologies. Those without access, due to lack of means or 
desire, become almost invisible to those with access. The problem of 
homelessness multiplies. Misery is seen clearly on the streets. Hunger is 
palpable. We witness and discussed what response could be made to the 
need. 

CQL (Concern for Quaker Living), a NYQM Working Group under the 
care of M&C, continues to meet weekly for worship and the 
consideration of the needs of living in community. Fruits of this inquiry 
include the Summary of the Community Needs Study and final report of 



the study sited below*. We submit to members that keeping current with 
developments from CQL is time well spent. 

As we struggle as a community to address the structures of Racism that 
have permeated the thoughts and actions of our Society for centuries, 
M&C has been considering ways to bring Friends together to labor with 
these concerns.  For the moment we have made funds available to  
Monthly Meetings who are actively seeking way forward to address 
these systemic concerns. 

One pandemic period event which M&C was able to sponsor was a 
virtual concert with Quaker Musician and luminary John McCutcheon; 
“Calling All the Children Home: Songs of the Spirit, Faith, and 
Inclusion” on May First via the internet streaming service Mandolin. It 
was an excellent opportunity to work with Staff and other Committees 
(notably Communications). The metas: 179 “clicks,” Forty participants 
for a gross of $780.00 and a net to the QM general fund of $219.00.  

For some decades, the primary focus of M&C has been three-fold: the 
responsibilities to support the quarterly meeting clerk, to maintain an 
eldering presence at the Quarterly Meetings, and to offer assistance to 
the Monthly Meetings hosting the Quarterly Meetings. We were given a 
discretionary budget by the Meeting to assist in this and serve as a 
modest grant giver to ministries that well-up outside of the usual 
budgetary procedures. Since there have been no in-person Meetings 
since Third Month of 2020, the latter responsibility has been shifted to 
private homes and technology. We mention this to remind us of the labor 
of which will be necessary to build the new normal. 

With the lack of need to fund in-person ministries, the availability of 
funds for witness activities enabled us to support a request from the 
African Education Fund Committee, M&C agreed to give them a grant 
of $6000 to support their work. We suggest every member of the Quarter 
read the text of this request which is attached to this report**.  

$4,000 remains in our annual budget. 



M&C continues to be available to meet with Friends in the Quarter or 
Committees of the Quarter to be a pastoral presence when need arises.  
Please let the clerk of the committee know of your request. We remind 
Friends of good standard operating procedure: to be gentle with each 
other and gentle with themselves. 

NYQM Ministry and Counsel Committee, 2021: 

Hugo Lane, Nancy Britton (ex-o), Robert Wilber,  
Ed Elder (incoming clerk), Linda Clarke, 
Zachary Edminister, Steven Monroe Smith (clerk),  
David Herendeen, Jolene Festa 

*<20210712_CQL_Needs_Study_Summary(1).pdf> 
<20210421_CQL_Final_Needs_Report.pdf> 

**<20210314_African_Education_Grant_Request_to_M&C>  



  Manhattan Monthly Meeting  
    Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
     15 Rutherford Pl. New York, NY. 10003 
     Telephone:  347-931-2008 
 

 

Pastor:  David Herendeen                                      Co-Clerks:  Margaret Mulindi & Gloria Thompson 

Quarterly Meeting Report, July 2021 

 

Manhattan Monthly Meeting gives praise and thanks to the Almighty for giving us the opportunity to 
witness His love in this season of Prayer, Pandemic, Protests and Peace-making.  Our Meeting's 2021 
theme:  "Hope", with emphasis on Romans 15:13, "May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace 
in that the God of Hope stands at the center of our daily lives."  All are invited to journey with us, as we 
travel on the road to fulfilling our theme.  Meeting For Worship, with a concern for Business is held on 
First, First Day.  

 

David Herendeen, our pastor, conducts worship virtually every First Day at 9:30am.   Our 2nd First Day 
Bible study focuses on "Jesus' Lineage".   On 5th First Day, in May, Pastor Gilbert Imbayi, Baltimore 
Friends Church brought the message.  Meeting For Worship, with a concern for Business is held on First, 
First Day.  Monthly Prayer Meeting 4th Thursday at 7:00pm via Meeting's zoom link.  All are invited to 
join our semi-program worship and Prayer Meeting.   

 

We mourned the loss of Henry Mulindi, our co-clerk, Margaret's husband and father to Emanuel and 
Rose, in Kenya, after a long battle with illnesses, Members joined the family in a poignant virtual service 
for Henry's life and work.   

It is with joy that we noted individuals' attraction to the spirit of our worship. We continue to let all 
members and attenders know that we care about their spiritual and emotional being through our gift of 
prayers.   

We continue to support Davanga School, Western Kenya, through our uniform program and fundraising 
drive to build two additional classrooms.    

 

During the Quarter, members participated in various Quaker held events, such as, daily virtual Zoom  
Pendle Hill worship, 4th First Day virtual inter-visitation at Manhasset Monthly Meeting, Atlantic Friends 
Gathering (AFG), Canadian Yearly Meeting, panel discussion, “Making the Quaker Faith Available to 
Seekers” and FUM "Stoking-the-Fire"- a conference for spiritual renewal.                      

We will continue to meet virtually until it is spiritually and medically safe for us to gather, then, we will 
modify to a Hybrid Meeting space, in Room 1.  

 

Faithfully submitted 

Gloria Thompson (Co-Clerk) 



 

 



NYQM Communications Committee 
Report to Quarterly Meeting 7/17/2021 
 
Since our last report to Quarterly Meeting in July, 2020, the committee has continued to 
meet monthly, virtually, via Zoom. 
 
In our July 2020 report we described how, after our consultations with Friends 
following the January 2020 Quarterly Meeting and individually, we created an RFP for a 
web site update to meet our communications needs.  
 
Some priorities identified by Friends were: 
- Capability for Quarter-wide electronic communications and desirability of a 

Quarter-wide newsletter; 
- Shared resource for events throughout the Quarter; 
- Improved accessibility of Quarterly Meeting documents; 
- Foregrounding information for new members of the community to help them 

navigate the world of NYC Friends. 
 
We secured the services of Beth Garst, of Howlin Dog Designs, to develop our web site 
update. Our updated site will include 
- A template that Monthly Meetings and other QM groups can use to create their 

own web sites integrated with the QM site to share in its calendar, database, and 
document storage capabilities; 

- Calendar: A common calendar that will allow Friends to access events throughout 
the Quarter and facilitate newsletters; 

- Database: A modern and secure database that will track contact and membership 
information in a single place while supporting QM-wide communications and 
monthly meeting database needs; 

- Document storage: A system for uploading documents such as minutes that will 
support QM committee and Monthly Meeting digital archiving. 

 
We are also working with the Quarterly Meeting office to provide electronic workspaces 
and generic email addresses to Quarterly Meeting commitees. Please be in touch with us 
if you would like this capability for your committee. These functions may be integrated 
into the future website.  
 
We have been engaged with supporting Monthly Meetings as well as Quarterly Meeting 
committees in the use of videoconferencing (Zoom) technology for Meetings for 
Worship and the conduct of business. We are working with Monthly Meetings and 
Quarterly Meeting committees as they discern about permanent remote and blended 
options. 
 
We have wrestled with a Quarter-wide “breaking news protocol,” for how to handle 
public-facing communications for the Quarter. These issues are still in discernment.  
 
Since our last report the Committee did engage with the clerk and other involved parties 
to develop a response by the Quarter to concerns surrounding union organizing at 



Brooklyn Friends School. Our priorities were: availability of up-to-date information 
among Friends, making sure that public-facing statements acknowledged Friends’ 
engagement with the issue, and holding a space for ongoing discernment.  
 
We encourage Friends to interact with the New York Quarterly Meeting presence on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. Contributions of events and news from the 
community are welcome on the NYQM Facebook group. 
 
 
 
Nadine Baldasare 
Dave Britton 
Ann Kjellberg, clerk  
Bryan Oettel 
Adam Segal-Isaacson 
Steve Munro Smith  



ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2020-2021
NYQM Great Lakes Region (Africa) Education Committee
New York Quarterly Meeting July 17, 2021

This report celebrates twenty years of service by our committee, with some members having
served since January 2001. Members are Marna Herrity, Clerk; Margery Cornwell; Mary Ann
Baily; Corona Machemer; and Tony Shitemi; Margaret Mulindi is no longer active. Jim Morgan
continues as co-opted project manager. We met 8 times this year, all remotely.

This past year, despite enormous disruption, we have done our best to carry out our
task of supporting 125 children and young people orphaned by AIDS, or in extreme
need, who are attending Kisangura Primary and Secondary Schools (both of them founded by
Friends) in Tanzania, East Africa. In November 2020 we sent $17,917.00 to Project Zawadi, our
agent in Africa for the past fifteen years, which then managed distribution of uniforms, shoes
and school supplies at Kisangura in mid-January 2020. As usual, we received convincing
documentation of students receiving their new goods. In addition, so far in 2021, we've sent
$21,340.00 to support fifteen graduates pursuing advanced studies. Two others, candidates for
bachelor's degrees at universities, require about $5,000.00 more by early September. That
comes to more than $44,000.00 altogether for 2020-2021.

Since Quarterly Meeting last July, we've gotten $43,941.00 in donations from 70 donors
including Brooklyn, Fifteenth Street and Morningside Monthly Meetings. A substantial gift from
an anonymous NYQM member constituted a crucial part of that total and enabled us to meet
our obligation to these youngsters. Without it this report would be considerably less
celebratory.

Our Guardian Teachers Program in the two schools continues to prove effective. The
Guardian Teachers pay close attention to the students we sponsor, including the twenty female
secondary-school students whom we enable to live in dormitories at the school during the
week. Such efforts to encourage regular attendance do seem to be paying off: These days,
virtually all our sponsored secondary-school students successfully pass the national
examinations and are thus eligible for further study. Those with the highest scores are directed
to further academic study at government-run boarding schools preparing them for university;
the majority, though, are sent to institutions called "colleges" in Tanzania for vocationally
oriented programs.

This coming year, the nine qualifying graduates join eight others continuing from prior years
for a total of seventeen, the largest number we've ever supported in this way. What's new is
that the beginning cohort is no longer choosing one-year programs in various trades but two-
and three-year ones in science and health-related fields. We are thrilled by this development,
but daunted by the fact that our Further Education initiative now requires as much as $25,000
to fully fund. That's in addition to the $20,000 budgeted for the primary- and secondary-school
kids.

Our donor base has been remarkably loyal and generous for the past two decades and it is
their gifts that mostly cover the cost of the primary- and secondary-school cohorts. While
we are scouting out foundations and well-off individuals to find the additional $15,000 we need
to get through the coming year, as a committee we are in unity that it's time, once again, to ask
for funds directly from New York Quarterly Meeting. But this time, given that NYQM's annual
income has increased considerably, we are asking that a general outreach line be established
in the Quarter's annual budget, funded to a level that would include not only an annual



contribution to our work but funding for other worthy causes as well. There is wide support
among those in the Quarter for making the necessary changes, if any, in the incorporation
documents and in the Quarter's annual budget so as not only to allow but to encourage the
sharing of our wealth. That change, no matter how actively we pursue it, will take a while so, in
the meantime, we, the NYQM Africa Education Committee, have our work cut out for us.

This report has been read by and approved by the Committee.

Signed, Marna Herrity, Clerk.



The Cemetery Committee Report
New York Quarterly Meeting

17 July 2021

The Cemetery Committee meets monthly and has a full roster of 6 members. We continue to meet monthly via
Zoom.

Events

Despite the pandemic, we have had a total of 218 visitors to the cemetery since our last report. That includes 3
internments where at least 60 people attended:
Sara Baker, 10 people
Nicholas Boyce, 50 people
Laviscount ash internment without any family attending

We also have had two work days. The first was a Cemetery Work Day on November 7th, where 35 people
attended two sessions: an AM and PM session due to Covid protocols guided by CDC guidelines. The second
work day was done through the Mary McDowell school on May 22nd, with 32 students, teachers and parents
attending. Both work days were extremely valuable because the usual maintenance done by the Prospect Park
Alliance was curtailed due to covid.

Our Sexton, Robert Wilbur, hosted 30 people over the course of the year for grave visits and grave site
selections.

And finally, with the opening of New York City we finally were able to host a long-planned Open Saturday on
June 27th. 6 Friends from the Quarter attended, with 56 more people (Friends and neighbors) attending a
cemetery tour hosted by Bob.

Our vision is to hold these once-a-month Open Saturdays to extend access to Friends beyond the usual, past
arrangements done through scheduling with our sexton. Our next Open Saturday is schedule for July 24th.
August, September, and October dates are to be scheduled, along with a Fall Work Day. Our hope is that these
open days will promote awareness and motivate Friends throughout the Quarter to take full advantage of the
extended number of scheduled openings to visit our cemetery.

Another goal of Open Saturdays is to extend a sense of community and provide a scheduled time that visitors to
Prospect Park partake in a place that might have been nothing more than a mysterious piece of land behind a
fence.

The committee is dedicated to being thoughtful and dedicated stewards of this special place and balancing that
long historic role with a greater sense of openness and community.

Facilities

The Cemetery Committee has spent the past year motivated by the Quarter’s embrace of a new facility to create
a more inviting environment for Friends. We are in the early stages of planning for a landscape survey and other
preparatory work needed to start building a new structure in the cemetery that will  reflect Quaker values while
also offering a more visually appealing and more useful building. This effort has meant a great deal of time
consulting with a variety of legal, architectural and park personnel with plans to use the rest of 2021 as a time to
lay the proverbial groundwork for action in 2022.



In general, the committee is looking at a facility that will provide the sexton a more inviting work environment,
addressing storage shortcomings, and expanding space for family and Friends to gather, to name just a few
goals, without greatly expanding the footprint and sacrificing the natural flora.

There’s much work to be done but the committee is embracing this responsibility as a priority.

Maintenance

Robert Wilbur continues to be an outstanding steward of the cemetery. And after a number of months with
reduced services due to fallout of the pandemic, the Prospect Park Alliance is back in the cemetery providing
multiple caretaking services. We are in the beginning phases of contract talks with the Alliance after many,
many years of operating under a verbal agreement. This is designed to set up a stronger foundation with the
Alliance where both parties can look to a bit more definition in our relationship.

Availability and Outreach

As addressed in relationship to events, the committee is motivated to providing greater access to the beauty and
serenity of cemetery to Friends. In addition, we are discerning how the cemetery can play its part in
community-building, spiritual renewal and celebrating That of God in each other. We are looking to balance
making the cemetery more inviting and welcoming to the larger community while ensuring it remains a spiritual
haven where Friends can find safety, peace, and tranquility.

Read by
Bryan Oettel
Clerk, NYQM Cemetery Committee



 

FIFTEENTH STREET MONTHLY MEETING 

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 
15 Rutherford Place, New York, NY 100 

 
 
Seventh Month 17, 2021 
Fifteenth Street Quarterly Report 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Our 11 o’clock First Day worship continues on zoom (around 30 people/ two screens!). 
The 9:30 am worship has been reinstated, held in-person, out-of- doors, in the 15th 
Street courtyard. Volunteers are in place to ensure safety precautions, with nine happy 
Friends, masked, keeping worshipful social distance. Bible study is held on zoom on the 
2nd and 4th First days at 9:30 am. First Day School continues on zoom with stories and 
songs on zoom with three adults and a small attendance (often with one child and their 
parent). AND on 4/18/21, at 1 pm, First Day School met in-person in the courtyard  for 
the first time with great exuberance and several families attending. They have been 
meeting once a month at 11 am, with plans to continue twice a month thru the summer. 
 
Meetings for Worship with a Concern for Business were held on April 9, May 21, and 
June 11. Our Peace Vigil, 1st First days at 1pm at the Washington Square Arch, has 
been reinstated. Committees continued their work over zoom. 
 
We are delighted to report that the marriage of Matthew Bell & Margaret Robbins will be 
held under the care of the Meeting on 10/16/2021 in the Meeting House.  All are invited. 
 
 
In the spirit, 
 
Carol Summar 
Clerk, Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting 
 

718 619 2670 m           

Clerk15th@gmail.com 



2021.7.17 Brooklyn clerks report.

Dear friends,

Our meetings for worship have continued via Zoom technology these past three months. As
noted in previous reports, corporate worship is available Sundays at 9:00 and 11:00, and on
Tuesdays at 6:30.  We piloted an in person worship on May 23, following appropriate public
health safeguards and it was successful with 40 people in attendance.  After discussion with
several of our committees and at the June Business meeting, we agree to provide both zoom
and in person worship Sundays at 11:00, starting June 27th.  At first, following city and state
guidance, we dispensed with any restrictions, allowing people to determine for themselves
whether to socially distance or use masks. Subsequently, at our July business meeting, we
revised our protocols to strongly request and encourage friends to wear masks in worship, as a
means to insure that people who feel most vulnerable feel protected.

We held three meetings for worship with a concern for business this quarter, all by zoom.

Last Quarter, I provided detailed information on the many activities that friends in Brooklyn can
participate in. I will not repeat it here,  but sufficient to say, that on line activities remain and
friends are beginning to gather in person in different ways.

We are saddened to report the death of Glenn Bibler, a long term member of our community.
We will held him and his family in the Light.

Joan Malin,
Clerk, Brooklyn Monthly meeting



NYQM MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH A CONCERN FOR BUSINESS 

APPROVED 17TH DAY OF 7TH MONTH  

 

  

NEW YORK QUARTERLY MEETING 

COMMITTEE ROSTER 

 

 ‘c’ denotes current clerk of committee; ‘cc’ denotes co-clerk; ‘r‘ denotes recording clerk;  

all terms ending in April unless otherwise indicated   

     

  OFFICERS:  Term: 1 yr; max tenure: 5 consecutive terms  

    

  Nominations   Who Nomin? Current Name Office  Meeting    Term 

   NYQM  Katherine Alford Clerk  Morningside     1 

     NYQM  Sarah Way Asst Clerk Brooklyn      1 

       NYQM  Bart Dominus Treasurer Morningside             2 

     NYQM  Jerry Reisig Asst Treasurer Morningside     1  

  

  NY QUARTERLY MEETING TRUSTEES:  9 members; term: 3 yrs;  max tenure 2 consecutive terms 

             

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr 

 

    c Glenn Josey   15th Street    1 2022 

     Bart Dominus              Morningside      2 2022 

   Jerry Reisig     Morningside    p 2022 

Bill Parrott   Brooklyn                  2 2023  

     Jason McGill   Morningside      1 2023 

     Margery Cornwell   15th Street                  p 2023 

     Sheila O'Hara   Brooklyn    2 2024 

     Pat Donahue            15th Street       2 2024 

     Emmanuel Mulundi               Manhattan    1 2024 

    

  AUDIT AND BUDGET COMMITTEE:  6 members; term: 3 yrs, max tenure: 2 cons terms 

   

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  

   

        c Charlene Ray   Morningside  1  2022  

    Nancy Hadley Jaffe  15th Street  2 2022 

   Claire Litherland   15th Street  1 2023 

   Kathy Stackhouse   Pittsburgh, PA  1 2023 

   Paul van Linden-Tol  Brooklyn  1 2024 

   Paul Flint   Brooklyn  1 2024 

  

  BROOKLYN FRIENDS SCHOOL TRUSTEES COMMITTEE:  9 members; term: 3 yrs, ending Sept; 

     max: 3 cons terms; nominations needed in April; 1 Bklyn MM nomination 

 

  Nominations  Current Name  Who Nomin? Meeting   Term  End Yr  

   

  ____________    NYQM     1 2024  

____________    NYQM     1 2024  

     Lakisha Grant   NYQM     Brooklyn  1 2022 

     Audrey Jaynes    NYQM  Montclair   1       2022 

Marilyn Stotts NYQM  Brooklyn   1 2022 

   Gloria Thompson NYQM  Manhattan  1 2023        

  c Ed Oliver NYQM  Brooklyn  2 2023 

Electra CummingsBklyn Mtg   Brooklyn  1 2023  

     Martha Hyde        NYQM  Brooklyn  1 2024 

 



NYQM MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH A CONCERN FOR BUSINESS 

APPROVED 17TH DAY OF 7TH MONTH  

 

 

CEMETERY COMMITTEE:  6 members; term: 3 yrs, max tenure: 3 cons terms 

 

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr 

 

     John Major        Brooklyn  1 2022 

              Maureen Healy   15th Street  1  2022 

    c Bryan Oettel   Morningside    1 2023  

              Suzanne Stout   15th Street   3 2023 

     Jessie Fleischer-Black  Brooklyn  1 2024 

     Chris Roddick   Brooklyn  2 2024 

    

 CMTE FOR DOWNTOWN MANHATTAN ALLOWED MTG:  4 mem; term: 3 yrs, no maximum tenure 

   

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  

    

           c Richard Schmidt   Morningside  1 2022 

     Andy von Salis   Brooklyn    1 2022 

                Sally Campbell   Morningside    6 2023 

     Barbara Kuesell   Brooklyn    3 2024 

  

 COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE:  6 members; term: 3 yrs, max tenure: 2 terms 

   

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  

 

   Steven Monroe Smith  15th Street  1 2022 

     Nadine Baldasare   Brooklyn  1 2022 

     Dave Britton   Morningside  1 2023 

                c Ann Kjellberg   15th Street  1 2023 

Adam Segal-Isaacson  Brooklyn  1 2024 

     Bryan Oettel   Morningside  2 2024  

 

EDUCATIONAL FUND:      6 members; term: 3 yrs, max tenure: 2 cons terms 

 

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr   

         

  _____________            1 2024  

  Elizabeth Powers   Brooklyn     1  2022 

     Glenn Josey   15th Street    2 2023 

                    Carol Warner   Flushing      1 2023 

     Travis Combs   15th Street             2  2024 

                                c Marc LaRiviere    15th Street     2  2024 

   

 

 
  



NYQM MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH A CONCERN FOR BUSINESS 

APPROVED 17TH DAY OF 7TH MONTH  

 

 

FRIENDS SEMINARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES:  12 members; term: 3 yrs, ending Sept;  

  max: 3 cons terms   One 15th Street MM nomination 

 

  Nominations  Current Name  Who Nomin? Meeting   Term  End Yr 

  

  ______________    NYQM     1 2024 

______________    NYQM     p 2022 

______________    NYQM     p 2023 

______________    NYQM     p 2023 

               David Garrity NYQM  15th Street    1  2022  

     Ben Smith NYQM  15th Street    3 2022 

     Doug Tyler NYQM  Ithaca, NY    partial 2022 

     c Isaac Henderson NYQM  Paulina, IA   2 2023   

    Andrew Lowry NYQM  Ridgewood  1 2023  

     Lee Rada NYQM  Morningside    1 2024  

     Buxton Midyette 15th St.  15th Street  2 2024 

     Mark Doty NYQM  Brooklyn  3 2024 

 

  GAY PRIDE PARADE COORDINATORS:  2 members:  3 year terms, no max terms 

 

  Nominations   Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  

   

  _______________           1 2023  

               1 2024 

     

  GREAT LAKES REGION (AFRICA) EDUCATION CMTE:  6 members; 3 yr terms, no max terms 

 

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  

 

Margaret Mulindi    Manhattan    5  2020   

     Mary Ann Baily   Brooklyn  1 2022  

    c Marna Herrity   Brooklyn     5  2022 

     Tony Shitemi    Nairobi Int’l     6 2023 

     Corona Machemer   Valley      6 2024 

     Margery Cornwell  15th Street     8  2024   

 

  HANDBOOK COORDINATING COMMITTEE:  3 members:   2 years; 2 consecutive terms 

  

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr 

   

     Bryan Wigfall   Morningside     1    2022  

     Charles Sirey   15th Street  2 2022 

     Steve Greechie      15th Street  1     2023 

  

   

  

 

 

   
  



NYQM MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH A CONCERN FOR BUSINESS 

APPROVED 17TH DAY OF 7TH MONTH  

 

 

MINISTRY AND COUNSEL CMTE:  9 members; term:  2 yrs; max tenure:  3 terms 

 

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr 

     

     Beverly Archibald   Manhattan  p 2022 

  c Ed Elder    Morningside    1 2022 

         Steven Monroe Smith  15th Street    2 2022 

     Hugo Lane   Flushing   1 2022  

   Zach Edminster   15th St     1 2022 

   Jolene Festa   Brooklyn   1 2023 

     Diana Smith Barker  15th Street      1  2023 

     Robert Wilber     Stillwater OH  3 2023 

     David Herendeen   Manhattan  2 2023 

   

NOMINATING COMMITTEE:  7 members; term:  2 yrs; max: 3 cons terms; all members nominated by mm's 

    

  Nominations  Current Name  Who Nomin? Meeting   Term  End Yr  

  

  _____________    Flushing Mtg Flushing   1 2022  

  _____________    Bklyn     Mtg Brooklyn  1 2023 

  _____________    15th St   Mtg 15th Street     1 2023 

  _____________    15th St   Mtg 15th Street     3 2022  

  _____________    Bklyn Mtg Brooklyn  2 2022 

     Beverly Archibald M'hattn  Mtg Manhattan   1  2022 

Robert Renwick M'side   Mtg Morningside              1     2023 

 

    

RELIEF COMMITTEE:  7 members; term: 3 yrs, max tenure: 3 cons terms 

 

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  

   

           Bobby Gonzales   15th Street     1 2022 

     Emmanuel Mulindi  Manhattan  1  2022  

    c Jessie Fleischer-Black  Brooklyn    1 2023     

     Ted Bongiovanni   Brooklyn  1 2023 

     CJ Holm    Brooklyn  1 2023 

     Andres Colapinto   Brooklyn    2 2024  

        Ronald Reider   Morningside  1 2024  

  

 NYYM MINISTRY COORD CMTE:  term: 3 yrs; max 2 terms, must be a member of one of the monthly   

 meeting ministry and counsel/oversight committees at the time the appointment is made 

 

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  

 

     Hugo Lane                  Flushing      1 2022 

 

NYYM NOMINATING CMTE: 3 appointees; term: 3 yrs, ending in April; max tenure: 2 terms 

  

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr 

     Ernie Buscemi   Morningside      p  2022 

                 1 2022 

    Ben Frisch   Brooklyn                    1            2022   

 



New York Quarterly Meeting, Religious Society of Friends
Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business

 Zoom/video-conferencing /  should be in Prospect Park @ Quaker Cemetery
seventh month and seventeenth day, 2021

AGENDA

11-12pm:     Meeting for Worship
1pm-4pm:    Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business

ZOOM link is at the bottom of this page and here: 
https://zoom.us/j/4025030526 

Meeting ID: 402 503 0526

FINDING REPORTS: all reports are on the website: https://www.nycquakers.org
Reports are here: https://www.nycquakers.org/category/adocsbydate/july-meeting-2021/
Nominating roster for consent is here: https://www.nycquakers.org/2021/07/06/15880/
Agenda is here:  https://www.nycquakers.org/2021/07/15/2021_07_17-agenda/

Instructions to get to the website: In your browser type in www.nycquakers.org and the NYQM 
website will come up. Roll cursor over to “For NYQM Friends” (along the top it’s the 2nd tab from 
right) and click on “July Meeting 2021”. 

Making our meeting go smoothly...
ZOOM MEETING GUIDE:

 During Meeting for Business the chat function communicates only with the hosts to support 
Friends with technical issues. 

 When joining the Zoom meeting, please name yourself. Send a message to hosts in Chat if you 
would like help to name yourself. 

 You are joined muted. TO SPEAK: unmute yourself, then mute yourself again when you are 
finished. If you are joining us by phone you can mute and unmute yourself using *6.

 Please give your full name before you speak to assist us in keeping a list of attenders. 
 GIVING A MESSAGE: please raise your hand by clicking on “Participants” and “Raise 

Hand” (*9 for those joining us by phone). If we have missed you, send us a message in the chat.
Please identify yourself by name when speaking.

Reading

http://www.nycquakers.org/


Interim clerk approval
Interim recording clerk approval

Agenda Review

Reports
Joint Nominating Roster – consent agenda

Brooklyn Monthly Meeting Report
Fifteenth Street Meeting Report

Cemetery Committee Annual Report
Great Lakes (Africa) Education Annual Report
Communications Report

Flushing Monthly Meeting Report
Manhattan Monthly Meeting Report 

M&C Annual Report
*CQL Report – action item

*Morningside Monthly Meeting Report – action item
Staten Island Meeting Report

Closing Silence

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
*NYQM’s July 17th’s meeting will be on Zoom and co-clerked by both the outgoing and incoming 
clerks.

*New York Yearly Meeting’s Summer Sessions begin on Saturday, July 24, 2021 through 
Saturday, July 31, 2021. “Becoming a Sanctuary Where Spirit Dwells” is the theme and there is still 
time to sign up. New York Yearly Meeting's Summer Sessions will be taking place entirely online. 
Come worship, discern, sing and play with other Friends! Everyone is invited, no matter how involved 
you have been with yearly meeting activities or with Quakerism in general. All are welcome. Please 
register as soon as possible. Registration is Pay-as-Led.

*Faith and Practice - 2020 revised edition is now available in white with a blue spine!
Copies of the revised edition of Faith and Practice are available to be mailed from the NYYM 

office. Copies cannot be picked up at this time. Complimentary copies have already been mailed to all 
Monthly Meeting Clerks, MM Clerks of Ministry & Counsel, and to all Prison Worship Group 
members.

One revision is an important change to Quaker practice. The Membership section has been 
rewritten to include an additional path to membership. Previously, the only path to membership was via
a monthly meeting. Now prospective Friends have the option of applying directly to the yearly meeting

https://nyym.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=26401403421adc1f04b5da3e5&id=43a5b3fd64&e=f20c7a32e5
https://nyym.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=26401403421adc1f04b5da3e5&id=43a5b3fd64&e=f20c7a32e5
https://nyym.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=26401403421adc1f04b5da3e5&id=9a0a99266e&e=f20c7a32e5


via the clerk of Ministry and Pastoral Care Committee. It is hoped the new path will better 
accommodate those who move frequently, cannot connect with a monthly meeting, or are incarcerated.

To order your copy, contact office@nyym.org. The suggested contribution is $10.00 per copy.

Announcement from the clerk of trustees, Glenn Josey, requesting assistance for the Trustees 
subcommittee, FCC. 

UPCOMING NYQM DATES:
2021 NYQM dates:
October 17th: Morningside Monthly Meeting will host this hybrid meeting but the in-person meeting 
will be located at Fifteenth Street Meeting House to accommodate socially distancing attenders. 

2022 NYQM dates:
January 16th: Brooklyn Friends Meeting, Brooklyn
April 17th: Fifteenth Street Meeting, Manhattan [Easter]
July 16th: Saturday, Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn
October 16th: Flushing Monthly Meeting, Flushing

ZOOM LINK FOR TODAY’S MEETING:

Click link below to join Zoom Meeting by Video

https://zoom.us/j/4025030526

Meeting ID: 402 503 0526

Mobile Phone Dial In:

Tap number below on mobile phones in order to call.

After message requesting code tap phone again and code will be entered

automatically.

+1 (646) 558 8656 4025030526#

Traditional Phone Call In

Dial by phone & Code

PH: (646) 558 8656

Code: 402 503 0526

Passcode: GeorgeFox

mailto:office@nyym.org


New York Quarterly Meeting, Religious Society of Friends

Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business

Zoom/video-conferencing / should be in Prospect Park @ Quaker Cemetery

seventh month and seventeenth day, 2021

Attendance:
Present: Nancy Britton (Morningside), clerk.
Katherine Alford (Morningside) recording clerk.

Brooklyn Meeting 8
Fifteenth Street 9
Flushing 1
Manhattan 2

Morningside 9
Staten Island 1
NYQM General Manager 1
unidentified or visitors 8

Total 39

2021.07.01 Our Meeting for Business commences at 1 pm and out of the silence our clerk

reads the following:

“We are now faced with the fact that tomorrow is today. We are confronted with the fierce

urgency of now. In this unfolding conundrum of life and history, there “is” such a thing as being

too late. This is no time for apathy or complacency. This is a time for vigorous and positive

action. “

Beyond Vietnam, A Time to Break Silence,” Dr. Martin Luther King, 1967

2021.07.02 The meeting approves Nancy Britton as interim clerk for the day.

2021.07.03 The meeting approves Katherine Alford as interim recording clerk for the day.

2021.07.04 The clerk reads the agenda and Friends approve.

2021.07.05 By consent, Friends approve the Joint Nominating roster. The roster is attached.

Nominating clerk, Elizabeth Powers, reads a brief process report.

Report is attached and accepted.

Friends acknowledge the service of the committee.

Friends support and acknowledge the nominating committee’s challenges. It has been difficult

to get Friends to join nominating committee, as well as to serve on our Quarterly committees.

Friends see this as a fundamental problem for the strength and future of our community.



The body directs the NYQM clerk to work with the monthly meetings clerks to address this

concern in their meetings and to report back to the Quarter at our October Quarterly meeting.

2021.07.06 The Brooklyn Monthly Meeting Report is read by Joan Malin.

The report is attached and accepted

2021.07.07 Carol Summer reads the Fifteenth Street Meeting Report. The report is attached.

The report is attached and accepted.

2021.07.08 The Cemetery Report is read by clerk Bryan Oettel. The report is attached.

The report is attached and accepted

2021.07.09 Corona Machemer reads the NYQM Great Lakes Region (Africa) Education

Committee Annual Report. The report is attached and accepted

A Friend raises concerns for nominating to this committee from all meetings specifically from

Manhattan Monthly Meeting. The same Friend raised the need to support the Quaker school in

Kenya. The committee is working on a proposal on this concern for the NYQM. We look forward

to an interim report on their work at the next NYQM in October.

2021.07.10 The Communications report is read by Ann Kjellberg, clerk

The report is attached and accepted

2021.07.11 Flushing”s report is read by Hugo Lane. The report is attached and accepted

2021.07.12 Gloria Thompson reads Manhattan Meeting’s report.

The report is attached and accepted.

2021.07.13 Ministry and Council’s Annual Report is read by Ed Elder.

The report is attached and accepted

2021.07.14 Callie Janoff from Concerns for Quaker Life Working Group gives their summary

report on Quaker Needs begun in October 2020 and concluding in April 2021. The body is

reminded that their student intern, Daniel J. Debrucker, wrote a full report with documentation

on the “Study on The Needs And Concerns Of Elder Quakers In New York City” which is among

the reports uploaded on website’s July meeting tab. Questions and discussion follows. CQL’s

report and Debrucker’s Final Report is appended to these minutes.



The report is attached and accepted.

2021.07.15 CQL requests the Clerk to send these two reports to the Monthly Meeting clerks,

asking the clerks to disseminate the reports and to consider their findings and

recommendations in their business meetings, reporting back to the NYQM in October.

The four recommendations to consider and reply back to the NYQM in October are:

1. Create a detailed proposal of what could be developed to support older Friends’ housing

needs

2. Develop and maintain relationships between monthly meetings and one or two service

providers for older people

3. Grow a more cohesive capacity to communicate with individual NYC Friends

4. Foster a culture of trust

Friends approve the minute.

2021.07.16 Morningside’s report is read by Ed Elder. The report is attached and accepted.

2021.07.17 Morningside asks the Quarterly meeting to endorse their minute to encourage

the Japanese Government to not release radioactive water from the Fukushima Daiichi Power

plant into the Pacific Ocean starting in 2023. The body directs the NYQM clerk to forward this

minute to the NYYM for their endorsement. The minute also asks Friends to join Morningside in

the organization of a March on October 2, 2021. This will include other organizations. The

minute is attached.

Friends can find supporting documents on the website to this action.

Please contact June Tano to get involved.

June Tano  junt1239@gmail.com

2021.07.18 Staten Island’s report is read by Ted Lockwyn.

The report is attached and accepted

mailto:junt1239@gmail.com


Concluding message from our outgoing clerk, Nancy Britton:

As we emerge from this year and a half of pandemic, we find ourselves at an inflection point.

Tomorrow is today. Ruminating on this, these queries arose for me:

*What is most needed to strengthen the communal witness of our meetings to the local
community and beyond?

*How can we best discern our way forward for working in the Spirit of mutuality and
community?

Friends, this is the last Quarterly meeting I will be clerking, and I would like to take just a

moment as we close to reflect on this journey that we have been on together over the last three

and a half years. I began with the 2018 January Quarterly Meeting. This clerkship is bracketed

by concerns for our schools. We spoke truth to power, and we met in threshing sessions, we

discerned our first ever Year of Jubilee and began it with a joyous community picnic in our

cemetery two years ago today. Our Year of Jubilee was interrupted by a world-wide pandemic

and we missed our first ever Quarterly Meeting in fourth month 2020, resuming on

video-conferencing the following 7th month. Throughout these years we did faithful work

together raising new committees, laying down others, widening and deepening our connections

to each other, and mutually supporting each other and our communities in taking up the work

as it erupted around us. Our committees are truly blooming. So many Friends, so many gifts, we

are grateful for their service. We did this work together, we all clerked our meetings and

committees in the Spirit, seasoning, testing and discerning. I feel I have stood in the Light

learning from and listening to all of you and I thank you for this opportunity to be your clerk.

We concluded our business with worshipful silence at 3:26pm.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Glenn Josey, clerk Trustees, asks for Friends to join a Facility Coordinating Committee working

group to establish procedures for more diversity in hiring Contractors and Subcontractors.

Please reach out if you are interested in this work.

Interested? Contact:

David Carter dcarter@bhsusa.com

mailto:dcarter@bhsusa.com


Glenn Josey gjosey95@gmail.com

ClerkTrustee@nyqm.org

Quarterly Meetings 2021 – 2022 will be:

October 17, 2021 – Friends Please note this is a HYBRID meeting at 15th Street with on-line

(Note change from Morningside)

January 16, 2022 - Brooklyn 

April 17, 2022 - Morningside 

July 16, 2022 - Cemetery 

October 16, 2022 - Flushing 

ATTACHMENTS:
Nominating Committee Report Joint Nominating Roster: APPROVED
Brooklyn Monthly Meeting Report
Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting
Flushing Monthly Meeting Report
Manhattan Monthly Meeting Report
Morningside Meeting Report
Staten Island Meeting Report
Manhattan Meeting Report
Cemetery Report
Communications Report
NYQM Great Lakes Region (Africa) Education Committee Report
Ministry and Counsel Report
Concern for Quaker Life Working Group Report.
Minute on Release of Radioactive Water from the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant:
APPROVED

mailto:gjosey95@gmail.com
mailto:ClerkTrustee@nyqm.org

