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NYQM M&C ANNUAL REPORT 2021 

The Ministry and Counsel Committee of the  New York Quarterly 
Meeting met faithfully throughout the year. In addition to our four 
regular meetings, we began meeting bi-monthly during the period of 
concentration on Brooklyn Friends School.  

After clearly stating in a stand-alone Minute that working with Labor 
Unions is compatible with Quaker doctrine, we tended to the 
organization of a supportive and spirit-led group to assist, listen and pray 
with all parties in the Brooklyn Friends School community. We continue 
to search for ways to be of assistance 

As the COVID epidemic in New York City has continued to effect life in 
ways yet to be understood, we have considered what the effect of losing 
in-person worship for this period means to NYC Quakers going forward. 
It’s been said that COVID sequestration has visited the effects of war 
without the occurrence of war. We will be dealing with the aftermath for 
some time. 

The pandemic has also highlighted the differences in distribution of 
resources that become visible in meeting with people with access to the 
commercial technologies. Those without access, due to lack of means or 
desire, become almost invisible to those with access. The problem of 
homelessness multiplies. Misery is seen clearly on the streets. Hunger is 
palpable. We witness and discussed what response could be made to the 
need. 

CQL (Concern for Quaker Living), a NYQM Working Group under the 
care of M&C, continues to meet weekly for worship and the 
consideration of the needs of living in community. Fruits of this inquiry 
include the Summary of the Community Needs Study and final report of 



the study sited below*. We submit to members that keeping current with 
developments from CQL is time well spent. 

As we struggle as a community to address the structures of Racism that 
have permeated the thoughts and actions of our Society for centuries, 
M&C has been considering ways to bring Friends together to labor with 
these concerns.  For the moment we have made funds available to  
Monthly Meetings who are actively seeking way forward to address 
these systemic concerns. 

One pandemic period event which M&C was able to sponsor was a 
virtual concert with Quaker Musician and luminary John McCutcheon; 
“Calling All the Children Home: Songs of the Spirit, Faith, and 
Inclusion” on May First via the internet streaming service Mandolin. It 
was an excellent opportunity to work with Staff and other Committees 
(notably Communications). The metas: 179 “clicks,” Forty participants 
for a gross of $780.00 and a net to the QM general fund of $219.00.  

For some decades, the primary focus of M&C has been three-fold: the 
responsibilities to support the quarterly meeting clerk, to maintain an 
eldering presence at the Quarterly Meetings, and to offer assistance to 
the Monthly Meetings hosting the Quarterly Meetings. We were given a 
discretionary budget by the Meeting to assist in this and serve as a 
modest grant giver to ministries that well-up outside of the usual 
budgetary procedures. Since there have been no in-person Meetings 
since Third Month of 2020, the latter responsibility has been shifted to 
private homes and technology. We mention this to remind us of the labor 
of which will be necessary to build the new normal. 

With the lack of need to fund in-person ministries, the availability of 
funds for witness activities enabled us to support a request from the 
African Education Fund Committee, M&C agreed to give them a grant 
of $6000 to support their work. We suggest every member of the Quarter 
read the text of this request which is attached to this report**.  

$4,000 remains in our annual budget. 



M&C continues to be available to meet with Friends in the Quarter or 
Committees of the Quarter to be a pastoral presence when need arises.  
Please let the clerk of the committee know of your request. We remind 
Friends of good standard operating procedure: to be gentle with each 
other and gentle with themselves. 

NYQM Ministry and Counsel Committee, 2021: 

Hugo Lane, Nancy Britton (ex-o), Robert Wilber,  
Ed Elder (incoming clerk), Linda Clarke, 
Zachary Edminister, Steven Monroe Smith (clerk),  
David Herendeen, Jolene Festa 

*<20210712_CQL_Needs_Study_Summary(1).pdf> 
<20210421_CQL_Final_Needs_Report.pdf> 

**<20210314_African_Education_Grant_Request_to_M&C>  


