
New York Quarterly Meeting, Religious Society of Friends 
18th Day of Tenth Month 2020

Flushing Monthly Meeting Zoom/video-conferencing
Flushing, New York

Minutes
Jubilee final meeting

Present: Nancy Britton (Morningside), clerk; Ian Hansen (Fifteenth Street), assistant clerk.
Attendance: Brooklyn 32, Fifteenth Street 17, Flushing 6, Manhattan 2, Morningside 19, 
Staten Island 1, Quarterly Meeting General Manager 1, Other 93. Total 171.

2020.10.01 Meeting begins at 1pm with waiting worship. The clerk reads the statement 
below regarding the conclusion of our jubilee year and the challenges we have come to 
face:

Friends,

I would like to take us back to two years ago when we were last at Flushing for an October
Quarterly Meeting and we began to undertake the discernment of a Jubilee year. This was
in the wake of a difficult concern at Friends Seminary. We find ourselves closing out our 
jubilee year – or rather 5 quarters-  worshiping by video-conferencing in the middle of an 
pandemic and being asked to take up another concern of our schools. 

This fall has stretched us all as we attempt to regain some normalcy in our lives while 
laboring with the ‘abundance of caution’ required to keep us all safe. Clearly, we are all 
struggling with an abundance of challenges.

Let’s take time this afternoon in our worship and silences to appreciate all the work we 
have done together during this jubilee, and to continue to hold, appreciate, and grow our 
connections and strengthen our deepening relationships. 

This will be our foundation as we engage in deep listening to the reports we will hear, and 
the minutes we will approve this afternoon. How deeply we can listen may be tested as we 
hear witness and testimony on our school communities concerns. Although an immediate 
crisis is past, we have the very hard work of acknowledging all of our woundings and to 
begin the hard work of healing each other and our communities.  With our hearts and ears 
open, and with empathy, compassion and love, together we will find a way forward.

2020.10.02 Friends approve, as part of the consent agenda, the nominations by the 
Nominating Committee, which are appended to these minutes.



2020.10.03 Joan Malin, clerk of Brooklyn Monthly Meeting, reads Brooklyn’s quarterly 
report, which is appended to these minutes. Friends accept the report.

2020.10.04 Friends approve the minute below, brought by Brooklyn Monthly Meeting:

Our Quaker faith and testimonies honor work and encourage us to approach it with
integrity, diligence, and concern. Managing a Quaker institution while engaging
with a union representing its workforce is consistent with our values.

Two recent resignations of Quaker-appointed members of the Brooklyn Friends
School Board of Trustees have heightened recurring concerns that the Quaker
values and process at the heart of our faith are not appropriately being reflected by
the engagement between the Brooklyn Friends School administration and the
Board of Trustees at this time. This has arisen at a time of much concern about the
school’s reaction to union representation at Brooklyn Friends School. We ask the
New York Quarterly Meeting to take up this issue and find a way forward to 
address our concerns.

Parents of children of color at Brooklyn Friends School have identified a
longstanding experience of a failure of Brooklyn Friends School to listen and
respond to the need for equity. Children of color have presented these issues for a
number of years and they have not been attended to by the school or the Trustees.
We ask the New York Quarterly Meeting to take up this issue and to focus on the
systemic racism and inequality that must be recognized and addressed to speak to
the concerns of the Brooklyn Friends School community of parents, workers,
faculty, alums and students.

We have since learned that BFS agreed to rescind the NLRB request to decertify 
the union and we are hopeful that negotiations at the school will continue. We hold 
BFS trustees, administration, teachers, staff, parents and students all in the light, in
the hope that the BFS community can find a positive, fruitful way forward. Brooklyn 
meeting will continue to work with the school and offer all the help that we can, 
including love and prayer, in the hope that the school can one again thrive.

As the minute requests, NYQM Friends commit to taking on issues related to labor rights, 
systemic racism and inequality at Brooklyn Friends School as well as Friends Seminary 
and Mary McDowell, and, going forward, to consider proposals for action brought to 
NYQM on these matters by bodies of the Quarter or the full Quarter itself. 



Friends note that Brooklyn Friends School has since withdrawn their petition to the 
National Labor Relations Board to decertify the union of Brooklyn Friends School faculty 
and staff. 

2020.10.05 Glenn Josey, clerk of Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting, reads Fifteenth 
Street’s quarterly report, which is appended to these minutes. Friends accept the report.

2020.10.06 Friends approve the minute below, from Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting, with
the amendment in brackets:

Friends hear an update on the situation at Brooklyn Friends School through an 
email from [three former clerks of the Brooklyn Friends School Committee] to the 
clerk of NYQM.  Friends express a deep sense of care and love for all people 
involved with the School and hold everyone in the light. While we are not privy to 
the details of the negotiation, we want to reaffirm the two deeply held Quaker values
of respect for the individual, and the respect for individuals to bargain collectively. 
Friends note that Quaker decision making process and values are not in conflict 
with collective bargaining and that attempts to represent our values should be 
comprehensive. We are united in prayer that whatever the outcome it fully respects 
the equality of all members of the BFS community.  One Friend stands aside.

2020.10.07 Gloria Thompson, co-clerk of Manhattan Monthly Meeting, reads Manhattan’s 
quarterly report, which is appended to these minutes. Friends accept the report.

2020.10.08 Jane Alexandre, clerk of Morningside Monthly Meeting, reads Morningside’s 
quarterly report, which is appended to these minutes. Friends accept the report.

2020.10.09 Ted Lochwyn, clerk of Staten Island Meeting, reads Staten Island’s quarterly 
report, which is appended to these minutes. Friends accept the report.

2020.10.10 Friends approve the following dates for 2022 NYQM: 
January 16th: Brooklyn Friends Meeting, Brooklyn
April 17th:  Fifteenth Street Meeting, Manhattan [Easter]
July 16th:  Saturday, Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn
October 16th: Flushing Monthly Meeting, Flushing



2020.10.11 Ed Elder, of NYQM Ministry and Counsel, reads the Jubilee closing summary, 
which is appended to these minutes. Friends accept the report.

2020.10.12 Hugo Lane, of Ministry and Counsel, reads a report regarding Quakers and 
unions. Friends accept the report, which is appended to these minutes, and affirm the 
associated section on Quakers support of unions from NYYM’s Faith and Practice (2018).

2020.10.13 Ed Elder, of Ministry and Counsel, reads the report from Concern for Quaker 
Living (CQL), which is appended to these minutes.  Friends accept the report.

2020.10.14 Katherine Alford, clerk of NYQM Trustees, reads the report on reopening 
Friends’ meeting houses, which is appended to these minutes. Friends accept the report.

2020.10.15 Sally Campbell, clerk of Downtown Allowed Meeting, reads that meeting’s 
report, which is appended to these minutes.  Friends accept the report.

2020.10.16 The Meeting directs our clerk to send minutes 2020.10.04, 2020.10.06, 
2020.10.12 (with appended report) and 2020.10.18 to the BFS Head of School, BFS 
Trustees, the BFS union, and BFS Friends and Families.

2020.10.17 Friends engage in worshipful listening to one another sharing concerns and 
insights for our Brooklyn Friends School and Quaker communities on working together to 
heal and discern possible ways forward. Friends agree to form an ad hoc committee to 
discern how the Quarter can support the Brooklyn Care Relationship Committee in their 
work for labor justice, racial justice and equality at Brooklyn Friends School, as well as 
encouraging familiarity with Friends’ values and practices. Those interested in 
volunteering for the committee should contact the clerk, assistant clerk and Ministry and 
Counsel clerk (nancy AT brittonfamily DOT org, steviepesce AT icloud DOTcom).

Then, at 5:40pm, the meeting concluded with a period of waiting worship.



ADDENDUM: 
2020.10.18 The minute attached called “BFS/Union/Community Relations” recognizes 
and acknowledges the trauma of the recent events surrounding the BFS Union, 
community and administration. We also acknowledge the long standing pain of Children of
Color in BFS and the desire of the NYQM to share our resources for healing. This minute 
was passed by M&C and posted on the website. M&C asks to meet with the BFS Care 
Committee and receive a report early in the new year on this concern’s progress. 

2020.10.19 The assistant clerk notes that he physically mailed or electronically submitted 
letters expressing Friends’ call for a constitutional amendment to fully end U.S. slavery to 
the President of the United States, the Attorney General, New York State Senators and all 
New York City Congressional Representatives, as well as to Friends Committee on 
National Legislation (FCNL), as requested in NYQM minute 2020.07.06. FCNL has 
published a summary of the content of the letters on its website at 
https://www.fcnl.org/updates/quaker-statements-on-police-violence-and-racism-2837
FCNL has all of its lobbying priorities set for the next two years, but encouraged the 
submission of this concern to their priorities process for lobbying in advance of Spring 
2022. Until then, FCNL can still provide lobbying resources to delegations of Friends who 
wish to lobby elected officials on this matter. A relevant email to the assistant clerk from 
Bobby Trice, Quaker Engagement Associate for FCNL, is appended to these minutes. 
[letter is in the announcements]

ATTACHMENTS:
Brooklyn Monthly Meeting Report
Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting
Manhattan Monthly Meeting Report
Morningside Meeting Report
Staten Island Meeting Report
Downtown Allowed Meeting Annual Report
M&C Jubilee closing summary
M&C minute on Quakers and unions
M&C CQL report – update on project
M&C BFS/Union/Community Reconciliation 
Nominating Committee – proposed nominations
Nominating Committee – BMM nomination for BFS Trustees
Trustees Report on reopening the meeting houses 

Brooklyn Friends School Annual Report-declined to report night before
Flushing Monthly Meeting Report – no report submitted



Educational Fund Report - no report submitted

UPCOMING APPROVED NYQM DATES:
2021 NYQM dates:
January 17th: Brooklyn Friends Meeting, Brooklyn
April 18th: Fifteenth Street Meeting, Manhattan
July 17th: Saturday, Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn
October 17th: Morningside Monthly Meeting, Manhattan

2022 NYQM dates:
January 16th: Brooklyn Friends Meeting, Brooklyn
April 17th:  Fifteenth Street Meeting, Manhattan [Easter]
July 16th:  Saturday, Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn
October 16th: Flushing Monthly Meeting, Flushing

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
(virtual) Interfaith Unity Walk on Sunday, October 25th at 3 PM organized by the 
Flushing Interfaith Council, which works to create understanding and common ground 
among various faith traditions in our community. To join us, please register with the 
following link: zoom webinar registerJohn Choe 646-783-8985. 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_p-TL2sayRMyahl37DTb0nw

Quaker Cemetery is having a work day on Saturday, November 7th. Two shifts with 30 
person limit. Times and directions with sign up instructions are posted on nycquakers.org. 
No rain date.

An invitation from Glenn Josey and Helen Garay Toppins. 
During the Iraq War, Friends in New York City formed a network. We called it NYC Peace 
Friends. It was not a committee or an organization – it was a communications network. We
met every 4-6 weeks with representation from NYC Quaker meetings and discussed each 
Meeting’s peace activities. We offered advice and constructive support. We informed 
Friends in NYC about what each Meeting was doing. We attended each other’s events. 
Occasionally, we came together as a NYC Quaker group and participated in marches and 
demonstrations. We would like to create a similar anti-racism network – NYC Friends for 
Racial Justice. Please let us know if you are interested in participating. And please 
spread the word.



Ribbon International:
The Ribbon International 2020 event commemorating the 75th anniversary of the 1945 
atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Friends can view the inspiring Ribbon2020 
Virtual Book at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NDthNVnECPA&feature=youtu.be 

Email from Bobby Trice of FCNL to assistant clerk

October 5, 2020

Dear Friend Ian,
 
Thank you for being a messenger of this corporate witness calling for a 
constitutional amendment to end slavery. I really appreciate the significance of 
NYQM coming to unity around this action and NYYM endorsing the call. It’s 
heartening to hear and deeply inspiring. The background statement is very powerful
– thank you for sharing with me and your elected officials. We have been compiling 
and publishing minutes and statements on racial justice, policing, and related 
advocacy on our website at fcnl.org/statements. Could I add your minute and 
background statement to our page?
 
As you may know, FCNL sets its lobbying priorities for each new Congress through 
the priorities process every two years. This year, we collected worshipfully 
discerned priorities from over 200 Quaker meetings and Friends churches around 
the country – the deadline for submission was May 1, 2020. Our governance has 
set this standard for ensuring FCNL’s work is rightly ordered and representative of 
Friends’ worship and discernment nationwide. Right now, our Policy Committee is 
seasoning Friends’ submissions and will present a set of draft priorities for approval
by the General Committee at FCNL’s Annual Meeting and Quaker Public Policy 
Institute, November 14-17.
 
While it is not our practice to commit the organization to lobbying on issues raised 
outside of the priorities process, we encourage Friends to draw on our lobbying 
resources in their own advocacy. Even if FCNL isn’t able to take up the specific 
push for this constitutional amendment right now, Friends can carry forward this 
faithful and prophetic advocacy by lobbying elected officials as follow up to sending 
the proposed amendment and background statement.  
 
Here are a few resources that may be of use:

● FCNL.org/lobbyfromhome  : Our landing page for virtual lobbying – includes a
form for requesting support in scheduling a lobby visit for you and/or fellow 
advocates  

● Learn to Lobby in 30 Minutes   (biweekly virtual lobby training on Tuesdays)
● Step-by-Step Guide to Virtual Lobbying  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NDthNVnECPA&feature=youtu.be


● FCNL’s Annual Meeting and Quaker Public Policy Institute, November 14-  
17. This year, we will be meeting virtually and lobbying for the Justice in 
Policing Act to bring about far overdue law enforcement reforms addressing 
racist police brutality. I invite Friends to join us to lobby for racial justice – the
lobby training we’ll hold during the Quaker Public Policy Institute may be 
helpful for NYQM and NYYM Friends interested in lobbying for this 
constitutional amendment.

 
Thank you again for sharing this corporate witness with me and with FCNL – I am 
inspired by the vision Friends hold for our world.
 
Ever faithfully onward,
Bobby
 
Bobby Trice
Quaker Engagement Associate
Friends Committee on National Legislation
rtrice@fcnl.org | (202) 903-2502



New York Quarterly Meeting, Religious Society of Friends
Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business

 Zoom/video-conferencing: Flushing Meeting
18th day of tenth month 2020

AGENDA
Jubilee final meeting

11-12pm: Meeting for Worship: joining Flushing Meeting for Zoom worship
 1pm-3:30pm: Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business

*** ZOOM link is at the bottom of this document***

Guidelines for the body to make our meeting go smoothly:
 Please read all reports on the website prior to the meeting. 

Several ways to read reports during the meeting:
1. go to www.nycquakers.org and use the link on the front page
2. use this link: and select the report you wish to read.
3. In your browser type in www.nycquakers.org and the NYQM website will come up. In the 

first column on  the left, click on Quarterly Meeting Documents and towards the bottom of 
the left sidebar in “July Meeting 2020”, check the box taking you to all the documents.

 “Guidelines” cheat sheet for using Zoom during the meeting can be found on a link on the front
page of the website, www.nycquakers.org. 

Consent agenda:
Nominating Committee – nominations

Reports:
Brooklyn Monthly Meeting Report
Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting - no report submitted
Flushing Monthly Meeting Report
Manhattan Monthly Meeting Report
Morningside Meeting Report
Staten Island Meeting Report

2022 NYQM dates for approval [NYYM summer sessions likely July 3-9; FGC likely July 17-23]
January 16th: Brooklyn Friends Meeting, Brooklyn
April 17th: Fifteenth Street Meeting, Manhattan [Easter]
July 16th: Saturday, Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn
October 16th: Flushing Monthly Meeting, Flushing

http://www.nycquakers.org/
http://www.nycquakers.org/
http://www.nycquakers.org/


M&C Jubilee closing summary
M&C minute on Quakers and unions
CQL report – update on project
Report on reopening the meeting houses 
Downtown Allowed Meeting Annual Report
Education Committee Annual Report

Brooklyn Friends School Annual Report

Listening meeting: We will spend about an hour or so in worshipful listening to one another sharing 
concerns and insights for our BFS and Quaker communities on working together to heal and discern 
possible ways forward.

-only speak once in this session
-speaking will be timed at 2 minutes
-unmute and give your name and meeting/affiliation
-listen deeply and hold each speaker with respect and in the Light
-we will leave some silence between speakers
-three ways to ask to speak: 
◦ raise your hand
◦ type your name into chat
◦ wave in the video

Close with silence...

  

Reports delayed until next meeting:
Mary McDowell Annual Report 
Friends Seminary Annual Report 

BFS concern – informational sites:
https://www.nycquakers.org/2020/10/06/2020_08_18-documents-re-bfs-concern/–  also a link on the 
front page of nycquakers.org to documents on this concern
https://4bfscolleagues.cargo.site/
https://www.bfsunion.org/
https://brooklynfriends.org/ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
An invitation from Glenn Josey and Helen Garay Toppins. 
During the Iraq War, Friends in New York City formed a network. We called it NYC Peace Friends. It 
was not a committee or an organization – it was a communications network. We met every 4-6 weeks 
with representation from NYC Quaker meetings and discussed each Meeting’s peace activities. We 

https://brooklynfriends.org/
https://www.nycquakers.org/2020/10/06/2020_08_18-documents-re-bfs-concern/


offered advice and constructive support. We informed Friends in NYC about what each Meeting was 
doing. We attended each other’s events. Occasionally, we came together as a NYC Quaker group and 
participated in marches and demonstrations. We would like to create a similar anti-racism network – 
NYC Friends for Racial Justice. Please let us know if you are interested in participating. And please 
spread the word.

Ribbon International:
The Ribbon International 2020 event commemorating the 75th anniversary of the 1945 atomic 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Friends can view the inspiring Ribbon2020 Virtual Book at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NDthNVnECPA&feature=youtu.be 

UPCOMING APPROVED NYQM DATES:
2021 NYQM dates:
January 17th: Brooklyn Friends Meeting, Brooklyn
April 18th: Fifteenth Street Meeting, Manhattan
July 17th: Saturday, Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn
October 17th: Morningside Monthly Meeting, Manhattan

ZOOM LINK FOR THIS MEETING:

Flushing Monthly Meeting Meeting for Worship
New York Quarterly Meeting Meeting for Business
Social hour in between
Oct 18, 2020 11:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) - 5:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Click this link to join Zoom meeting by video
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7846958167

Meeting ID: 784 695 8167
Passcode: GeorgeFox

Mobile phone dial-in
Tap number below on mobile phones in order to call. 
After message requesting code tap phone again and code will be entered automatically.
+16465588656,,7846958167#

Traditional Phone Call In
Dial by phone and code
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
Code: 784 695 8167

Passcode: GeorgeFox

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7846958167
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NDthNVnECPA&feature=youtu.be


New York Quarterly Meeting, Religious Society of Friends
Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business

 Zoom/video-conferencing

ADVANCE AGENDA
Jubilee meeting-last one

11-12pm: Meeting for Worship: joining Flushing Meeting for Zoom worship, the  invitation 
will be sent a few days prior to the meeting

 1pm-3:30pm: Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business
******

 Zoom invitation will be the same as for the Flushing Meeting

DEADLINES FOR REPORTS:

* Friday, October 9th : Items received after this date will not be considered for this meeting.

*Announcements to be made at the NYQM by the clerk should be submitted prior to the meeting by 
email for inclusion in the minutes.

The following order of agenda items will be changed prior to the Meeting.

Consent agenda:
Nominating Committee – nominations

Reports:
Friends Seminary Annual Report
Brooklyn Friends Annual Report
Mary McDowell Annual Report
Downtown Allowed Meeting Annual Report
Education Committee Annual Report
Communications Quarterly Report
CQL update report
Report on reopening the meeting houses 

M&C: Jubilee activity

Brooklyn Monthly Meeting Report



Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting
Flushing Monthly Meeting Report
Manhattan Monthly Meeting Report – no report
Morningside Monthly Meeting Report
Staten Island Meeting

2022 NYQM dates: for approval [NYYM summer sessions likely July 3-9; FGC likely July 17-23]
January 16th: Brooklyn Friends Meeting, Brooklyn
April 17th: Fifteenth Street Meeting, Manhattan [Easter]
July 16th: Saturday, Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn
October 16th: Flushing Monthly Meeting, Flushing

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

An invitation from Glenn Josey and Helen Garay Toppins. 

During the Iraq War, Friends in New York City formed a network. We called it NYC Peace Friends. It 
was not a committee or an organization – it was a communications network. We met every 4-6 weeks 
with representation from NYC Quaker meetings and discussed each Meeting’s peace activities. We 
offered advice and constructive support. We informed Friends in NYC about what each Meeting was 
doing. We attended each other’s events. Occasionally, we came together as a NYC Quaker group and 
participated in marches and demonstrations. We would like to create a similar anti-racism network – 
NYC Friends for Racial Justice. Please let us know if you are interested in participating. And please 
spread the word.

UPCOMING NYQM DATES:

2020 NYQM dates:
July 18th: Saturday, Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park
October 18th: Flushing Monthly Meeting, Flushing

2021 NYQM dates:
January 17th: Brooklyn Friends Meeting, Brooklyn
April 18th: Fifteenth Street Meeting, Manhattan
July 17th: Saturday, Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn
October 17th: Morningside Monthly Meeting, Manhattan



Formatting instructions when submitting reports for our website: 
 Use only a PDF format
 All files should be named as the following: YYYYMMDD_MorningsideMonthlyMeeting or 

20201018_CommunicationsCommitteeAnnualReport. 
 incorrect example: 2018-10-28 Title of Document)
 Do not put NYQM in the document name.

Thank you, this helps our office staff!



FIFTEENTH STREET MONTHLY MEETING 
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 

15 Rutherford Place, New York, NY 10003 
Telephone (212) 475-0466 

fifteenthstreetny@yahoo.com 
http://fifteenth.quaker.org/ 

 
18 October 2020 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

Over the past 3 months the meeting has continued to meet primarily through zoom.  We held 
Meeting for Worship each first day at 11:00 AM on zoom with First Day School at 10:00 AM.  On second and 
Fourth first days we held bible study on zoom at 9:30.  Our Peace Vigil at the Washington Square Arch, 
which has occured for over 30 years, on the first first day of the month has resumed meeting in July, August, 
September and October.  We have also held a Silent Vigil for Healing and Social Justice each Wednesday 
in the courtyard at 15th Street.   

We held Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business on September 13 and October 11, 
traditionally we do not meet in August.  We had no changes to our  membership in this quarter.  We 
continued the Jubilee year along with NYQM. In September we asked our Ad Hoc Committee on Racial 
Justice to develop queries for the meeting on racial justice. There was moving ministry given on this query. 
The committee also read a beautiful statement on racial justice that was adopted by the meeting.    At this 
meeting, we also established an Ad Hoc Committee on the 13th Amendment that is working with other 
monthly, quarterly, regional, yearly Quaker meetings as well as other Quaker and non Quaker organizations 
to add a new amendment to the US Constitution to address the 13th Amendment minute approved by 
15th Street, NYQM and NYYM.  The committee will also track the progress of US Congressional support.  In 
October we concluded our jubilee year with a query on forgiveness.  We also heard a semi-annual  report 
from a Friend travelling in the Ministry about the work she has been doing and how it has changed during 
covid.  

At a Called Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business on October 5, Friends discussed two 
topics, reopening the Meetinghouse and the ongoing situation at Brooklyn Friends School.  Friends 
approved the following minutes.  

2020.10.03 Friends consider reopening the meetinghouse and if the meeting will use zoom 
technology for a blended meeting.  Friends agree that at this time we do not have enough 
experience and information about blended meetings to make a long term decision about the 
meeting at this time.  Friends agree that the meeting should come back in stages.  The first stage 
would include an outdoor in person meeting held at 9:30 am without a zoom component.  The 
meeting should look into having outdoor heaters in order to facilitate this meeting during the 
colder months.  The meeting would also have an 11:00 am meeting that is primarily held on zoom. 
The zoom meeting could be supplemented with a few Friends in the meetinghouse courtyard with 
a laptop for zooming.  Friends will spend time discerning how these meetings will occur and will 
revisit the issue in the spring.  The meeting also asks the property committee to continue to work 
with the acoustic consultant & the historic renovation architect to work out the technology issues 
for longer term installation. 

 
2020.10.04  Friends hear an update on the situation at Brooklyn Friends School through an 

email from Alice Pope to the clerk of NYQM.  Friends express a deep sense of care and love for all 
people involved with the School and hold everyone in the light.  While we are not privy to the 
details of the negotiation, we want to reaffirm the two deeply held Quaker values of respect for 
the individual, and the respect for individuals to bargain collectively. Friends note that Quaker 
decision making process and values are not in conflict with collective bargaining and that 
attempts to represent our values should be comprehensive. We are united in prayer that whatever 
the outcome it fully respects the equality of all members of the BFS community.  One Friend stands 
aside.  
 

On September 9, the meeting hosted an opening reception for the Masked NYC exhibit in the outer 
courtyard at the meetinghouse.  The exhibit displayed 40 portraits of individuals wearing masks.  The 
portraits were hung on the fences starting by the Black Lives Mural on the Penington House Wall and 
continued around the corner to the end of the fence at the corner of 16th Street.  40 people came to the 
outdoor socially distanced opening and many more visited the exhibit.  The exhibit was a great chance for 
the meeting to work with Penington House and Friends Seminary as an outward expression of our Quaker 
Values. 
In Friendship, 
 
 
 
Glenn Josey 
Clerk, Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting 

mailto:fifteenthstreetny@yahoo.com
mailto:fifteenthstreetny@yahoo.com
http://fifteenth.quaker.org/


20201018_Brooklyn clerk ‘s report 
Brooklyn Monthly Meeting  
 
We continue during this period of COVID pandemic to meet via Zoom Sunday mornings at 9:00 
and 11:00 for worship.  Worship is also held Tuesday nights at 6:30. Friends from many places 
along with long term friends now living far away continue to join us, for which we are grateful. 
We have held three business meetings by Zoom during this quarter. In cooperation with the 
Quarter, we have begun to actively imagine what a return to in-person worship in the 
meetinghouse might be.  Many members of our community have been resourceful in 
developing online get togethers, exploring questions of racial healing, and Quaker faith. 
Community dinner continues to provide packaged meals for our neighbors each month.  The 
communications committee through twice a week announcements links us to AFSC, Pendle Hill 
and other Quaker and social justice activities.  First day school held a social distanced gathering 
in a nearby park to initiate the start of the fall first day school.  We also held four worship 
meetings, following public health guidelines, in New York Quarterly meeting’s cemetery in 
Prospect Park. The time to worship together outdoors in the cemetery, despite wearing masks 
and keeping apart, was restorative and appreciated by all who attended.  
 
Since July, we have welcomed two new members, Emily Goldberg- Hall and Adam Peiffer.   One 
Member, April DiComo, was granted a transfer to Montclair meeting, where she and her family 
now reside.  
 
We were deeply saddened and dismayed by the turmoil at Brooklyn Friends School, a much 
beloved part of our community.  A called meeting was facilitated by the Brooklyn Friends 
School Care Relationship Committee on Sept 2, more than 220 people attended and 
thoughtfully and prayerfully considered BFS’s administration decision to seek NLRB approval to 
decertify the union at the school, based on its religious affiliation. We continued to hold the 
school community in the light and were heartened by a proposal from BFS former clerks, which 
called for mediation between the union and school leadership as a way forward.  
 
At Oct business meeting, attended by more than 100 members of the larger Quaker 
community, including many parents of children at BFS. Parents spoke about their concerns for 
their children’s future as well as their love of the school, in the hope that the union issue can 
successfully be resolved and the school community can once again come together and heal. 
The seemingly lack of progress and the pending strike led parents to come to the business 
meeting. In addition, parents of children of color voiced the deep pain and hurt that their 
children have experienced in past years at the school, but they also voiced belief in the school’s 
values and possibilities, and they hope that the school community can hear their concerns and 
can come together again. From this discernment, we passed the following minute.  
 

2020.10.10 The assistant clerk brings forth the below minute for consideration by 
the meeting to the New York Quarterly Meeting. The minutes below are discussed 
and adopted by the meeting.  



All of the business relationships of Friends should be carried on in a spirit of love 
and service. If we keep before us the faith that there is an indwelling Spirit in every 
person we encounter, then personal dealings and relations of management and 
labor become integral to our religious lives and allow us to witness to our 
testimonies.  
Faith and Practice, The Book of Discipline of New York Yearly Meeting of the 
Religious Society of Friends, 2018 Edition, Fruits of the Spirit (Work), p. 35.  
Our Quaker faith and testimonies honor work and encourage us to approach it with 
integrity, diligence, and concern. Managing a Quaker institution while engaging 
with a union representing its workforce is consistent with our values.  
Two recent resignations of Quaker-appointed members of the Brooklyn Friends 
School Board of Trustees have heightened recurring concerns that the Quaker 
values and process at the heart of our faith are not appropriately being reflected by 
the engagement between the Brooklyn Friends School administration and the 
Board of Trustees at this time. This has arisen at a time of much concern about the 
school’s reaction to union representation at Brooklyn Friends School. We ask the 
New York Quarterly Meeting to take up this issue and find way forward to address 
our concerns.  
Parents of children of color at Brooklyn Friends School have identified a 
longstanding experience of a failure of Brooklyn Friends School to listen and 
respond to the need for equity. Children of color have presented these issues for a 
number of years and they have not been attended to by the school or the Trustees. 
We ask the New York Quarterly Meeting to take up this issue and to focus on the 
systemic racism and inequality that must be recognized and addressed to speak to 
the concerns of the Brooklyn Friends School community of parents, workers, 
faculty, alum and students.  
 
We have since learned that BFS agreed to rescind the NLRB request to decertify the union and 
we are hopeful that negotiations at the school will continue.  We hold BFS trustees, 
administration, teachers, staff, parents and students all in the light, in the hope that the BFS 
community can find a positive, fruitful way forward. Brooklyn meeting will continue to work 
with the school and offer all the help that we can, including love and prayer, in the hope that 
the school can one again thrive.  
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20201018-NYQM BFS/Union/Community Reconciliation 

Friends, 

The New York Quarterly Meeting Ministry and Counsel Committee (NYQM 
M&C) feels we must recognize the recent events surrounding the Union at 
Brooklyn Friends School. Our testimonies and advices lead us not to assign 
blame, but to acknowledge the high level of trauma to which these events 
have led. As such traumas can only be healed first through acknowledgment, 
let us all recognize what has happened here. 

To the Brooklyn Monthly Meeting concern as to questions of the “values and 
process at the heart of our faith,” we would ask Friends to give the BFS/
Brooklyn Monthly Meeting Care Committee both the time and peace to 
recover to address this issue. We will forward your concern. 

To the concern featuring Children of Color at Brooklyn Friends School, we 
are open to sharing our resources for the healing of this long-standing pain in 
our Community. We encourage and support the  BFS/Brooklyn Monthly 
Meeting Care Committee in taking up this matter in a direct manner. NYQM 
M&C asks to meet with the Care Committee regarding progress on this issue 
early in the new year.  

In times as these, with the very great demands externally being made upon 
the humanity of us all, let us reach down deep into ourselves first and find 
ways forward together. Ministry and Counsel makes itself available to assist 
in reconciliation between all effected by these events. 

NYQM M&C Committee 
Tenth Month, Eighteen, 2020
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Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
15 Rutherford Place 

New York, NY 10013 
New York Quarterly Meeting 

Ministry and Counsel Committee 
 (NYQM M&C) 

Regular Meeting-Tenth Month 
10.13.2020 

Friends, 

Beginning Seventh Month, 2019 until today, the New York Quarterly Meeting has 
observed a celebration of Jubilee. From the initial Summer gathering at the Friends 
Cemetery in Prospect Park, Brooklyn, “the Quarter” rose up as a unified body of 
Worshippers and reached out to each other and all. A success of the Jubilee 
exercise was that the “hard to define” existence of our spiritual relationship 
became more palpable. In Monthly Meetings, queries from Ministry and Counsel 
were considered in deep listening and answering. Programs, problems and joys 
were shared across the Monthly Meeting frame into an area which is the Quarterly 
Meeting. For this blessing, we are grateful. 

In meeting together throughout the Autumn and Winter of 2019-20, Friends 
participated in a number of events both at the Monthly Meeting level and in the  
reorganized Quarterly Meetings with a great focus on our shared spiritual journey. 
As all are aware, the occurrence of COVID-19 safety and isolation protocols 
presented limitations in travel and gathering which shunted all activity of the 
Quarterly Meeting “inside.” For those with access to the technology, much of 
“Quaker business” could be handled through video conferencing. As for organized 
Jubilee activity and focus, for many spending months in our homes became an 
enforced retreat from business as usual. 

Today we close our observation of Jubilee with gratitude to each other and the 
eternal for this dedicated focus on what it means to be a traveler on a shared 
spiritual path. 

Stay Well Friends. 

NYQM Ministry and Counsel Committee 
Tenth Month, Eighteen, 2020
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Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
15 Rutherford Place 

New York, NY 10013 
New York Quarterly Meeting 

Ministry and Counsel Committee 
 (NYQM M&C) 

Regular Meeting-Tenth Month 
10.13.2020 

Friends, 

Following is the Tenth Month, 2020 report from Concern for 
Quaker Living (CQL). This working group is organized as a 
subcommittee of M&W and has faithfully and regularly reported 
on their activities. In accepting this report, M&C approves the 
contained CQL request to apply for a NYS Council of Churches 
grant for a housing study.  We also note the social work intern 
project with Columbia School of Social Work is moving forward. 

NYQM Ministry and Counsel Committee 
Tenth Month, Eighteen, 2020 



20201018-CQL_Update Tenth Month 

Concern for Quaker Living (CQL) Update 

October 2020 report to NYQM M&C and NYQM 

  

CQL has been meeting weekly since March 2020, primarily to check in with each other and, more 
recently, to resume our conversations about mutual accountability in times of need and related housing  
and support issues, particularly as we grow older. 

We have been exploring a relationship with University Settlement, a well-established, NYC settlement 
house with program locations throughout lower Manhattan and Brooklyn. A meeting with them resulted in 
several possible next steps for providing services to our elders (currently being referred to specific 
meetings) and offering workshops of interest to us.  

From an article Joan Malin contributed to Spark, Larry Spears, a Quaker Universalist from Detroit, 
contacted her, sharing a comprehensive services checklist and a request to collaborate.  We are 
exploring ways to engage with him. 
Beginning mid-summer, we have added discernment around racial justice issues to our worship and work. 
Our social work intern/needs assessment project to identify and meet the needs of our meetings as 
members age is moving forward beautifully.  As reported earlier, we have established the project’s 
advisory committee, constituted with the following friends –Scott Blumenthal, Mary Doty, Pat Donahue, 
Joe Gosler, Callie Janoff, Joan Malin, Michael Phillips, Charlene Ray, and Carol Wilkinson. We have 
created a scope of work document with objectives, and timeline (see below). We interviewed several 
social work intern candidates from the Columbia School of Social Work and selected Daniel DeBrucker to 
start October 19 and to work through Spring 2021. Callie Janoff will serve as Task Supervisor. This fall, 
we anticipate engaging monthly meetings in our needs assessments.  We continue to look at existing 
NYC elder care resources with whom we might collaborate. 

 Work Plan 

Working with each monthly meeting in the NY Quarter, we invite each meeting to participate as it can. 
CQL plans to meet with M&C/Pastoral Care committees of each Meeting to identify older members who 
are now receiving pastoral care or others who have program ideas or interest. We anticipate reviewing 
membership lists, engaging ARCH volunteers and pastoral care committees.  Upon achieving active 
engagement of monthly meetings, a series of planning sessions, likely organized around geography 
rather than meeting, are anticipated to identify program interests and needs and, importantly, raise 
awareness of both issues and resources.  These sessions will be facilitated by our student social work 
intern under the care of the Task Supervisor and the Advisory Committee.  From these sessions we hope 
that care models, along with a vetted list of elder care providers (organizations, individuals, websites) will 
emerge. The work plan is attached to this report and comments/concerns/suggestions from our Quaker 
Friends are welcome (and may be addressed to Charlene Ray (charleneceis@gmail.com) 

 Framework 

The framework for our planning is threefold: 

1) a successful program must engage those we seek to serve so we will need to identify and recruit 
participants from each Meeting. 

 2) Finding ways to meet the needs of the older members of our community by making the best use of 
existing resources, and developing new ones as needed.  

 3) Utilizing the volunteer network that exists in our meetings, especially the ARCH program and pastoral 
care committees 
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Background 

By way of background, the working worship group began with an appreciation that our whole community 
is enhanced and even dependent on our oldest Friends.  We asked if ways could be found to enable 
those older Friends who want to remain in NYC to do so, rather than having to relocate elsewhere when 
‘assisted living care’ is desirable. Exploring how NYQM Quakers might help provide for the care, well-
being and housing concerns of our oldest community members, we came to understand that people of 
other ages face many of the same issues and so have continued to focus on our older Friends, but have 
come to do so in a multigenerational context. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Ann Baily, Mary Doty, Elizabeth Gilmore, Patricia Glynn, Joe Gosler, Nancy Hadley-Jaffe, Callie 
Janoff, Michael Hanson, Miguel Herrera, Joan Malin, John Maynard, Steve M Smith, Carol Summar, Andy 
Von Salis, Benjamin Warnke 

October 7, 2020 

# # # 

CQL INTERN ACTION PLAN & SCOPE OF WORK - approved 10/5/2020 

Goal 
• We appreciate that our intergenerational community is enhanced and even dependent on continuing 

relationships with our oldest Friends. We seek to enable older Friends who want to remain in NYC to do so, 
rather than having to relocate elsewhere. 

Objectives 
• Explore how we might help provide for the care, well-being and housing concerns of older Friends 
• Identify and provide connection to resources that can meet individual needs 
• Collaborate with existing community resources 
• Provide greater opportunities for intergenerational fellowship through group activities throughout NYQM  

Pre Prep Phase: (Task supervisor) September-October 2020 
• Develop a “written description of the agency” 
• Develop and interview schedule for interviews with possible interns 
• Develop an Intern schedule including nights and weekends 
• Space for meetings/Zoom access 
• Workspace 
• Supervision schedule 
• Identify numbers of members and attenders at each meeting 

Prep Phase (Intern) October-November 2020 
• Meet with each meeting’s M&C committee and present announcement at each meeting 
• Seek local volunteers (pastoral care committees) to help develop projects 
• Collect reading on focus group work and services and needs 
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• Anything on conducting focus groups by computer 
• Conduct survey with attention to who answers and how 

Action steps 
• Conduct focus groups (Projected total of 175 people) - 3 months November 2020-March 2021 

o Plan: How constituted (Meetings, Ages, Levels of ability) (three groups: community group, older 
people, people in relationship with older people) (Beginning with Meeting groups, possibly 
broadening) 

o Plan: How does this differ from previous focus groups 
o Plan: How to get a member contact list (each meeting has their own) 
o Implement: Contact possible participants 
o Implement:  Set days and contact method.  (Who does not have necessary access) 
o Plan: Recording and transcription issues 
o Development of a focus group format.  (Current questions are not for a focus group) 
o Conduct and record groups 1-7 
o Analyze transcripts 
o Develop report including what if any groups need to be developed. 
o Identify needed resources and why they have not already been accessed. 
o Identify missing people and reach out for individual interviews 

• Create tentative programs to address identified needs. (possible issues) March-May 2021 
o Create community: Community organizing effort. 
o Remaining in place population 
o How to access resources 
o Financial issues 
o Extended family support 
o Medical issues 
o Mental health issues  
o Defining what can be meet by community and what by formal resources. 

• 3. Develop database of resources October-May 2021 
o Format data base 
o Identify possible resources throughout NYC 
o Interview each resource 
o Create Standard format for reporting 
o Create easily resource book/internet site 

Outcomes 
• Three community resource providers are identified and partnership opportunities are explored 
• All the meetings of NYQM: 15th Street, Brooklyn, Flushing, Manhattan, Morningside, Staten Island are 

engaged 
• Older Friends feel supported by their Meeting  
• Report of learnings from focus groups shared with NYQM and constituent meetings 

 

October 2020 
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20201018-M&C Minute on Quakers and Unions 

Friends, 

The New York Quarterly Meeting Ministry and Counsel Committee 
(NYQM M&C) recognizes issues of Quaker faith and practice in the 
situation and discussion regarding the Employees Union at 
Brooklyn Friends School. We direct all to the following from 
“NYYM Faith and Practice, The Book of Discipline of the New 
York Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers)”: 

“All of the business relationships of Friends should be carried on in 
a spirit of love and service. If we keep before us the faith that there 
is an indwelling Spirit in every person we encounter, then personal 
dealings and relations of management and labor become integral to 
our religious lives and allow us to witness to our testimonies.” 

Faith and Practice, 2018 Edition, Fruits of the Spirit (Work), p. 35. 

Our Quaker faith and testimonies honors work and encourage us to 
approach it with integrity, diligence, and concern. Managing a 
Quaker institution while engaging with a union representing its 
workforce is consistent with our values. 

NYQM Ministry and Counsel Committee 
Tenth Month, Eighteen, 2020



Morningside Monthly Meeting 
Report to the New York Quarterly Meeting 
October 18, 2020 
 
1.  Morningside Monthly Meeting has been holding meeting for worship each First day at 
11 a.m. virtually via zoom.  Meeting for Children is not convening at this time. 
     
2.  Meetings for Worship with a Concern for Business were held via zoom on September 
6th and October 4th.   
 
3.  A called meeting for worship with a concern for business was held September 13th.  
“A proposal to resolve the current conflict at Brooklyn Friends School over the 
establishment of the BFS Colleagues Union” was read.  Friends approved the following 
minute to be forwarded to NYQM: 
 
 Friends are concerned to support the healing and conflict transformation that Brooklyn 
Friends so clearly needs at this time.  We endorse the proposal brought forward by Alice 
Pope, Nancy Black and Benjamin Warnke, all former BFS Trustees with long and deep 
roots in the Quaker traditions of the school. 
 
4.  Bible study continues to meet, on a varying schedule, via zoom.   
 
5.  Moving with Spirit continues to meet on the first First Day of each month at 10 a.m., 
via zoom.    
 
6.  The Racial Justice study group resumed meeting in September, on the 4th First Day of 
the month at 1 p.m., via zoom.    
 
7.  Morningside Meeting’s Fall Retreat is scheduled for October 23-25, 2020.  As Stony 
Point Retreat Center remains closed, the retreat will be virtual, held via zoom.  
 
8.  In September, Morningside formed an ad hoc committee charged with supporting the 
meeting as it prepares for a return to in-person worship in some form.  The ad hoc 
committee has since proposed that Morningside Meeting plan for a return to in-person 
worship beginning November 8th.  From this date, Morningside’s Meeting for Worship 
will be a “blended” meeting, offered over zoom and in-person at Riverside Church.   
 
Throughout this planning process, indeed since the beginning of the health emergency 
with our move into a virtual space, and now as we move forward, we are reminded that 
what drew us to and has held us at Morningside is the quality of the spiritual life in the 
meeting.  We continue to ask: how do we hold that concern center, keeping and nurturing 
our spiritual life through all of the practical developments and issues before us? 
 
 
Jane Alexandre, Clerk 
Morningside Monthly Meeting 



Dear Friends,

Quarterly nominating is working diligently to discern with Friends across
the Quarter on nominees for two open seats on Brooklyn Friends School 
Trustees. We will likely need to bring these nominations to the Quarterly 
Meeting itself. If we are able to post in advance, we will but appreciate 
your understanding and patience and holding us and Brooklyn Friends 
School Trustees In the Light as we do our work.

In Friendship,
NYQM Nominating Committee

NOMINATION FROM BROOKLYN MONTHLY MEETING FOR THEIR SEAT ON 
THE BFS BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

2020.10A.01 Meeting for worship with a concern for business gathers at 
approximately 12:00 p.m. using Zoom (a video meeting platform) at the rise of 11
am worship in a called meeting to consider a Brooklyn Meeting member for the 
BFS Board of Trustees to be presented to the New York Quarterly Meeting on 
October 18.

2020.10A.02 Inga Schwarzkopf, for the nominating committee, recommends that
Electra Cummings be presented to the New York Quarterly Meeting for 
appointment to the Brooklyn Friends School Board or Trustees, first term until 
September 2023. Friends approve this recommendation.

We discuss the standard process for presenting such nominees which generally 
proceed at a regularly scheduled business meeting.  We note that this nomination 
represents the single position on the Brooklyn Friends School Board of Trustees 
from Brooklyn Monthly Meeting.

Thank you,

Ingrid Schwarzkopf
Clerk of the Nominating Committee
of Brooklyn Monthly Meeting"



PROPOSED QUARTERLY MEETING 18TH DAY OF 10TH MONTH  

NYQM MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH A CONCERN FOR BUSINESS 

 

 

NEW YORK QUARTERLY MEETING 

COMMITTEE ROSTER 

 

 ‘c’ denotes current clerk of committee; ‘cc’ denotes co-clerk; ‘r‘ denotes recording clerk;  

all terms ending in April unless otherwise indicated   

     

  OFFICERS:  Term: 1 yr; max tenure: 5 consecutive terms  

    

  Nominations   Who Nomin? Current Name Office  Meeting    Term 

   NYQM  Nancy Britton Clerk  Morningside     3 

     NYQM  Ian Hansen Asst Clerk 15th Street       4 

       NYQM  Bart Dominus Treasurer Morningside             1 

  ____________  NYQM    Asst Treasurer         

               

 NY QUARTERLY MEETING TRUSTEES:  9 members; term: 3 yrs;  max tenure 2 consecutive terms 

             

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr 

 

  Jason McGill      Morningside      1 2023 

        Sheila O'Hara   Brooklyn    1 2021 

     Pat Donahue            15th Street       1 2021 

    c Katherine Alford              Morningside    2 2021 

     Glenn Josey   15th Street    1 2022 

     Bart Dominus              Morningside      2 2022 

   Jerry Reisig     Morningside    p 2022 

Bill Parrott   Brooklyn                  2 2023  

     Seth Phillips    Brooklyn                  1 2023 

   

  AUDIT AND BUDGET COMMITTEE:  6 members; term: 3 yrs, max tenure: 2 cons terms 

   

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  

   

     Paul van Linden-Tol  Brooklyn  partial 2021  

Martha Hyde    Brooklyn  2 2021 

           c Charlene Ray   Morningside  1  2022  

    Nancy Hadley Jaffe  15th Street  2 2022 

   Claire Litherland   15th Street  1 2023 

   Kathy Stackhouse   Pittsburgh, PA  1 2023 

  

  BROOKLYN FRIENDS SCHOOL TRUSTEES COMMITTEE:  9 members; term: 3 yrs, ending Sept; 

     max: 3 cons terms; nominations needed in April;  1 Bklyn MM nomination 

 

  Nominations  Current Name  Who Nomin? Meeting   Term  End Yr  

  

  Martha Hyde            Gustav Peebles NYQM  Brooklyn  p 2021 

Electra Cummings Robin Puskas Bklyn Mtg   Brooklyn  1 2023  

    Marie Hoguet  NYQM  Brooklyn  1 2021   

     Lakisha Grant   NYQM     Brooklyn  1 2022 

     Audrey Jaynes    NYQM  Montclair   1       2022 

Marilyn Stotts NYQM  Brooklyn   1 2022 

   Gloria Thompson NYQM  Manhattan  1 2023        

  c Ed Oliver NYQM  Brooklyn  2 2023 
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NYQM MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH A CONCERN FOR BUSINESS 

 

 

CEMETERY COMMITTEE:  6 members; term: 3 yrs, max tenure: 3 cons terms 

 

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr 

 

     Jessie Fleischer-Black  Brooklyn  partial 2021 

     Chris Roddick   Brooklyn  1 2021 

     John Major        Brooklyn  1 2022 

              Maureen Healy   15th Street  1  2022 

    c Bryan Oettel   Morningside    1 2023  

              Suzanne Stout   15th Street   3 2023 

 

 

 CMTE FOR DOWNTOWN MANHATTAN ALLOWED MTG:  4 mem; term: 3 yrs, no maximum tenure 

   

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  

    

     Barbara Kuesell   Brooklyn    3 2021 

               c Richard Schmidt   Morningside  1 2022 

     Andy von Salis   Brooklyn    1 2022 

                Sally Campbell   Morningside    6 2023  

 

 COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE:  6 members; term: 3 yrs, max tenure: 2 terms 

   

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  

 

Dwight Huey   Manhattan  1 2021 

     Bryan Oettel   Morningside  1 2021  

     Steven Monroe Smith  15th Street  1 2022 

     Nadine Baldasare   Brooklyn  1 2022 

     Dave Britton   Morningside  1 2023 

                c Ann Kjellberg   15th Street  1 2023 

 

 

EDUCATIONAL FUND:      6 members; term: 3 yrs, max tenure: 2 cons terms 

 

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr   

         

     Travis Combs   15th Street             1  2021 

  Marc LaRiviere    15th Street     1  2021 

  Bryan Wigfall    Morningside     1 2021  

  Elizabeth Powers   Brooklyn     1  2022 

    c Glenn Josey   15th Street    2 2023 

                    Carol Warner   Flushing      1 2023 

 

 
  



PROPOSED QUARTERLY MEETING 18TH DAY OF 10TH MONTH  

NYQM MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH A CONCERN FOR BUSINESS 

 

 

FRIENDS SEMINARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES COMMITTEE:  9 members; term: 3 yrs, ending Sept;  

  max: 3 cons terms   One 15th Street MM nomination 

 

  Nominations  Current Name  Who Nomin? Meeting   Term  End Yr 

  

  ______________    NYQM     1 2023 

     Lee Rada NYQM  Morningside    partial 2021  

     Buxton Midyette 15th St.  15th Street  1 2021 

     Mark Doty NYQM  Brooklyn  2 2021 

               David Garrity NYQM  15th Street    1  2022  

     Ben Smith NYQM  15th Street    3 2022 

     Doug Tyler NYQM  Ithaca, NY    partial 2022 

     c Isaac Henderson NYQM  Paulina, IA   2 2023   

    Andrew Lowry NYQM  Ridgewood  1 2023  

   

 

  GAY PRIDE PARADE COORDINATORS:  2 members:  3 year terms, no max terms 

 

  Nominations   Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  

   

  ______________            1 2023  

     Ernie Buscemi   Morningside     2 2021 

     

  GREAT LAKES REGION (AFRICA) EDUCATION CMTE:  6 members; 3 yr terms, no max terms 

 

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  

 

Margaret Mulindi    Manhattan    5  2020   

     Corona Machemer   Valley      5 2021 

     Margery Cornwell  15th Street     7  2021   

     Mary Ann Baily   Brooklyn  1 2022  

    c Marna Herrity   Brooklyn     5  2022 

     Tony Shitemi    Nairobi Int’l     6 2023 

     Betty Williams   15th Street         co-opted  

 

  HANDBOOK COORDINATING COMMITTEE:  3 members:   2 years; 2 consecutive terms 

  

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr 

   

     Dave Britton      Morningside  1     2021 

     Bryan Wigfall   Morningside     1    2022  

     Charles Sirey   15th Street  2 2022 
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NYQM MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH A CONCERN FOR BUSINESS 

 

 

MINISTRY AND COUNSEL CMTE:  9 members; term:  2 yrs; max tenure:  3 terms 

 

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr 

     

   Jolene Festa   Brooklyn   p 2021 

     Margery Cornwell  15th St.       1  2021 

     Robert Wilber     Stillwater OH  2 2021 

     David Herendeen   Manhattan  1 2021 

   Ed Elder    Morningside    1 2022 

        c Steven Monroe Smith  15th St     2 2022 

     Hugo Lane   Flushing   1 2022  

   Zach Edminster   15th St     1 2022 

             Linda Clarke   Brooklyn  1 2022 

 

    

NOMINATING COMMITTEE:  7 members; term:  2 yrs; max: 3 cons terms; all members nominated by mm's 

    

  Nominations  Current Name  Who Nomin? Meeting   Term  End Yr  

  

  _____________    Flushing Mtg Flushing   1 2022  

     David Britton M'side   Mtg Morningside              1     2021 

    c Elizabeth Powers Bklyn     Mtg Brooklyn  2 2021 

     Carol Summar   15th St   Mtg 15th Street     2 2021 

     Beverly Archibald M'hattn  Mtg Manhattan   1  2022 

   Charles Sirey 15th St   Mtg 15th Street     3 2022  

     Patty Frascatore Bklyn Mtg Brooklyn  2 2022 

  

   

RELIEF COMMITTEE:  7 members; term: 3 yrs, max tenure: 3 cons terms 

 

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  

   

     Andres Colapinto   Brooklyn    1 2021  

       c Nancy Hadley Jaffe   15th Street    2 2021  

          Bobby Gonzales   15th Street     1 2022 

     Emmanuel Mulindi  Manhattan  1  2022  

     Jessie Fleischer-Black  Brooklyn    1 2023     

     Ted Bongiovanni   Brooklyn  1 2023 

     CJ Holm    Brooklyn  1 2023  

 

  NYYM MINISTRY COORD CMTE:  term: 3 yrs; max 2 terms, must be a member of one of the monthly   

 meeting ministry and counsel/oversight committees at the time the appointment is made 

 

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  

 

     Hugo Lane                  Flushing      1 2022 

 

NYYM NOMINATING CMTE: 3 appointees; term: 3 yrs, ending in April; max tenure: 2 terms 

  

  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr 

     Ernie Buscemi   Morningside      p  2022 

                 1 2022 

     Ben Frisch   Brooklyn         1     2022 
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NYQM MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH A CONCERN FOR BUSINESS 

 

 

Gustav Peebles request for release from Brooklyn Friends School Trustees 

 

From: Gustav Peebles <peeblesg@newschool.edu> 
Date: August 31, 2020 at 7:01:07 PM EDT 
To: Elizabeth Powers <powers.elizabeth.m@gmail.com> 
Subject: Request for Release 

 
Greetings NYQM Nominating Committee,  
 
I am writing you today to request release from my service as a trustee at the Brooklyn Friends 
School.  
 
Many thanks for honoring me with this role over the past five years, which has been enriching in so 
many ways. Please let me know if I can help in other ways with the school; I am also excited for 
new opportunities for service to Brooklyn Monthly Meeting, so I will alert Nominating there that I am 
now released.  
 
In friendship, Gustav Peebles 

mailto:peeblesg@newschool.edu
mailto:powers.elizabeth.m@gmail.com


1324 Forest Ave, #193, Staten Island, NY 10302 

https://statenislandquakers.org 

 
 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

    

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

     
 

 
  

  

     
 
 

  
 

Ted Lochwyn, Clerk

  

    
 
 
 

  
 

  

    

 
 

  
 

Staten Island Meeting
of the Religious Society of Friends

Clerk's report to New York Quarterly Meeting – October 18, 2020

Staten Island Meeting continued to meet each 4th Sunday by phone conference. We're happy
to say that we also had outdoor meetings -- at the beach -- on the second Sundays of
September and October, with the phone line open for those who could not attend in person.
We held one business meeting (in July), in which the clerk was authorized to seek out the 
sense of the meeting by phone or email, as needed, to make timely decisions month-to-month 
about whether or not to resume in-person meetings. In that business meeting we also agreed to 
endorse the proposed Constitutional Amendment to unequivocally ban slavery. We composed 
a letter voicing that advocacy, which the clerk sent to our Congressional Rep and Senators, as 
well as to the President, Vice-President, and Democratic nominees for those posts. An email 
was sent to our mailing list encouraging Friends to write individual letters in support.

                                                                                                In Friendship,



 
As Friends know, our Meetinghouses closed in the Spring due to Covid 
orders established by the CDC and New York State. During the summer, as 
New York City moved into Phase 3 we began the process of researching and 
establishing proper protocols to open our Meetinghouses, office, tenants 
spaces, our spaces in the Central Building, as well as the Cemetery.  
  
In our efforts to identify the best practices, in a fast moving situation, we 
hired Urban Projects Collaborative (UPC) as a consultant and owner’s 
representative with sub contractors. We have a longstanding relationship 
with UPC who worked on planning for our spaces in 2017.  UPC worked 
with us, along with our Architects at ARO, Kohler Ronan, Consulting 
Engineers to evaluate and suggest opening plans for safe social distancing, 
transit in our spaces, cleaning, ventilation and other Covid protocols.  
  
It was clear, as Trustees worked on this project, that the needs of each 
Meeting are unique and therefore the Clerks of the Meetings and Local 
Property Committees at both 15th Street and Brooklyn were brought into this 
process.  
  
  
One of Trustees primary responsibilities is to maintain safe spaces for 
Worship.  As we have moved through the Pandemic, Friends have found 
Virtual Meetings on Zoom to be a valuable tool. Many Friends may not be 
able to return to Meeting in person for various reasons. Having Zoom to 
connect with Friends in our Meetinghouses became a priority. Trustees felt 
this was an extension of maintaining Meeting spaces and hired a consultant, 
Andy Morgan, to evaluate and provide the appropriate equipment for each 
Meeting. These costs will be covered by the NYQM.  
  
Trustees are supportive of each Meeting to establish when they feel it is 
appropriate to return to Meeting in person. We are committed to having the 
needed support, protocol, and procedures in place for our community in this 
difficult time while maintaining fiscal responsibility decisions.  
 


