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NYQM Ministry and Counsel Committee Annual Report 2020 

What NYQM M&C had envisioned for today was a completion of observation of a 
year of Jubilee. Perhaps some thoughtful and heartfelt observations and review of 
take-aways from our year apart from our Quarterly Meeting core diet of business 
conducted and then back to life as usual. 

But a greater reality has intervened. The onset of the Covid-19 event caught many 
underprepared to spend weeks and months in a form of cautionary medical 
isolation which led to meditation and stock-taking.  Quakers found themselves 
without the refuge of meeting for worship for the first time in New York City since 
the 1918 Influenza Epidemic. 

In the midst of this, George Floyd was murdered by Police in Minneapolis. Black 
Lives Matter, a well organized Movement, based on education, peaceable 
assembly, and principles of nonviolence swung into action. This movement is no 
stranger to the Religious Society of Friends and they are in concert with Friends on 
many levels. But how to support or participate in such a protest movement in the 
midst of a pandemic has presented challenges. 

Given these pressing realities, M&C proposes this minute: 

2020.6.15.3-NYQM M&C proposes extending the Jubilee Year until our October 
2020 QM, given the state of turmoil the country finds itself in and our desire to 

have space at the QM to worshipfully consider how the year has been, to (possibly) 
be together and celebrate.  

As for the Annual Report of Ministry and Counsel: 
Ministry and Counsel for New York Quarterly Meeting met faithfully throughout 
the year.  In addition to our four regular meetings, we began meeting close to 
monthly as we worked with the different Meetings to help with their hosting of our 
Jubilee year Quarterly Meetings.  Since the on-set of the COVID epidemic in the 
city, we have been meeting every other week to consider ways to support the 
various Meetings of the Quarter, members of the Quarter, committees of the 
Quarter and the Quarterly Meeting clerk.  The sudden shift to on-line gatherings 
has been a strain on all of us and has highlighted the many technological 
differences within the Society. 
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We spent $5,330.41 of our annual budget of $10,000. 
We were delighted to work with Morningside Meeting and Flushing Meeting as 
they designed Jubilee activities for the Quarterly Meeting in October and Brooklyn 
Meeting for their activities for the Quarterly Meeting in January.  We found these 
activities wonderful for helping us all get to know other members of the Quarter in 
new ways outside of our standard Meetings for Worship with Attention to 
Business.   
The individual Meetings in the Quarter were extremely active in designing and 
supporting many programs over the course of the Jubilee year.  M&C leant our 
support to those gatherings as we were asked (and led). 
We held our annual dinner for the clerks of the Quarter before the shut down would 
have made that a virtual event.  The dinner was well attended and was a deeply 
worshipful and rejuvenating event for those who could attend. 
We also were asked to work on a number of confidential pastoral concerns over the 
course of the year.  Most pastoral concerns are tended to by the individual’s own 
Meeting, but when the concern involves a Quarter-wide issue we are always 
available to worship together. 
We expect that we will continue as Friends to labor with the concerns that have 
come before us of health, justice and spiritual growth.  

New York Quarterly Meeting Ministry and Counsel Committee, 2020; 
Beth Kelly (cc), Dan Truman, Margery Cornwell, 
Nancy Britton (ex-o), Robert Wilber, Jim Morgan, 
Ed Elder, Joan Malin, David Herendeen, Steven Monroe Smith (cc) 


