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New York Quarterly Meeting Handbook requires the Relief Committee to meet four times per 
year.  During the year 2019 the Committee met four times; we also held on-line consultations. 
To expedite the process of considering smaller requests, we agreed that requests of $500 and 
under could be considered on-line. We carefully and lovingly considered six requests for 
assistance.  We made six grants and converted one loan into a grant. 

During the spring we wrote the annual outreach letters to loan recipients. As part of the letter 
we regularly asked loan recipients to update us on their status and encouraged them to initiate
a repayment plan if they have not already done so.  In this letter we also offered loan 
recipients the option to convert a loan to a grant.  During 2019 we received repayment from 
one loan recipient.  

We welcomed Jessica Fleischer-Black of Brooklyn Meeting and Bobby Gonzalez of Fifteenth 
Street Meeting while Mark LaRiviere of Fifteenth Street Meeting and Manny Mulindi of 
Manhattan Meeting rotated off the committee.  We completed a review of old committee files 
that had been sitting in a former committee member’s apartment.  During the process of 
sorting documents we found the following note dated January 29, 1954: “At the regular 
meeting of the Relief Committee on November 9, 1953, James W. Sterrett, the Committee’s 
Treasurer, was authorized to destroy all Committee records older than 10 years.  For the Relief
Committee, Ruth E. Buckwell, Chairman.” We decided to maintain this practice and to pass on 
the note.  Documents of historic interest were added to the existing Relief Committee file 
stored with New York Quarterly Meeting trust records. 

As a committee of the Quarterly Meeting with fiduciary responsibility, we carried out the 
following tasks:

1. Held our regular internal audit and presented the books to the Quarterly Meeting’s 
auditor for review.  The anonymity of fund recipients was maintained. 

2. Returned excess funds of $5,835.02 over the allocated $36,620 to the Quarterly 
Meeting’s Combined Trusts on February 11, 2019.  Note: as has been the practice, these
funds were added to the Relief Committee’s endowment.

3. Received our annual distribution from the Quarterly Meeting’s Combined Trusts of 
$34,264 on September 9, 2019.

We encourage the monthly meetings to counsel members and regular attenders about the 
availability of either a Relief Committee loan or grant for emergency needs other than 
“business purposes, speculation or education.” (New York Quarterly Meeting Handbook, page 
8.)
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Bobby Gonzalez (Fifteenth Street)
Nancy Hadley-Jaffe, Clerk (Fifteenth Street)


