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Thank you for the invitation to present this report from Mary McDowell Friends School to the 
New York Quarterly Meeting.  It is always a pleasure to be part of this meeting and to share in 
the presence of members of the Meeting and the Brooklyn Friends School and Friends Seminary 
communities.  
 
 
Intro to MMFS 
Mary McDowell Friends School is a Quaker school for students with learning disabilities.  This 
year, we have 404 students and approximately 190 staff and faculty housed in three buildings- 
Bergen Street, Summit Street and Sidney Place.  
 
Every day and in every class, our students receive the instruction and support they need to be 
successful. Educational materials, technology, and classroom furnishings are strategically 
developed to best facilitate learning for our students who struggle with language-based, sensory, 
and/or motor issues. Our approach to educating students with learning disabilities focuses on the 
learning process itself. The best way to sum up our approach is that by building on each student’s 
strengths, we teach skills needed for learning today and tomorrow. 
 
MMFS is a college preparatory program with students graduating in the 12th grade and attending 
a range of 2-4 college program as well as “ongoing” programs.  
College Acceptances include: 

● Haverford 
● Connecticut College 
● Guilford 
● Ithaca College 
● Clark University 
● Smith 
● Colleges with learning support programs such as 

○ Mitchell College 
○ Adelphi 
○ Hofstra 



○ Dean 
○ Pace 
○ Fairleigh Dickinson 

 
 
2018-2019 School Year: 
At MMFS, we believe that all students can learn.  We believe that in an environment that 
provides specialized teaching methodologies, differentiated instruction, a strong community 
environment and the absolute belief in the potential of the student- all students can learn.  It is at 
the core of our deepest held belief- the potential of the student that we find our intersection with 
Quakerism.  At the point of potential, we connect to the “Inner Light” and reveal the brilliance of 
our student body. 
 
Last school year, MMFS students combined the best of our Quaker school values-- equality, 
integrity and social responsibility-- with the power of speaking their truths.  They used a moment 
of protest to raise issues at the school related to race, bias and equality; they challenged the 
school to live up to our mission to provide a learning environment that addresses diversity and 
equity with integrity and action.  Several faculty members decided to show their support for the 
students and to add their voice to protest as well.  A period of feedback, dialogue and reflection 
took place starting with administration and including constituents from all aspects of the school 
community.  We relied on our mission to guide our work during this period and now into the 
future.  The Quaker testimonies serve as the foundation of current work to ensure that MMFS is 
welcoming and supportive of every member of the community allowing each of us to thrive. 
Some steps that have been taken include: new committees have been formed particularly a 
student and admin working group, Affinity groups have been restructured and  professional 
development for all members of our community has been provided. Currently, we are 
strengthening the lens of racial equity at MMFS and working on transforming into an Anti-Bias 
community.  Professional development has focused on Talking about Race with Students, 
Talking about Implicit Bias and Developing Anti-Bias Curriculum.  Our goal is to provide 
faculty and staff with professional learning that will build their cultural competency. 
 
 
2019-2020 School Year: 
As this school year began, MMFS students have been engaged in the real work of advocating for 
others.  Students have started the year taking part in numerous opportunities working directly to 
build their capacity to advocate for others such as: 

● Students and faculty to FCE Gathering on How to Lead a Meeting for Business 
● Participate in Climate March 
● Train and lead the Eye to Eye Mentor Program  

 
 
Quaker Connections: 
We continue to work in partnership with Brooklyn Monthly meeting through our combined 
Quaker Care Committee.  This committee is mandated to provide a relationship between the 
school and the meeting.  We meet regularly to discuss and plan programs for both the school and 



meeting.  Last year, we partnered with the BFS Quaker Care Committee to organize a Faculty 
and Staff Appreciation Silent Meeting and Dinner.  Gathering together the two schools and 
members from Brooklyn Monthly Meeting shared Silence, mixed and mingled and enjoyed a 
delicious dinner. 
 
Mary McDowell Friends School relies on Friends Council on Education as a professional 
development resource attending numerous programs and hosting the Educators New to 
Quakerism in Brooklyn. 
 
During this school year, we continue our school-wide Teaching A Testimony Curriculum.  We 
are extending from the activities at the start of the school year to year long program.  This year, 
we are examining the Quaker testimony of  Simplicity. 
 
 
Growing: 
Since the summer of 2018, MMFS has been engaged in a construction project as we increase the 
footprint of our lower school on Bergen Street.  The school is in the midst of a construction 
project designed to provide a full size gym, additional reading/math group spaces, bring our 
science and art rooms out of the basement and most excitedly, provide us with a designated 
meeting room space.  Committing the space for a meeting room was an important decision 
reflecting our desire to provide our youngest students with a space used only for meeting and not 
a multi-purpose room that serves a meeting space.  
  
Mary McDowell Friends School will move into this new space in September 2020 and eagerly 
anticipate using our new Meeting Room during the 2020-2021 school year. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit this report. 
 
Respectfully, 
Beth Schneider 
Associate Head of School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Proposed image of our new Meeting Room:  
 

 
 


