
New York Quarterly Meeting, Religious Society of Friends
Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business

Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn
 13th day, 7th month, 2019

11am-12:30pm

MINUTES
Beginning our Year of Jubilee

Present: Nancy Britton (Morningside), clerk; Ian Hansen (Fifteenth Street), assistant clerk.

Attendance (signed in or otherwise remembered as present): Brooklyn 15, Fifteenth St. 10, 
Flushing 3, Morningside 9; Britain Yearly Meeting Ditchling LM 1; total 38  (40 with the clerks’ 
table included).  

2019.07.01 The meeting begins at 11am after meeting for worship.

2019.07.02 The clerk reads the following:
READING: 

“We began with this Query: ‘There are many wonderful, loving people who are gathered into 
our communities and many groups doing important caring work. What is unique about the Religious 
Society of Friends that makes us worth existing? Are our structures, how we live with each other, 
actions and message consistent with its fulfillment? If not, how do we fix it?’

…we are moving towards the completion of business that required many years of long and 
heavy laboring with difficult issues, pulling us in many directions. As the NYQM approaches nearly 50
years of existence ... it is time to pause and … turn inward, to actively and attentively create space for 
spiritually nurturing ourselves and our community. We acknowledge that we are in a time of transition. 

Jubilee Years, as practiced by many Quaker Meetings in the last quarter-century, are used to 
revitalize a spiritual community by shifting their focus of time, energy and effort from doing “business”
towards spiritual growth, renewal, Friendly Support, and fellowship. 

We note that the year of Jubilee is a practice rooted in ancient scripture (Leviticus 25) and was 
not merely a time for resting. This was a time of acknowledgment that everything belongs to God and 
not to human workings. In agrarian terms, Jubilee acknowledges the completion of a natural cycle of 
human effort and while our fields seem to lie fallow, the soils are actively turned and rejuvenated in 
anticipation of greater growth. Jubilee years look to a year of joy and renewal as we refresh and return 
to our spiritual roots and Quaker roots. We expect that in order to achieve the transformation we hope 
for we will need to choose to focus on different activities, not cease acting altogether.

These include: the forgiveness of debts; the release from shame; setting aside of grievances; and
the laying down some of the work that has been completed and reflection on what work lies ahead. 
Envisioned as part of this process would be time and opportunities for healing amongst us, as well as 
activities like workshops, retreats, special opportunities to worship and other renewing activities that 
would be made possible by the laying down other work.”



From: Call for Jubilee! in NYQM, 20th of First Month, 2019, M&C report & Report based on 
Discussion of NYQM Queries about a possible Jubilee Year held at Flushing MM on 16 
February 2018.

2019.07.03 Friends are moved to introduce themselves by name and monthly meeting.

2019.07.04 Friends approve Beth Kelly as the interim recording clerk until the recording clerk arrives

2019.07.05 Friends approve the agenda as amended.

2019.07.06 Friends approve the attached Nominating slate as read to the meeting.

2019.07.07 Dave Britton, clerk of the Communications Committee, reads their quarterly committee 
report, which is appended to these minutes.  Friends approve the report.

2019.07.08 Brian Oettel, clerk of the NYQM Cemetery Committee, reads its annual report, which is 
appended to these minutes. Friends offer reflections, history and clarifications regarding the disposition
of the golf cart.  Friends note a need for discernment regarding communication about golf cart 
availability, vision for cemetery use, needs of our diverse community around accessibility; Friends 
refer the question back to the Cemetery Committee and accept the report. 

2019.07.09 Marna Herrity, clerk of the Great Lakes African Education Committee, reads the Annual 
report of the committee.  Friends accept the report, which is appended to these minutes

2019.07.10 Friends accept the reports of all monthly meetings, and consider also an action item from 
Morningside Monthly Meeting to support the minute endorsing the Ribbon Project—to commemorate 
the bombing of Nagasaki, support the campaign to abolish nuclear weapons, and build a culture of 
peace.  Friends endorse this minute and direct the New York Quarterly Meeting Clerk to forward the 
minute to the New York Yearly Meeting Witness Coordinating Committee for them to also consider 
endorsing.  Friends should contact Charlene Ray at moneycoach@earthlink.net if they wish to be more 
involved, and in these communications please put “Ribbon” in the subject line.

2019.07.11 Steven Monroe Smith, clerk of the Ministry and Council Committee, reads the committee’s 
report, which is appended to these minutes.  Friends joyously accept the report.

2019.07.12 In closing, our clerk reads an email to the body from a long-time member, now residing on 
the west coast, who expressed his good wishes when he heard the news of our Year of Jubilee.



At noon, Friends close the meeting with waiting worship and spend the rest of the afternoon enjoying 
food and fellowship as part of the inaugural day of our Jubilee year.

Announcements:
Two monthly meetings, Brooklyn and Morningside, are opening their fall retreats to the NYQM for 
greater opportunities to get to know each other. Scholarships are available through either of these two 
monthly meetings or the NYQM M&C (contact co-clerks Beth Kelly beth.r.kelly@gmail.com or Steve 
Monroe Smith, steviepesce@gmail.com)

Morningside: All NYQM members and attenders are welcome to join Morningside’s retreat on 
September 13-15, Stony Point, NY,. Theme: Toward the Healing and Restoration of the Earth and 
Ourselves. August 30th deadline for registration. Contact David Fletcher davidcfletcher61@gmail.com 
for more information. The registration form is on the NYQM website at  
(https://www.nycquakers.org/2019/07/09/2019_07_13-morningside-fall-retreat-registration-form/) and 
the Morningside website (https://morningsidemeeting.org/september-13-15-2019-morningside-fall-
retreat-stony-point-retreat-center-ny). 

Brooklyn: All NYQM members and attenders are welcome to join Brooklyn Meeting’s annual retreat 
on November 8-10, Powell House, contact Sarah Way (sraway@mac.com). More information to follow
on registration, scholarships and particulars. 

Ribbon Project: On August 4th, 1985, the 40th anniversary year of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 15 miles 
of Ribbons (cloth panels) surrounded the Pentagon and other Washington DC buildings, wishing for 
"Tangible Hope for No Nuclear War." August 1st, 2020 is the 75th anniversary year of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. A "Ribbon 2020" event will be held in New York City, Tokyo, and other cities on that day. 
Please join us, and let's pray for nuclear-free world. Ribbon International is a NGO, in association with 
the UN, which promotes nuclear disarmament and Earth Care. More information can be found on their 
website: www.theibbonintern  r  ational.org

Friends in Central and Western Europe send their loving greetings from the CEG (Central European
Gathering ) meeting in Slovenia whose central focus was Friends with a concern for our relationships 
with non-human animals. Bob Baldridge attended the three day gathering in Slovenia at France Yearly 
Meeting sessions in Paris and in Norway Yearly meeting sessions. He brings loving greetings from The 
Prague Quaker Center whose members invite all Friends in the NYQM to visit and offer sleeping 
accommodation in central Prague. Also Friends in the Paris and Berlin Monthly Meetings welcomed 
him and send their warm regards. If any F/friends have any questions about the EU Friends Bob can 
provide more information: Bob’s cell is 646.554.4790.

ATTACHMENTS: 
Brooklyn Monthly Meeting Report
Cemetery Committee annual report
Communications Committee quarterly report
Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting
Flushing Monthly Meeting Report
Great Lakes Africa Committee annual report

https://morningsidemeeting.org/september-13-15-2019-morningside-fall-retreat-stony-point-retreat-center-ny
https://morningsidemeeting.org/september-13-15-2019-morningside-fall-retreat-stony-point-retreat-center-ny
http://www.theribboninternational.org/
http://www.theribboninternational.org/
http://www.theribboninternational.org/
mailto:sraway@mac.com
https://www.nycquakers.org/2019/07/09/2019_07_13-morningside-fall-retreat-registration-form/
mailto:davidcfletcher61@gmail.com
mailto:steviepesce@gmail.com
mailto:beth.r.kelly@gmail.com


Manhattan Monthly Meeting Report (no report this month)
Ministry and Counsel Committee annual report

M&C/CQL Social Work Consultation Memo
M&C/CQL Proposal for Social Work Consultation

Morningside Monthly Meeting Report
Nominating Quarterly report
Nominating Roster: consent slate
Staten Island Meeting

Additional attachments:
Year of Jubilee: Information and Schedule for Monthly Meetings
Welcome to the Jubilee Year: today’s schedule
Ribbon International Infomation sheets
Morningside’s Fall Retreat sign-up form

2019 NYQM dates:
October 27th  Morningside & Flushing Meetings hosting at Riverside Church, 91 

Claremont, 12th floor, Manhattan

2020 NYQM dates:
January 19th Brooklyn Friends & Staten Island Meetings hosting at Brooklyn 

Meetinghouse, Brooklyn
April 19th Fifteenth St. & Manhattan Meetings hosting at Friends Meetinghouse, 

Manhattan
July 18th Saturday, Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn

This completes our Year of Jubilee

October 18th Flushing Monthly Meeting, Flushing



New York Quarterly Meeting, Religious Society of Friends
Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business

Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn
in case of rain, meet at Brooklyn Friends Meeting

 13th day, 7th month, 2019
11am-12:30pm

Parking: There is no need for a permit. Parking is in the cemetery, not in park. Have  your blinkers on
and you are legal at all times.

ADVANCE AGENDA
Beginning the Year of Jubilee

READING: 

Agenda review

Nominating Report and consent slate

Communications quarterly report

Cemetery Committee annual report

Great Lakes Africa annual report

Consent slate for each monthly meeting - action items from monthly meetings will be read
Staten Island Meeting
Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting
Brooklyn Monthly Meeting Report
Flushing Monthly Meeting Report
Manhattan Monthly Meeting Report 
Morningside Monthly Meeting Report

Ministry and Counsel annual report

At the end of the day, we will be considering the following queries:

During Worship-Sharing:

 What is the place of simplicity in a busy life? 
 What ministry brings you to life? 



 How do we recognize spiritual gifts? How do we nurture gifts in each other? How do we 
nurture our own gifts? 

 Where is the joy and fun in Quakerism? 
 What does forgiveness mean for us? How do we do it? Where/why do we struggle? 

Reflections:
What are your hopes for the Jubilee Year? 

Announcements:
Two monthly meetings, Brooklyn and Morningside, are opening their fall retreats to the NYQM for 
greater opportunities to get to know each other. Scholarships are available through either of these two 
monthly meetings or the NYQM M&C (contact co-clerks Beth Kelly beth.r.kelly@gmail.com or Steve 
Monroe Smith, steviepesce@gmail.com)

Morningside: September 13-15, Stony Point, NY,. Theme: Toward the Healing and Restoration of the 
Earth and Ourselves. August 30th deadline for registration. Contact David Fletcher 
davidcfletcher61@gmail.com for more information. The registration form is on the NYQM website at  
(https://www.nycquakers.org/2019/07/09/2019_07_13-morningside-fall-retreat-registration-form/) and 
the Morningside website (https://morningsidemeeting.org/september-13-15-2019-morningside-fall-
retreat-stony-point-retreat-center-ny)
.
Brooklyn: November 8-10, Powell House, contact Sarah Way (sraway@mac.com). More information 
to follow.

2019 NYQM dates:
October 27th:   Morningside & Flushing Meetings at Riverside Church, Manhattan

2020 NYQM dates:
January 19th: Brooklyn Friends & Staten Island Meetings at Brooklyn Meetinghouse, Brooklyn
April 19th: Fifteenth St. & Manhattan Meetings at Friends Meetinghouse, Manhattan
July 18th: Saturday, Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn
October 18th: Flushing Monthly Meeting, Flushing

mailto:sraway@mac.com
https://morningsidemeeting.org/september-13-15-2019-morningside-fall-retreat-stony-point-retreat-center-ny
https://morningsidemeeting.org/september-13-15-2019-morningside-fall-retreat-stony-point-retreat-center-ny
https://www.nycquakers.org/2019/07/09/2019_07_13-morningside-fall-retreat-registration-form/
mailto:davidcfletcher61@gmail.com
mailto:steviepesce@gmail.com
mailto:beth.r.kelly@gmail.com


New York Quarterly Meeting, Religious Society of Friends
Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business

Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn
in case of rain, meet at Brooklyn Friends Meeting House

110 Schermerhorn, Brooklyn
 13th day, 7th month, 2019

11am-12:30pm

AGENDA

Attendance: please sign in on the circulating sheets

READING: 
“We began with this Query: ‘There are many wonderful, loving people who are gathered into 

our communities and many groups doing important caring work. What is unique about the Religious 
Society of Friends that makes us worth existing? Are our structures, how we live with each other, 
actions and message consistent with its fulfillment? If not, how do we fix it?’

…we are moving towards the completion of business that required many years of long and 
heavy laboring with difficult issues, pulling us in many directions. As the NYQM approaches nearly 50
years of existence ... it is time to pause and … turn inward, to actively and attentively create space for 
spiritually nurturing ourselves and our community. We acknowledge that we are in a time of transition. 

Jubilee Years, as practiced by many Quaker Meetings in the last quarter-century, are used to 
revitalize a spiritual community by shifting their focus of time, energy and effort from doing “business”
towards spiritual growth, renewal, Friendly Support, and fellowship. 

We note that the year of Jubilee is a practice rooted in ancient scripture (Leviticus 25) and was 
not merely a time for resting. This was a time of acknowledgment that everything belongs to God and 
not to human workings. In agrarian terms, Jubilee acknowledges the completion of a natural cycle of 
human effort and while our fields seem to lie fallow, the soils are actively turned and rejuvenated in 
anticipation of greater growth. years look to a year of joy and renewal as we refresh and return to our 
spiritual roots and Quaker roots. We expect that in order to achieve the transformation we hope for we 
will need to choose to focus on different activities, not cease acting altogether.

These include: the forgiveness of debts; the release from shame; setting aside of grievances; and
the laying down some of the work that has been completed and reflection on what work lies ahead. 
Envisioned as part of this process would be time and opportunities for healing amongst us, as well as 
activities like workshops, retreats, special opportunities to worship and other renewing activities that 
would be made possible by the laying down other work.”

From: Call for Jubilee! in NYQM, 20th of First Month, 2019, M&C report & Report based on 
Discussion of NYQM Queries about a possible Jubilee Year held at Flushing MM on 16 
February 2018.

Agenda review

Nominating Roster: consent slate



Communications Committee annual report

Cemetery Committee annual report

Great Lakes Africa Committee annual report

Consent slate for each monthly meeting - action items from monthly meetings will be read
Flushing Monthly Meeting Report
Manhattan Monthly Meeting Report 
Staten Island Meeting
Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting
Brooklyn Monthly Meeting Report
Morningside Monthly Meeting Report

action item on the Ribbon Project

Ministry and Counsel Committee annual report

Announcements:
Two monthly meetings, Brooklyn and Morningside, are opening their fall retreats to the NYQM for 
greater opportunities to get to know each other. Scholarships are available through either of these two 
monthly meetings or the NYQM M&C (contact co-clerks Beth Kelly beth.r.kelly@gmail.com or Steve 
Monroe Smith, steviepesce@gmail.com)

Morningside: All NYQM members and attenders are welcome to join Morningside’s retreat on 
September 13-15, Stony Point, NY,. Theme: Toward the Healing and Restoration of the Earth and 
Ourselves. August 30th deadline for registration. Contact David Fletcher davidcfletcher61@gmail.com 
for more information. The registration form is on the NYQM website at  
(https://www.nycquakers.org/2019/07/09/2019_07_13-morningside-fall-retreat-registration-form/) and 
the Morningside website (https://morningsidemeeting.org/september-13-15-2019-morningside-fall-
retreat-stony-point-retreat-center-ny). 

Brooklyn: All NYQM members and attenders are welcome to join Brooklyn Meeting’s annual retreat 
on November 8-10, Powell House, contact Sarah Way (sraway@mac.com). More information to follow
on registration, scholarships and particulars. 

Ribbon Project: On August 4th, 1985, the 40th anniversary year of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 15 miles 
of Ribbons (cloth panels) surrounded the Pentagon and other Washington DC buildings, wishing for 
"Tangible Hope for No Nuclear War." August 1st, 2020 is the 75th anniversary year of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. A "Ribbon 2020" event will be held in New York City, Tokyo, and other cities on that day. 
Please join us, and let's pray for nuclear-free world. Ribbon International is a NGO, in association with 
the UN, which promotes nuclear disarmament and Earth Care. More information can be found on their 
website: www.theribboninternational.org

http://www.theribboninternational.org/
mailto:sraway@mac.com
https://morningsidemeeting.org/september-13-15-2019-morningside-fall-retreat-stony-point-retreat-center-ny
https://morningsidemeeting.org/september-13-15-2019-morningside-fall-retreat-stony-point-retreat-center-ny
https://www.nycquakers.org/2019/07/09/2019_07_13-morningside-fall-retreat-registration-form/
mailto:davidcfletcher61@gmail.com
mailto:steviepesce@gmail.com
mailto:beth.r.kelly@gmail.com


Friends in Central and Western Europe send their loving greetings from the CEG (Central European
Gathering ) meeting in Slovenia whose central focus was Friends with a concern for our relationships 
with non-human animals. Bob Baldridge attended the three day gathering in Slovenia at France Yearly 
Meeting sessions in Paris and in Norway Yearly meeting sessions. He brings loving greetings from The 
Prague Quaker Center whose members invite all Friends in the NYQM to visit and offer sleeping 
accommodation in central Prague. Also Friends in the Paris and Berlin Monthly Meetings welcomed 
him and send their warm regards. If any F/friends have any questions about the EU Friends Bob can 
provide more information: Bob’s cell is 646.554.4700 or email: quakerstory@yahoo.com. 

At the end of today, we will be considering the following queries:
During Worship-Sharing:

 What is the place of simplicity in a busy life? 

 What ministry brings you to life? 

 How do we recognize spiritual gifts? How do we nurture gifts in each other? How do we 
nurture our own gifts? 

 Where is the joy and fun in Quakerism? 

 What does forgiveness mean for us? How do we do it? Where/why do we struggle? 

Reflections:
 What are your hopes for the Jubilee Year? 

Close of Meeting

"Behold, I will do a new thing!
Now it shall spring forth; shall you not know it?

I will even make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert."
Isaiah 43:19 (KJV)

mailto:quakerstory@yahoo.com


YEAR OF JUBILEE: NYQM MEETING DATES

Our Year of Jubilee runs from July 2019 through July 2020. During this 
year our six Monthly Meetings are paired – large meetings with 
smaller meetings - for the October, January and April meetings to host
the NYQM (see schedule below). We urge these paired meetings to 
work with each other to engage the body in concerns and activities 
that they see as reflecting their work in the Quaker community. As 
some business will continue at each meeting, the NYQM’s clerk and 
M&C will work with our paired meetings as they prepare for hosting 
the NYQM. Using our Quarterly Meeting time together to participate in 
a variety of programs encourages the growth of Spirit and Community.

We encourage the NYQM standing committees designated to give 
their annual reports to post their reports to the website at least 2 
weeks prior to the Business Meeting to allow for review and 
clarification by the body, thereby focusing our discussion/seasoning on
the floor of the meeting. 

NYQM’s Year of Jubilee: During the NYQM’s Year of Jubilee, we urge 
our monthly meetings to contact NYQM’s M&C co-clerks, (Steve 
Monroe Smith, steviepesce@gmail.com and Beth Kelly, 
beth.r.kelly@gmail.com) activities and events they would to share with
the NYQM body. 

2019 NYQM dates:
October 27th  Morningside & Flushing Meetings hosting at Riverside 

Church, Manhattan

2020 NYQM dates:
January 19th Brooklyn Friends & Staten Island Meetings hosting at 

Brooklyn Meetinghouse, Brooklyn
April 19th Fifteenth St. & Manhattan Meetings hosting at Friends 

Meetinghouse, Manhattan
July 18th Saturday, Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn

This completes our Year of Jubilee

October 18th Flushing Monthly Meeting, Flushing

mailto:beth.r.kelly@gmail.com
mailto:steviepesce@gmail.com


Report of Brooklyn Monthly Meeting 

New York Quarterly Meeting, 20th day of First Month, 2019  

 

Brooklyn Monthly Meeting continues to hold worship every First day at 9:00 and 11:00 AM as well as Third day at 6:30.  

Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business was held this past quarter on Fourth day of Eleventh month and Second 

day of Twelfth month 2018 and Sixth day of First month 2019.   

 

We have welcomed two new members to our meeting this quarter - Mary Ann Baily and David Carter.   

Ted Ehrhardt, our clerk of five years completed his term at the December meeting and the monthly meeting approved me 

to be our new clerk.  I am grateful for the opportunity to serve our meeting.  We thank Ted for his service as clerk and will 

continue to use his gifts on behalf of our community.   At our November meeting, we approved a plan to establish a 

Young Adult Friends committee. In the past, young adult friends - loosely defined as under 35 - have met informally, but 

they now feel ready to create a meeting committee and to provide more structure and support for fellowship.  A memorial 

minute for Ina Jaeger was read at our November meeting.  

 

Adult education committee has provided three worship sharing/learning opportunities for the meeting on the third first day 

of the month along with spiritual reading discussions every second first day of the month.  The AE committee also held a 

discussion on Ben Pink Dandelion’s book “Open for Transformation”and hopes to continue offering book group 

discussions in the coming year.  We continue to have hymn singing the first day of the month.  First day school is 

provided every Sunday to a widely ranging age group.  The Community dinner for the larger community is held the last 

Sunday of the month. This quarter, in November and December, the community dinner provided roast turkeys and other 

delicacies, as holiday fare, thanks to volunteers.   

 

In December, we were selected to become a participant in the NYYM”s Vital Meetings Project.   We are in the early 

stages of gathering information from surveys and then we will develop a program to help us become a more welcoming 

and inclusive community and to aid us in deepening our spiritual ties.  We also hope to learn from other NY meetings that 

have participated in this program during the last two years.   

 

Finally, Brooklyn Monthly meetings ‘s  holiday gathering was held December 13th at the meeting house.   

 

For Brooklyn Meeting, 

Joan Malin, clerk  

  

 

 

 



New York Quarterly Meeting
Meeting with a Concern for Business

July 13, 2019

The cemetery committee meets monthly and has a full roster of 6 members (of whom 2 are new). 

Events
We have had 1 workday in the last year since the Fall event was cancelled due to inclement weather and 
related safety concerns. We had a successful workday on April 27th, with enthusiastic participation from 
Brooklyn Friends School and Mary McDowell Friends School. 51 people signed in but more likely there were 
80 or so workers throughout the day. Two tours were given with about 30 participants. 

Brooklyn Monthly Meeting First Day School held a picnic in the cemetery; there were approximately 45 in 
attendance.

We have had two ashes interred in the Cemetery: Maureen and Alexander Burns, both on November 11, 
2018.

Facilities
We continue to evaluate the proper remedy for storage, especially when it comes to the golf cart. The 
present shed in the back holds few supplies because of concerns about its ability to withstand vermin, 
weather, and being broken into. 

We are considering creating needed space in the main garage by selling off the golf cart. It has been used 
just a few times in the couple of years that we have had it, and the Committee is concerned that it’s taking
up valuable space with little use for providing transportation around the cemetery for those with mobility 
issues. However, before selling the cart, the committee has agreed to raise it at the NYQM Meeting with a 
Concern for Business and see if more publicity about its availability increases usage. 

Maintenance
The Prospect Park Alliance continues to perform routine maintenance, and we remain pleased with their 
work and communication with the committee. In addition, we have a contract with an addition worker to 
help out with the variety of upkeep needs. With all of the rain this spring and early summer, the cemetery 
has been a vibrant green bursting with plant life. 

Availability and Outreach
The committee is motivated to providing greater access to the beauty and serenity of cemetery to Friends 
during our year of Jubilee. We are planning on opening up the cemetery to Friends on a Saturday sometime
in the Fall (date tk). While previous open days were not well attended, we hope that a more concerted 
effort to publicize will create more enthusiasm amongst Friends and lead to an increased turnout. 

We are also committing ourselves to greater outreach within the Quarter with each committee member 
taking on a wider array of roles to promote the cemetery and increase its visibility within each Monthly 
Meeting, and within the NYQM and NYYM. 

In addition, we are discerning how the cemetery can play its part in fulfilling the Jubilee Year’s themes of 
community-building, spiritual renewal and celebrating That of God in each other. We are looking to balance
making the cemetery more inviting and welcoming to the larger community while ensuring it remains a 
spiritual haven where Friends can find safety, peace, and tranquility.

We look forward to getting to know each other, working together as a committee, and helping more NYQM 
Friends discover this special place. 

Lastly, we would like to express our deep gratitude to Mary Owen for her invaluable years of service as she
leaves the committee. She has left us an exemplary model of what it means to be a dedicated steward of 
the cemetery.

In Friendship, 

Bryan Oettel, Clerk



COMMUNICATIONS REPORT
2019-07-13

The NYQM Communications Committee welcomes the opportunity of the Jubilee to 
reflect on our mission within the Committee and with the larger community.

We have asked the Ministry and Council Committee to support us in creating an 
opportunity to share with Friends about their wishes and ideas regarding 
communications.

The Committee feels that our web site, after absorbing our attention for the early part of 
our tenure, is now in a stable if not final state. NYQM Members and Monthly Meeting 
members are encouraged to share their upcoming events for inclusion on the 
nycquakers.com calendar and to link to that web address, to help give visibility to our 
page for those interested in the life and work of Friends.

The “For NYQM Friends” section of the web site contains documents for the current 
Quarterly Meeting, the other Quarterly Meetings within the current year, and an archive, 
which we are developing, of previous years.

Kim Castanada in the NYQM office has been managing our presence on social media. 
Please follow the NYQM on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram (@nycquakers), share 
news and photographs of your current events with Kim for her to post, and populate your 
meeting’s Facebook pages with photographs and news that Kim can repurpose. All of this
helps to improve the visibility of Friends in New York for those who may be led to join 
us.

The Committee has been consolidating a database of contact information for NYQM 
Friends. This database will allow the clerk to communicate with Friends in the NYQM 
about Quarterly Meeting business; it will also allow constituent monthly meetings to have
a central place to keep track of contact information, membership information, and other 
vital information for use in directories, mailings, and record-keeping.   We have been in 
touch with local communications committees about respecting the use of this 
information.

Priorities that we are working on:
—Supporting intra-meeting communication and communication among Friends about 
matters of shared interest;
—Long term planning to improve the functionality of the web site to provide 
documentation for Friends, information for seekers, and support for our community;
—Developing language for the site and other written materials that expresses the practice
and life of Friends;
—Developing the database to include all needed information from all Monthly Meetings 
and provide convenient access for Monthly and Quarterly Meeting Committees;
—Supporting Monthly Meetings and the Quarter in communicating minutes and letters 



on matters of witness and conscience to the press and relevant governing authorities;
—Supporting the Monthly Meeting with providing written materials and signage for their
communities;
—Providing the NYQM with updated methods of electronic record-keeping and 
supporting the electronic record-keeping of the Monthly Meetings;
—Supporting the Monhtly Meetings with programs that amplify the message of Friends.

We welcome participation from Friends with experience in digital communications, 
design, and public relations in the work of the Committee. 

In Friendship,
Ann Kjellberg, clerk



FIFTEENTH STREET MONTHLY MEETING 
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 

15 Rutherford Place, New York, NY 10003 
Telephone (212) 475-0466 

fifteenthstreetny@yahoo.com 
http://fifteenth.quaker.org/ 

 
29 June, 2019 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
In the last quarter, Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends met every First 
Day for two Meetings for Worship, one at 9:30AM and the other at 11AM. We continue to hold First 
Day School every First day at 11AM.  We also have a Bible Study every second First day at 11AM.  We 
continued our new time and transition from Meeting for Worship to Meeting for Worship with a 
Concern for Business starting at 12PM holding meetings on May 12, 2019 at 12 PM and June 9, 2019 at 
12PM.  After much discernment, we have agreed to have Meeting for Worship with a Concern for 
Business start at 1:00 pm following Meeting for Worship.   
 
Our Peace & Social Justice Committee continues to raise money for activities including UN refugees 
through sandwich sales before during social hour on days with Meeting for Worship with a Concern 
for Business.   The Peace Committee brought the minute below, which was approved. We are 
forwarding the minute to NYQM to endorse share with other meetings. 

 
Our Friends and Unity with Nature Committee has been active by holding an urban ecology tour of 
the Brooklyn Navy Yard.  They are looking into other possible tours.  They also held a meeting with 
Quaker thinker and Scottish eco-spiritual teacher Alastair McIntosh at the meeting house on May 16. 
The committee is sponsoring an interfaith meeting prior to the UN’s Climate Action Summit on Sunday 
22.  We will keep the Quarter updated on this event. 
 
We heard from our Shelter Committee about the shelter we continue to house at the meetinghouse 
every night of the year.  Recently the shetler has received some help from students of Friends 
Seminary who interviewed two long term members about the origins of the shelter.  The students also 
helped raise money at the school for the shelter.  The shelter continues to need help with volunteers 
and donations.  If you are interested in learning more about the shelter please go to their website 
(friendsshelter.org) or email the committee (friendsshelter@gmail.com). 
 
Our other committees have continued to serve our community.  Our handbook committee is 
preparing revisions.  Our Arts Committee held a reading of the play The Way of a Pilgrim by Friend 
Steve Capra.  We look forward to upcoming events from the Arts Committee.  Our Ministry and 
Worship Committee will host programs in September and October.  On September 15, they will host a 
discussion on the Doctrine of Discovery.  This will be led by members of NYYM’s Indian Affairs 
Committee.  In October we will have a presentation from Emily Provance on her travel in the Ministry. 
Emily will present on her work, which she calls a “holy experiment.”  Friends are invited to come and 
hear about her work on October 20.   
 
The Meeting is preparing to start our Jubilee Year.  Our Meeting for Worship with a Concern for 
Business will have more of a focus on Queries rather than reports.  Our committees will send reports 
early and will have queries for Friends.  While we will also have Queries from the Clerk and M&W.  We 
will also have an extended worship on 5th Sundays beginning at 10 am and concluding at noon.  This 
will be followed with a potluck in the cafeteria where all Friends will have the opportunity for 
fellowship.  In the spirit of the biblical Jubilee, we hope we will see some Friends that have not been as 
visible in recent years. 
 
In Friendship, 
 
 
 
Glenn Josey 
Clerk, Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting, 2019 

mailto:fifteenthstreetny@yahoo.com
mailto:fifteenthstreetny@yahoo.com
http://fifteenth.quaker.org/


2019713/Flushing Meeting Report 

 In addition to holding Meeting for Worship each First Day and Meeting for Worship with 
a Concern for Business at 12:30 p.m. on the first First Day of each Month, Flushing Meeting is 
host to an Interfaith Breakfast at 8:30 a.m. on the first First Day of each month.  Two members of 
the meeting also participated in an Interfaith Dialog for a film about the remonstrance and 
freedom of religion in the present. 

 The Meeting House was open on May 19 for the annual Sacred Sites Tour and again on 
June 16 for Paths Through History.   

 We held a run table discussion about the sex trade and undocumented workers after 
which we sent a letter t the state legislature support decriminalization of sex workers. 

 We are continuing to participate in conversation circles led by Priscilla Prutzman who 
was recommended by the New York Yearly meeting Committee on Conflict Transformation.  
Also we have scheduled a Clearness Committee for the Meeting regarding appointment of a new 
clerk.  Caroline Lane has agreed to serve as Temporary Clerk until the end of 2019 if needed. 

 Two members of the meeting attended Friends General Conference Gathering at Grinnell 
College in Iowa in June.   

 In response to a request from the Steering Committee for Meetings for Discernment we 
have scheduled a meeting on July 14 at 12:30 to discuss queries regarding membership.  



Annual Report to NYQM for 2018-2019
NYQM Great Lakes Region (Africa) Education Committee
July 13, 2019

 
Our committee has had an active, fruitful year. Membership is remarkably constant 
(actually for almost two decades): Margery Cornwell; Marna Herrity, clerk; Corona 
Machemer, treasurer; Margaret Mulindi and Tony Shitemi; having joined Brooklyn Meeting 
recently, Mary Ann Baily is now also a full member. Jim Morgan continues as Project 
Manager. We held 9 meetings since last July, almost always with good attendance. 

 
Enabling Children to Attend School
Providing funds for uniforms, shoes and other necessary equipment for 125 needy 
children and young people, many orphaned by AIDS, at the Kisangura schools in rural 
Tanzania remains our primary task.  Once again, in January 2019, with the help of our 
agent in East Africa, Project Zawadi, Distribution Day at the schools saw this obligation 
fulfilled at a joyful community event. 

 
Guardian Teacher Program
Now at both schools, our Guardian Teacher Program appears to be making a difference; 
for one thing, we now receive detailed reports on the academic progress of each 
sponsored student. For another, our support enables all of our sponsored female 
secondary students to live on campus during the week in one of the dormitories there.

 
Further Education
This past year we accommodated twelve Kisangura graduates pursuing advanced 
academic or vocational training through our Further Education Fund. For 2019-2020 we 
anticipate another dozen, five of whom are continuing on in a two-year course. 

 
A Recent Visit to the Schools
In March 2019, Marna Herrity returned to Kisangura for her fifth visit, this time 
accompanied by Emmy Gay of Brooklyn Meeting and her daughter, Willow Bennison, a 
student at Oakwood Friends School. They spent several days at both schools, meeting 
with Tanzanian students and teachers. Some of those conversations were videotaped and
subsequently shown during the May 11th symposium, "YES, a better world is possible!" 
With other NYQM committees, we co-sponsored this event at Brooklyn Friends School. 
Marna also used her trip to strengthen our committee's involvement in the Guardian 
Teachers Program, to become better acquainted with Project Zawadi staff, and to meet 
with young adults whom we, in the past, sponsored to attend these schools. As captured 
on cellphone video, they express their gratitude for that help with heart-warming 
enthusiasm. 

 
Financial information



Since July 2018, we have received a total of $35,326.00 from 80 donors; $15,176.00 of 
that went into our General Fund supporting students at the Kisangura schools; 
$20,150.00 was for further education of graduates of the secondary school. The General 
Fund received substantial gifts from Brooklyn, Fifteenth Street and Morningside Meetings 
as well as from the Brooklyn Friends Middle School Student Council.  Our Further 
Education Fund is funded this year by on-going support from the Block Family Foundation,
Mary Rusnak and an anonymous donor.

 
This report has been read and approved by the Africa Education Committee.
In Friendship,

 
 
Marna Herrity, Clerk



Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
New York Quarterly Meeting

Ministry and Counsel Committee (NYQM M&C)
15 Rutherford Place

New York, NY 10003 (p.1)

2019 NYQM M&C Annual Report
Seventh Month, 13, 2019

 The New York Quarterly Meetings’ Committee on Ministry and Counsel (NYQM M&C) met 
faithfully throughout the 2018-2019 year holding in the Light spiritual concerns of the Quarter 
and nurturing the openness in which Friends hope to greet the Spirit of God among us. In 
addition to our four regular meetings, we met an additional five times, with an open 
subcommittee considering Jubilee meeting frequently from October through the April Meeting 
for Worship with a Concern for Business.
 
In response to ministry at the July and October Meetings for Worship with a Concern for 
Business, NYQM M&C has engaged in discernment and seasoning of how to address long-
standing tensions in our Quarter. Concerns we have identified include not merely lack of trust 
among some members of the Quarter, but the difficulty of functioning as a community when our 
primary engagement is during Meetings for Worship with a Concern for Business. Members of 
different Monthly Meetings don't necessarily know each other. We have trouble forgiving people.
Sometimes we have difficulty seeing how That of God operates in those whose leadings and 
suggestions differ from our own. Some Friends note that while they have warm interactions 
within their Monthly Meetings, they feel turned off by the tenor of our Quarterly Meetings with a
Concern for Business. While some Friends continue to attend the Quarterly Meetings, it is with a
sense of futility regarding our ability to come to unity about anything not related to the politics of
the secular world.
 
It is out of this set of concerns that we recommended that the NYQM celebrate a Year of Jubilee. 
This proposal was approved at the April Quarterly Meeting and our Jubilee celebration begins 
today. We are excited to explore with all of you what our Quarterly Meeting Community looks 
like when we knowledgeably reorder the priorities of our planned time together focusing on 
building community and acknowledgment of the Spirit as it moves among us.  
 
During Jubilee, we encourage Friends to worship together as much as possible, particularly when
we encounter difficulties among us; to this end, as we seasoned the concepts of Sabbath and 
Jubilee, we hosted a number of opportunities for Friends to gather:

1) In response to the ongoing tension regarding relations with and conflict regarding our schools,
particularly Friends' Seminary, we hosted two Threshing Sessions and a Meeting for Worship, to 
which all affected by the conflicts and tensions were invited. Friends used this time to air 
grievances and concerns, and also lift up their hopes regarding Friends' education and aspiration 
about our relationships with the Friends' schools in New York City. And to give thanks for all we 
have been able to achieve for others in spite of our imperfections.



 
2) We organized a Midweek Meeting for Worship from November 2018 through April 2019. 
These Meetings were opportunities for Friends from throughout the Quarter to gather in 
extended Open Worship (6:30-8pm) on Wednesday evenings. Friends found that this a rich 
experience, allowing for participants to return to their lives and ministries grounded and 
refreshed. For the summer months, we encourage Friends to participate in the long-established 
Downtown Allowed Meeting for Worship (Thursday evenings at 6
pm; Battery Park Labyrinth across from Castle Clinton). At the October 2019 Quarterly Meeting,
we anticipate considering whether a regular Quarter-wide extended worship opportunity is 
sustainable for the winter months.

3) In the past year, NYQM M&C served as cosponsors for the following witness-oriented events:
-  With the NYQM M&C Subcommittee CQL (see #4 below), workshops on “What To Do with 

the Body?” in September, 2018 and “Dancing through Life“ in December 2018, both at 
Brooklyn Meetinghouse;

- Also with CQL, a open community program and discussion illuminating housing concerns 
among Friends on Saturday, January 12, 2019 at Brooklyn Meetinghouse and Wednesday, 
January 16th, 2019 at Rutherford Place:

-  With Vietnam Veterans Against the War and Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting, Mi Lai 
Memorial exhibition March 22-24, 2019;

- With Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting, ”The Boys Who Said No" event (promotion of a 
documentary in progress about Conscientious Objectors during the Vietnam Era) March 30, 
2019;

- With a wide array of Friends, a joyous ”YES! A Better World is Possible!" conference 
regarding the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals on May 11, 2019 at Brooklyn 
Friends School on Pearl Street, Brooklyn. And indeed a better world is possible.



4) In 2019, at the behest and approval of the Quarterly Meeting, Ministry and Counsel took the 
former Working Group for a Concern for Quaker Living (CQL) under its care as a full and 
standing permanent Subcommittee. For more than four years this quarter-wide, Worship-based 
group has gathered to discern ways forward to keep beloved members with us when medical and 
financial issues combine to prompt them to leave.  We have come to see this as a symptom of a 
combination of tension between our Quaker values and societal norms that have become 
increasingly professionalized. Over this time CQL has offered workshops (noted above) to foster 
dialogue around some of these questions.  CQL is currently conducting a study of the service and
housing needs of Friends - assessing what Friends might need to age in place and how our 
meetings can support them. While each situation is particular and unique, there are many Quaker 
and community resources from which to draw on.

While the sheer amount of community resources is staggering and difficult to evaluate, CQL is 
inquiring about assistance which might be available to help sort the resources. We are interested 
in selecting and applying the ones that most match the needs of our greater Quaker community 
and we are actively inquiring among social work resources and professionals.  At this time we 
are asking NYQM Trustees, and the Quarterly Meeting as a whole, to recognize our intention to 
have a Social Work professional build a plan for a community wide needs assessment; a project 
we expect to take less than 3 months. The results of this planning may evolve into a full blown, 
NYQM needs assessment.  The proposal, approved by NYQM M&C, is attached as "190713-
M&C/CQL Proposal for Social Work Consultation” along with “190708-NYQM M&C/CQL 
Social Work Consultation Memorandum to QM Trustees” (included in an embarrassment of 
transparency).
 
5) Members of Ministry and Counsel have met by invitation with several committees of the 
Quarter to offer perspective, mediation, and spiritual support. We have also considered and 
provided support around causes/concerns by individual members of the Quarter.

Financials: In the past fiscal year,  M&C had the following grouped expenditures: Childcare-
$930.00; Food and Table Supply expenses-$470.00; NYC Pride Parade-$249.00; Creative 
Response to Conflict facilitation contribution-$1,200.00; “Better World is Possible” presentation 
(partial)-$1,904.10; and Committee expenses of $289.56. Returned cash was $42.66 which led to
$5,000.00 expended out of $10,000.00 budgeted. In the 2019-20 year M&C has been budgeted 
$10,000.00

In the year to come, we are making a leap of faith: That Friends in the Quarter will embrace 
Jubilee with enthusiasm and energy leading to wondrous opportunities for spiritual and social 
engagement both during the times of our Quarterly Meetings in October, January and April, and 
as led through other Jubilee-related events.
 
We ask the Monthly Meetings (Morningside/Flushing in October, Brooklyn/Staten Island in 
January, 15th Street/Manhattan in April) to organize the Quarterly Meeting days, programming 
events and activities to supplement our streamlined Meetings for Worship with a Concern for 
Business. Our QM Clerk will work with the Monthly Meetings (perhaps with their Committees 



on Ministry, Worship and/or Pastoral Care) to facilitate these Meetings. NYQM Ministry and 
Counsel is available for support as needed. We encourage Friends (individual Friends, Monthly 
Meetings, and Committees of all stripes) to plan Quarter-wide activities to enrich NYQM's sense
of community and experience of Spirit. NYQM M&C is available to offer guidance, financial 
support, and logistical help. Our Quarterly Meeting contains a multitude of spiritual gifts. Jubilee
is a time to celebrate these.

Friends, we have the personnel, talent, and funds to nurture our community's faith and joy. We 
have the depth of Spirit to nurture our community's life together. Let us deliberately put first 
things first: let us spend time eating together, playing together, praying together, and hugging 
each other's babies and grandparents.
 
Friends, welcome to Jubilee! Let us see what Love can do.
Your Friends In Light,

Dan Truman, 
Joan Malin, 
Beth Kelly (cc), 
Margery Cornwell
Nancy Britton (ex-o), 
Robert Wilber, 
Steven Monroe Smith (cc), 
Jim Morgan, 
Ed Elder

NYQM M&C Committee
Seventh Month, 13, 2019
At the Quaker Burial Ground
Prospect Park, 
Brooklyn, NY















Morningside Monthly Meeting 
Report to the New York Quarterly Meeting 
July 13, 2019 
 
1.  Morningside Monthly Meeting continues to meet each First Day at 11 a.m. for 
Meeting for Worship on the 12th floor of the Riverside Church Tower, with Meeting for 
Children on the 13th floor also at 11 a.m.   
-Meetings for Worship with a Concern for Business were held on May 5, and June 2; the 
next meeting will be on September 8.   
-Bible study was held at 9:30 a.m. before Meeting for Worship on the second Sundays of 
the month; Bible study will resume meeting in the fall.   
-Moving with Spirit continued at 10 a.m. on the first Sunday of each month before 
Meeting for Worship; Moving with Spirit will resume meeting in the fall.   
-Our welcome breakfasts continue on the fourth Sunday of each month at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Riverside Café of Riverside Church; welcome breakfasts will continue throughout the 
summer. 
 
2.  On the fourth Sundays of each month, we have continued our discussions of Deep 
Denial by David Billings, a book addressing the continuing issue of white supremacy in 
the US.   
 
3. On May 5, a minute endorsing The Ribbon International’s New York City event 
planned for August 1 2020 was approved by the meeting.  (Please see the minute in full at 
www.morningsidemeeting.org, on the Newsletter tab.) 
 
4. On May 5, a minute appointing an ad hoc Ribbon Committee to organize the meeting’s 
participation in the event was approved by the meeting. (Please see the minute in full at 
www.morningsidemeeting.org, on the Newsletter tab.)  
 
5.  On June 2, a minute in Support of Morningside’s Endorsement of and Participation in 
The Ribbon International’s “Ribbon 2020 – Tangible Hope for No Nuclear War” event to 
be held in New York City on August 1, 2020 was approved by the meeting.  (Please see 
the minute in full, with additional background, at www.morningsidemeeting.org, on the 
Newsletter tab.) 
 
*Action Item from the ad hoc Ribbon Committee: 
 
At Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business on May 5, 2019, Morningside 
Monthly Meeting agreed to be a named sponsor of the Ribbon International 2020 Event 
in New York City and established an ad hoc Ribbon Committee to manage our 
engagement and to reach out to other groups engaged in peace work. We ask that this 
Minute be forwarded to New York area monthly meetings, to New York Quarterly 
Meeting and New York Yearly Meeting, as well as to other faith and peace groups, for 
their several endorsements and co-sponsorships. (For further information about the 
Ribbon International and the 2020 project in New York City go to 
www.theribboninternational) 



Morningside Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends Minute in Support of 
Morningside’s Endorsement of and Participation in The Ribbon International’s “Ribbon 
2020 – Tangible Hope for No Nuclear War” event, to be held in New York City on August 
1, 2020. 
- Approved at Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business June 2, 2019 
 
 Morningside Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) supports 
the plans of The Ribbon International to hold a “Ribbon 2020” event in New York City 
(and other locations) on August 1, 2020, in commemoration of the 75th anniversary of 
the nuclear bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The Ribbon International is a non-
governmental organization (NGO), in association with the United Nations, which 
promotes nuclear disarmament and Earth Care. The organization—and the movement it 
represents—was launched on August 4, 1985, the 40th-anniversary year of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, with an event in Washington D.C., in which thousands of hand-crafted 
cloth panels, each measuring 18 inches by 36 inches and each held by an individual, were 
tied together in a “ribbon” at least 15 miles long that circled the Pentagon, then stretched 
from the Pentagon to the Lincoln Memorial and the Mall, around the Capitol and back 
again. Each hand-crafted panel depicted in images, words and symbols what its maker 
would miss most in a world destroyed in a nuclear holocaust. For 350 years, the Quaker 
peace testimony has called Friends to work against militarism and to strive to build a 
culture of peace. Now, in the face of renewed nuclear fear-mongering and the continuing 
gross misuse of resources to support nuclear arsenals (the International Campaign to 
Abolish Nuclear Weapons [ICAN] estimates that the nucleararmed nations spend close to 
$300 million a day on their nuclear forces), The Ribbon International 2020 project offers 
people of all faiths or none an opportunity to demonstrate in a simple, concrete way our 
love of peace on Planet Earth. By testifying with linked, handmade panels, creating New 
York’s “Ribbon 2020: Tangible Hope for No Nuclear War,” we announce our shared 
commitment to non-violence, and together speak truth to power. 
 
 
6.  On June 2, a minute in Support of the Fair & Timely Parole Bill (S.497/A.4346) was 
approved by the meeting.  (Please see the minute in full at www.morningsidemeeting.org, 
on the Newsletter tab.) 
 
7.  On June 2, a minute in Support of the Elder Parole Bill (S2144/A4319) was approved 
by the meeting.  (Please see the minute in full at www.morningsidemeeting.org, on the 
Newsletter tab.) 
 
8.  Morningside Meeting’s Fall Retreat, “Our Relationship to the Earth,” will be held 
September 13 – 15, 2019 at Stony Point retreat center, NY. 
 
 
Jane Alexandre, Clerk 
Morningside Monthly Meeting 
 
 







DRAFT QUARTERLY MEETING 13TH DAY OF 7TH MONTH  
NYQM MEETING FOR WORSHIP 
WITH A CONCERN FOR BUSINESS 
 

 

NEW YORK QUARTERLY MEETING  
NOMINATING COMMITTEE ROSTER 

13TH DAY OF 7TH MONTH, 2019  
 

 ‘c’ denotes current clerk of committee; ‘cc’ denotes co-clerk; ‘r‘ denotes recording clerk;  
all terms ending in April unless otherwise indicated   

     
  OFFICERS:  Term: 1 yr; max tenure: 5 consecutive terms  
    
  Nominations   Who Nomin? Current Name Office  Meeting    Term 

   NYQM  Nancy Britton Clerk  Morningside     2 
      NYQM  Ian Hansen Asst Clerk 15th Street       3 
         NYQM  Lynn von Salis Treasurer Brooklyn                    3 
       NYQM  Bart Dominus Asst Treasurer Morningside     3 

              
  NY QUARTERLY MEETING TRUSTEES:  9 members; term: 3 yrs;  max tenure 2 consecutive terms 
             
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr 
 

      Bill Parrott   Brooklyn                  1 2020  
     Lynn von Salis    Brooklyn                  1 2020 
     Michael Phillips   Brooklyn      2 2020 

      Sheila O'Hara   Brooklyn    1 2021 
     Pat Donahue            15th Street       1 2021 

     c  Katherine Alford              Morningside    2 2021 
      Glenn Josey   15th Street    1 2022 

   Wade Black     Brooklyn    1 2022 
     Bart Dominus              Morningside      2 2022 

 
   
  AUDIT AND BUDGET COMMITTEE:  6 members; term: 3 yrs, max tenure: 2 cons terms 
   
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  
   

   Claire Litherland   15th Street  partial 2020 
   Kathy Stackhouse   Morningside  partial 2020 
   Paul van Linden-Tol  Brooklyn  partial 2021  

Martha Hyde    Brooklyn  2 2021 
          Charlene Ray   Morningside  1  2022 

    Nancy Hadley Jaffe  15th Street  2 2022  
 

 
  BROOKLYN FRIENDS SCHOOL TRUSTEES COMMITTEE:  9 members; term: 3 yrs, ending Sept; 
     max: 3 cons terms; nominations needed in April;  1 Bklyn MM nomination 
 
  Nominations  Current Name  Who Nomin? Meeting   Term  End Yr  
  

    _____________    NYQM      1 2022 
   Robin Puskas Bklyn Mtg   Brooklyn  partial 2020 

Willie Mae Watkins   NYQM Brooklyn  1 2020        
           c Ed Oliver NYQM  Brooklyn  1 2020 

   Adam Rashid NYQM  Brooklyn  1 2021 
     Marie Hoguet  NYQM  Brooklyn  1 2021 
                Gustav Peebles NYQM  Brooklyn  2 2021 

      Lakisha Grant   NYQM     Brooklyn  1 2022 
   Audrey Jaynes    NYQM  Montclair   1       2022 



DRAFT QUARTERLY MEETING 13TH DAY OF 7TH MONTH  
NYQM MEETING FOR WORSHIP 
WITH A CONCERN FOR BUSINESS 
 

 

 
CEMETERY COMMITTEE:  6 members; term: 3 yrs, max tenure: 3 cons terms 

 
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr 
 
     Bryan Oettel   Morningside    partial 2020  
             cc Suzanne Stout   15th Street   2 2020  
     Jessie Fleischer-Black  Brooklyn  partial 2021 
     Chris Roddick   Brooklyn  1 2021 

   John Major        Brooklyn  1 2022 
             cc Mary Doty   Brooklyn  1  2022 
 
 
  CMTE FOR DOWNTOWN MANHATTAN ALLOWED MTG:  4 mem; term: 3 yrs, no maximum tenure 
   
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  
    
                 Sally Campbell   Morningside    5 2020  
     Barbara Kuesell   Brooklyn    3 2021 
               c Richard Schmidt   Morningside  1 2022 
     Andy von Salis   Brooklyn    1 2022 
  
 

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE:  6 members; term: 3 yrs, max tenure: 2 terms 
   
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  
 
  _______________        1 2022 
     Dave Britton   Morningside  partial 2020 
    c Ann Kjellberg   15th Street  partial 2020 
     Dwight Huey   Manhattan  1 2021 
     Bryan Oettel   Morningside  1 2021  
     Steven Monroe Smith  15th Street  1 2022 

 
 
EDUCATIONAL FUND:      6 members; term: 3 yrs, max tenure: 2 cons terms 

 
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr   
         
     Glenn Josey   15th Street    1 2020 
 c Caroline Lane   Flushing      2 2020 
      Travis Combs   15th Street             1  2021 
  Marc LaRiviere    15th Street     1  2021 
  Bryan Wigfall    Morningside     1 2021  
  Elizabeth Powers   Brooklyn     1  2022 
 
  FRIENDS IN THE CITY:  Laid down as of 4/21/2019 Quarterly Meeting  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DRAFT QUARTERLY MEETING 13TH DAY OF 7TH MONTH  
NYQM MEETING FOR WORSHIP 
WITH A CONCERN FOR BUSINESS 
 

 

  FRIENDS SEMINARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES COMMITTEE:  9 members; term: 3 yrs, ending Sept;  
  max: 3 cons terms   One 15th Street MM nomination 
 
  Nominations  Current Name  Who Nomin? Meeting   Term  End Yr 
  

    ______________    NYQM       1 2022 
               Isaac Henderson NYQM  Paulina, IA   1 2020  
        Liz DiGiorgio NYQM  Flushing   3 2020 
        Carol Warner NYQM  15th Street                3 2020 
        Lee Rada NYQM  Morningside    partial 2021  

      Buxton Midyette 15th St.  15th Street  1 2021 
      Mark Doty NYQM  Brooklyn  2 2021 

                David Garrity NYQM  15th Street    1  2022  
      Ben Smith NYQM  15th Street    3 2022 
  

 
  GAY PRIDE PARADE COORDINATORS:  2 members:  3 year terms, no max terms 
 
  Nominations   Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  
   
     William Carr   Brooklyn     1 2020  
     Ernie Buscemi   Morningside     2 2021 
     
  GREAT LAKES REGION (AFRICA) EDUCATION CMTE:  6 members; 3 yr terms, no max terms 
 
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  
 

Margaret Mulindi    Manhattan    5  2020   
     Tony Shitemi    Nairobi Int’l     5 2020 
     Betty Williams   15th Street         co-opted  
     Corona Machemer   Valley      5 2021 
     Margery Cornwell  15th Street     7  2021   
     Mary Ann Baily   Brooklyn  1 2022  
    c Marna Herrity   Brooklyn     5  2022 
 
 
  HANDBOOK COORDINATING COMMITTEE:  3 members:   2 years; 2 consecutive terms 
  
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr 
   
  __________                 1    2020  
     Charles Sirey   15th Street  1 2020 
     Dave Britton      Morningside  1     2021 
  
  
 
 
   



DRAFT QUARTERLY MEETING 13TH DAY OF 7TH MONTH  
NYQM MEETING FOR WORSHIP 
WITH A CONCERN FOR BUSINESS 
 

 

MINISTRY AND COUNSEL CMTE:  9 members; term:  2 yrs; max tenure:  3 terms 
 
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr 
     

_____________         1 2021 
   Ed Elder    Morningside    partial 2020 

    c Steven Monroe Smith  15th St     1 2020  
     Dan Truman   Flushing   1 2020  

   Jim Morgan   Brooklyn    1 2020  
             Beth Kelly   Brooklyn  2 2020 

   Margery Cornwell  15th St.       1  2021 
   Joan Malin   Brooklyn   1 2021 
   Robert Wilber     Stillwater OH  2 2021 
 

    
NOMINATING COMMITTEE:  7 members; term:  2 yrs; max: 3 cons terms; all members nominated by mm's 

    
  Nominations  Current Name  Who Nomin? Meeting   Term  End Yr  
  
  Carol Summar      15th St   Mtg 15th Street     2 2021 

_____________    Flushing Mtg Flushing   partial 2020  
     Beverly Archibald M'hattn  Mtg Manhattan   partial  2020  
      Patty Frascatore Bklyn Mtg Brooklyn  1 2020 
     Charles Sirey 15th St   Mtg 15th Street     2 2020 
     David Britton M'side   Mtg Morningside              1     2021 
    c Elizabeth Powers Bklyn     Mtg Brooklyn  2 2021 
  
   

RELIEF COMMITTEE:  7 members; term: 3 yrs, max tenure: 3 cons terms 
 
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  
   
  Emmanuel Mulindi     Manhattan  1  2022 
     Jessie Fleischer-Black  Brooklyn    partial 2020     
     Jolene Festa   Brooklyn  1 2020 
     Julie Glynn   Brooklyn  1 2020   
     Andres Colapinto   Brooklyn    1 2021  

    c Nancy Hadley Jaffe   15th Street    2 2021  
       Bobby Gonzales   15th Street     1 2022 

       
 
 
  NYYM MINISTRY COORD CMTE:  term: 3 yrs; max 2 terms, must be a member of one of the monthly  
  meeting ministry and counsel/oversight committees at the time the appointment is made 
 
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  
 

       Hugo Lane                  Flushing      1 2022 
 

NYYM NOMINATING CMTE: 3 appointees; term: 3 yrs, ending in April; max tenure: 2 terms 
  

 Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr 
 

   Ben Frisch                1     2022 
   _________________            partial  2019 
      Joe Garren   Brooklyn        1 2022 



10 Clove Lake Place, Staten Island, NY 10310-2713 
https://statenislandquakers.org 

Staten Island Meeting 
of the Religious Society of Friends 

 

Clerk's report to New York Quarterly Meeting – July 13, 2019 

During warmer months, Staten Island Meeting meets on the beach 2nd 

Sundays, in addition to our usual 4th Sunday meeting at the Y. The last two 

meetings have consisted of myself sitting in expectant and hopeful waiting for 

another worshiper to arrive. The situation prompts a kind of fruitful introspection 

that I have not otherwise discovered, either in solitude or in the company of others. 

That said, it's not a practice I would like to continue indefinitely; and yet, I don't 

think it good to set an ultimatum about reaching a voluble meeting size. I have 

been blessed with considerable support from Friends in the Quarter who seem 

happy that I continue to hold forth at this outpost; and I when other Friends do join 

me for worship on the Faire Isle of Staten it never fails to be an inspiring 

convocation indeed.  

 
In the spirit of Friends,  

 
 

 
Ted Lochwyn, clerk  

 



Welcome to the Jubilee Year!

*****
New York Quarterly Meeting July Session

Saturday, July 13, 2019
10am-5pm

Quaker Cemetery in Prospect Park
*****

New York Quarterly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends is 
engaging in a year of Jubilee: a time of community-building, 
spiritual renewal, and celebrating That of God in each other. 

All (yes, especially you and your kids!) are invited
to our Jubilee Kickof

Childcare WITH CHILDREN'S PROGRAMMING available, as
well as intergenerational activities.

SCHEDULE FOR THE DAY: 

10:00am  Meeting For Worship
11:00am  Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business

12:30 -1:30 Potluck Lunch

1:45-2:15  Getting to know you activity
2:20-3:20  choose 2:

 Nikki Holland / Director of the Belize City Friends Center
 OR Clare Dimyon / Daniel Wheeler (1771-1840), Quaker 

missonary in Russia
 OR Games



 OR Committees break-out groups for discussion  

3:30-4:20  Quaker adventure OR worship-sharing
Queries to consider during this time: 

 What is the place of simplicity in a busy life? 
 What ministry brings you to life? 
 How do we recognize spiritual gifts? How do we nurture gifts in each other? How

do we nurture our own gifts? 
 Where is the joy and fun in Quakerism? 
 What does forgiveness mean for us? How do we do it? Where/why do we 

struggle? 

4:30-5:00  Closing Worship/reflections: What are your hopes for the Jubilee
Year? 

Parking: There is no need for a permit. Parking is in the cemetery, not in
park. Have  your blinkers on and you are legal at all times.

This day is sponsored by NYQM's Committee on Ministry and Counsel. Please contact
Steve Monroe Smith (steviepesce@icloud.com) to request childcare and Beth Kelly

(beth.r.kelly@gmail.com) if you have questions or feel led to help out on the day of the
event. 

mailto:beth.r.kelly@gmail.com
mailto:steviepesce@icloud.com


YEAR OF JUBILEE: NYQM MEETING DATES

Our Year of Jubilee runs from July 2019 through July 2020. During this 
year our six Monthly Meetings are paired – large meetings with 
smaller meetings - for the October, January and April meetings to host
the NYQM (see schedule below). We urge these paired meetings to 
work with each other to engage the body in concerns and activities 
that they see as reflecting their work in the Quaker community. As 
some business will continue at each meeting, the NYQM’s clerk and 
M&C will work with our paired meetings as they prepare for hosting 
the NYQM. Using our Quarterly Meeting time together to participate in 
a variety of programs encourages the growth of Spirit and Community.

We encourage the NYQM standing committees designated to give 
their annual reports to post their reports to the website at least 2 
weeks prior to the Business Meeting to allow for review and 
clarification by the body, thereby focusing our discussion/seasoning on
the floor of the meeting. 

NYQM’s Year of Jubilee: During the NYQM’s Year of Jubilee, we urge 
our monthly meetings to contact NYQM’s M&C co-clerks, (Steve 
Monroe Smith, steviepesce@gmail.com and Beth Kelly, 
beth.r.kelly@gmail.com) activities and events they would to share with
the NYQM body. 

2019 NYQM dates:
October 27th  Morningside & Flushing Meetings hosting at Riverside 

Church, Manhattan

2020 NYQM dates:
January 19th Brooklyn Friends & Staten Island Meetings hosting at

Brooklyn Meetinghouse, Brooklyn
April 19th Fifteenth St. & Manhattan Meetings hosting at 

Friends Meetinghouse, Manhattan
July 18th Saturday, Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn

This completes our Year of Jubilee

October 18th Flushing Monthly Meeting, Flushing

mailto:beth.r.kelly@gmail.com
mailto:steviepesce@gmail.com


Morningside Monthly Meeting Retreat Registration

Toward the Healing and Restoration of the Earth and Ourselves
September 13 – September 15, 2019

Date: July 8, 2019

Location: Stony Point Conference Center, 17 Cricketown Road, Stony Point, New York.  

Cost: $230 per person for a double room, $350 for a single room and to be provided Friday dinner, three meals on 
Saturday, and breakfast and lunch on Sunday.  

Queries to consider: 
1. How do you describe your relationship with the earth?
2. How can we enhance our becoming more conscious of our interconnectivity with the natural world and each other?
3. How are we the beneficiaries of the gifts from our brother and sister plants and animals across evolutionary time?
4. Was there a time when you treated the natural world with distain or disrespect, and later regretted it?
5. Is there another species, location or earthy phenomenon that inspires your spirit?
6. Are we engaged in nurturing and deepening our relationship with all creation? Do we make time to open to the Spirit 
through contact with nature? Do we strive to live in harmony with the Earth? How can we transform our lives in witness 
to our right relationship with the Earth, and join with others in active stewardship, realizing that we share one planet, now 
and in the future?
7. Do we support measures to avoid pollution of air and water? Do we support measures to establish the conservation and 
right use of natural resources? 

Registration and payment due no later than August 30, 2019

Name:                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Phone:                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Email:                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Special Food Needs: Every meal includes meat, vegetarian, and vegan options and can accommodate gluten-free, dairy-
free, and a variety of other dietary requirements:                                                                                                               
                          

Double-Room Preference ($230 per person);                                                                                                                      
                

Roommate Preference:                                                                                                                                                         
             

Single Room Preference ($350/person):                                                                                                                                          

Ideas for retreat activities (e.g., walks, singing, readings, art):                                                                                                        

Make payment payable to Morningside Monthly Meeting 

Give or mail registration and check to

Daniel Seeger
1382 Newtown Langhorne Road, Unit B107
Newtown, PA 18940



For more information go to http://stonypointcenter.org/
For travel information go to https://stonypointcenter.org/getting-here

*Scholarships are available – contact David Fletcher – davidcfletcher61@gmail.com

mailto:davidcfletcher61@gmail.com
https://stonypointcenter.org/getting-here
http://stonypointcenter.org/


The Ribbon International
Ribbon 2020 – Tangible Hope for No Nuclear War

Please join The Ribbon International on Ausust 1  st   2020, for the 75  th   Anniversary of the Nuclear
Bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki: 

Follow us on Instagram '@theribbon 2020', and look for our Facebook page.   

The Ribbon International was founded by Justine Merritt in 1982, after she visited the 
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum in Japan.  She was greatly affected by the tragedy 
caused by the Atomic Bomb in 1945.  Returning to the United States, she was inspired to 
create a Ribbon panel, expressing her feelings, “What I cannot bear to think of as lost 
forever in a Nuclear War.”  She decided to have a Ribbon event for the 40  th   Memorial 
Anniversary of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  

It was in the middle of the Cold War between The United States and The Soviet Union, 
and using nuclear weapons could happen again at a moments notice. 

On August 4  th  1985, fifteen miles of Ribbons encircled the Pentagon and other important 
monuments. On the same day, the Atomic Bomb Dome was encircled with Ribbons.

The Ribbon International is now a Non Governmental Organization in  Assosiation with the
United Nations. These days the world is closer to the tragedy of nuclear war and a nuclear 
accident more than ever before.  On August 1st 2020, The Ribbon International is planning
to have a Ribbon event in New York City, Tokyo, and other cities, towns, villages, and 
homes around the world for the 75  th   Anniversary of the Nuclear Bombing of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki.  Please join us with Ribbons wherever you are, tie them together, and pray for a
world without Nuclear Weapons and never another nuclear tragedy.  (If you cannot join, 
please pray with us wherever you are.)  Let's upload it on Instagram and Facebook.



How to make a Ribbon? 
                   (Please also see our website: www.theribboninternational.org)

 Cut a panel of sturdy cloth, double thickness, of any color.
 Finished size: one meter by a half meter (or one yard by a half yard)
 Sew 20cm (9 inch) pieces of ribbon to each corner so the panels may be easily tied together.
 On this panel, sew, paint, write, embroider, weave, knit, tie-dye or use any other kind of 

ornaments to express what you most love about the world and want to protect from what is 
endangered on this earth.

If you wish, write your name and/or any message on the back of the panel.

(For the   latest information  , please visit our website.) 

For Tax Exempt Donations:Peace Action Education Funds; please indicate for the Ribbon Project.
Send to: 40 Witherspoon St., Princeton, NJ 08542-3208 USA; or call:(609)924-5022

http://www.theribboninternational.org/


Make your Ribbon
a reflection of what is
in your heart for peace.

We realize our own familiar 
and much loved countries need 
our help in resolving conflicts.

We know we can live in peace by 
protecting the Earth and all its peoples.

The pictures show families, animals, 
soccer games, oceans, the seasons, homes... 
help us create the largest art project in art history

Please send tax exempt donations to:
The Ribbon/Peace Action Education Fund 
40 Witherspoon Street 
Princeton, NJ 08542, USA

MAKE A PANEL AND JOIN 
THE RIBBON PROJECT

Cut a panel of sturdy cloth, double thick-
ness, of any color, finished size 18" x 36"
(46.5cm x 93cm). 

Sew several rows of stitching as a border 
on all four sides to give the panel strength. 

On this panel sew, paint, write, embroider,
applique, weave, knit, tie dye or use
crayons or ornaments of any kind to
express what you most love about the
world and want to protect from human-
made disasters. 

Sew 9 inch (20cm) pieces of ribbon or bias
tape to each corner so the  panels may be
easily tied together.

Write your name, address and any
story/message on the back of your panel.

START THE RIBBON IN
YOUR COMMUNITY

Join with others through a school, univer-
sity, place of worship, peace organization,
senior’s center, library, mayor’s office, via
TV or a newspaper article, etc., and create
Ribbons to use and display at your local
events to remind us all of the urgency to
change the way we live and treat the Earth.

/Tangible Hope
Make your hopes for the world a solid real-
ity by creating a Ribbon panel.  Show your
connectedness that we are one human race
living on one Earth.

CREATE A PANEL 

“What I cannot bear to think of as lost
forever.........” 

The pictures celebrate the beauty and
importance of each life. When joined
together they show we are ready to honor
our diversity and celebrate our unity with
all humanity in protecting Earth’s life.

The Ribbon is helping to
unite We the People

everywhere for the care
and protection of the earth
and all of its inhabitants.



1982: Justine Merritt (1924 - 2008) is inspired to tie a
“Ribbon” around the Pentagon in Washington, D.C.,
using the theme “What I cannot bear to think of as lost

forever in a nuclear war.” She writes about her idea to

friends.  

1985: Ten miles of Ribbons encircle the Pentagon and
other Washington, D.C., buildings. The Atom Bomb
Memorial in Hiroshima is also encircled.

1986-1988: In New Zealand, Ribbons connect US and
USSR embassies. In South Africa, black and white moth-
ers use Ribbons to tell their government they don’t want

their children killing each other. In Japan, Ribbons
protest the razing of Ikego Forest. In Okinawa, 1987, the
largest military base is surrounded with Ribbons. In

Holland the US and USSR embassies are connected.

Tamil, Sinhalese and Christian segments are displayed
together in Sri Lanka. In Assisi, 1988, Ribbons are collect-
ed, displayed, then mailed in “starter kits” to 4O countries.

1989-1992: In the Middle East, Muslim and Jewish
children working together create Ribbons. In London,
Ribbons are exhibited in the Houses of Parliament. In
Geneva, Ribbons hang in the Palais des Nations during
the UN NPT Conference. In New York, 1991, a UN
exhibit includes segments made by Iraqi and American

children. Ribbons are displayed in Brazil in 1992 and
around the world during the “Earth Summit.”

1993-1995: Ribbons displayed at the Human  Rights con-
ference in Vienna inspire a Ribbon contest in Singapore.
The Canadian Ecumenical Council calendar, devoted to
art and the UN, features Ribbons. Televised Ribbons are

carried under water to help connect Egypt, lsrael and

Jordon. Segments are contributed by Switzerland,
Germany, Italy, China and other countries.

1996/97: International Mothers of Liberia use Ribbons calling
attention to the stealing of children for the army. Towns in the
Ukraine create Ribbons for a world without wars and vio-
lence. Ribbons are given to all the UN Missions and Mayors
for Peace are contacted. Estonia and Haiti display Ribbons for
peace. In Gas City and Marion, Indiana, USA, schools,
places of worship, police, fire department, stores and individ-
uals join together with Ribbons, in Magdeburg, Germany,
the Mayor inspires the city’s people to create and display
Ribbon panels for Human Rights Day. The Bonadssamlingen
Museum in Stenstorp, Sweden receives their own collection
of Ribbons.

1998-2000: Ribbons are displayed at the UNESCO Power of
Culture conference in Stockholm, for Human Rights Day in
Copenhagen, made in China, are exhibited at the HAP in the
Netherlands and created for the International Year of Older
Persons.

2001-2010: International Decade for the Culture of Peace
and Nonviolence for the Children of the World. Ribbons are
given to all U.S.  Congressmen for the UN Culture of Peace
Year. Lake Havasu City, AZ, USA creates and display
Ribbons for UN Day. Africans and Cubans receive Ribbons
for peace. Ribbon is given to Pope John Paul II at the Vatican
in honor of the Decade for a COP, 9/11 yearly Ribbons are
carried from the UN to the World Trade Center, interfaith
peace prayer is read at the site. Ribbons are presented to NYC
Council, 9/11 families of Peaceful Tomorrows, Mayors For
Peace, (NYC Abolition of Nuclear Weapons Day proclama-
tion 4/28/04), Spiritual leader of India, Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar and Peace Boat. Church Women United adopt
“THE RIBBON: TANGIBLE HOPE” for their prayer days.
Paris and Hiroshima exhibit Ribbons at peace conferences.

THE FUTURE
Each year, on October 24th, we can celebrate United
Nations/United Peoples Day (we are all responsible for
peace), by displaying Ribbons around the earth to make
visible that “We the People” are linking together to end
wars and environmental destruction for a safer world.
Over 1,000 Ribbons are created and exhibited in
Monterrey, MX for the UNESCO Culture Forum.

LOCAL RIBBON CONTACTS

MAKE A RIBBON SEGMENT TO
SHOW YOUR THOUGHTS FOR

THE CARE AND PROTECTION OF
THE EARTH AND ALL ITS INHABI-
TANTS, THEN DISPLAY YOUR
SEGMENT AND LENGTHEN
THE GLOBAL RIBBON.

www.theribboninternational.org
www.theribbon.org

SOME EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE RIBBON



New York Quarterly Meeting, Religious Society of Friends
Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business

Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn
 13th day, 7th month, 2019

11am-12:30pm
Year of Jubilee (July 2019-July 2020)

Forwarding the New York Quarterly Meeting’s minute endorsing the Ribbon Project and 
asking the New York Yearly Meeting to also endorse the project.

2019.07.10. Friends accept the reports of all monthly meetings, and consider also an action 
item from Morningside MM to support the minute endorsing the Ribbon Project—to 
commemorate the bombing of Nagasaki, support the campaign to abolish nuclear weapons, and
build a culture of peace. Friends endorse this minute and direct the NYQM Clerk to forward the
minute to the NYYM Witness Coordinating Committee for them to also consider endorsing.  
Friends should contact Charlene Ray at moneycoach@earthlink.net if they wish to be more 
involved, and in these communications please put “Ribbon” in the subject line.

Nancy Britton
clerk, NYQM

Morningside’s Minutes below: 

Morningside Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business
May 5, 2019

The following is from the Peace and Social Concerns Report read at the May 5, 2019 Morningside 
Monthly Meeting’s Worship with a Concern for Business: 

2. June Tano brings to the committee additional information on the event planned by The 
Ribbon International in New York City on August 1, 2020, in commemoration of the 75th 
anniversary of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and in support of campaign to 
abolish nuclear weapons. She also brings several panels from earlier Ribbon events to clarify 
the “ribbon” idea and asks that Morningside endorse the 2020 event and take the lead in 
securing the support and participation of New York Quakers. (A flyer about The Ribbon 
International and the 2020 event in New York City has been circulated to Morningsiders and 

mailto:moneycoach@earthlink.net


published in the Newsletter. Friends can find out more on the group’s website 
[www.theribboninternational.org], and should also take a look at The Ribbon: A Celebration of 
Life, a book that tells the story of the first Ribbon event, in Washington, D.C. in 1985. There 
are copies in the Morningside Library.) The Peace & Social Concerns Committee strongly 
supports the Ribbon International Campaign for the abolition of nuclear weapons and 
Morningside’s participation in the 2020 Event planned for New York City. Accordingly, the 
Committee brings forward the following minutes for approval: 1. Morningside Monthly 
Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends endorses The Ribbon International’s New York 
City event, planned for August 1, 2020, in support of the abolition of nuclear weapons. 
[“Endorsement” means that Morningside’s name will be added to a list of endorsing 
organizations that is just beginning to be assembled. Pax Christi has already endorsed the 
event.] 3 2. The Meeting appoints an ad hoc Ribbon Committee to be responsible for 
organizing Morningside’s participation in the event, including, but not limited to, drafting a 
Minute of Support, which, once seasoned and approved by the Meeting, will be widely shared; 
and informing and engaging other New York area Friends, including the Monthly Meetings, 
New York Quarterly Meeting, and New York Yearly Meeting in the campaign. (June Tano, who
is a member of The Ribbon International and on the organizing committee for the 2020 Event, 
will be on the committee.)

Morningside Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business
June 2, 2019

3. Friends approve the Minute: “Morningside Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends 
endorses The Ribbon International’s New York City event, planned for August 1, 2020, in support of 
the abolition of nuclear weapons.” 

4. Friends approve the Minute: “The Meeting appoints an ad hoc Ribbon Committee to be responsible 
for organizing Morningside’s participation in the event, including, but not limited to, drafting a Minute 
of Support, which, once seasoned and approved by the Meeting, will be widely shared; and informing 
and engaging other New York area Friends, including the Monthly Meetings, New York Quarterly 
Meeting, and New York Yearly Meeting in the campaign.” Robert Schwab, Sally Campbell (convener), 
Charlene Ray and June Tano have volunteered to be on the ad hoc committee.


