
New York Quarterly Meeting, Religious Society of Friends
Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business

Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn
in case of rain, meet at Brooklyn Friends Meeting House

110 Schermerhorn, Brooklyn
 13th day, 7th month, 2019

11am-12:30pm

AGENDA

Attendance: please sign in on the circulating sheets

READING: 
“We began with this Query: ‘There are many wonderful, loving people who are gathered into 

our communities and many groups doing important caring work. What is unique about the Religious 
Society of Friends that makes us worth existing? Are our structures, how we live with each other, 
actions and message consistent with its fulfillment? If not, how do we fix it?’

…we are moving towards the completion of business that required many years of long and 
heavy laboring with difficult issues, pulling us in many directions. As the NYQM approaches nearly 50
years of existence ... it is time to pause and … turn inward, to actively and attentively create space for 
spiritually nurturing ourselves and our community. We acknowledge that we are in a time of transition. 

Jubilee Years, as practiced by many Quaker Meetings in the last quarter-century, are used to 
revitalize a spiritual community by shifting their focus of time, energy and effort from doing “business”
towards spiritual growth, renewal, Friendly Support, and fellowship. 

We note that the year of Jubilee is a practice rooted in ancient scripture (Leviticus 25) and was 
not merely a time for resting. This was a time of acknowledgment that everything belongs to God and 
not to human workings. In agrarian terms, Jubilee acknowledges the completion of a natural cycle of 
human effort and while our fields seem to lie fallow, the soils are actively turned and rejuvenated in 
anticipation of greater growth. years look to a year of joy and renewal as we refresh and return to our 
spiritual roots and Quaker roots. We expect that in order to achieve the transformation we hope for we 
will need to choose to focus on different activities, not cease acting altogether.

These include: the forgiveness of debts; the release from shame; setting aside of grievances; and
the laying down some of the work that has been completed and reflection on what work lies ahead. 
Envisioned as part of this process would be time and opportunities for healing amongst us, as well as 
activities like workshops, retreats, special opportunities to worship and other renewing activities that 
would be made possible by the laying down other work.”

From: Call for Jubilee! in NYQM, 20th of First Month, 2019, M&C report & Report based on 
Discussion of NYQM Queries about a possible Jubilee Year held at Flushing MM on 16 
February 2018.

Agenda review

Nominating Roster: consent slate



Communications Committee annual report

Cemetery Committee annual report

Great Lakes Africa Committee annual report

Consent slate for each monthly meeting - action items from monthly meetings will be read
Flushing Monthly Meeting Report
Manhattan Monthly Meeting Report 
Staten Island Meeting
Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting
Brooklyn Monthly Meeting Report
Morningside Monthly Meeting Report

action item on the Ribbon Project

Ministry and Counsel Committee annual report

Announcements:
Two monthly meetings, Brooklyn and Morningside, are opening their fall retreats to the NYQM for 
greater opportunities to get to know each other. Scholarships are available through either of these two 
monthly meetings or the NYQM M&C (contact co-clerks Beth Kelly beth.r.kelly@gmail.com or Steve 
Monroe Smith, steviepesce@gmail.com)

Morningside: All NYQM members and attenders are welcome to join Morningside’s retreat on 
September 13-15, Stony Point, NY,. Theme: Toward the Healing and Restoration of the Earth and 
Ourselves. August 30th deadline for registration. Contact David Fletcher davidcfletcher61@gmail.com 
for more information. The registration form is on the NYQM website at  
(https://www.nycquakers.org/2019/07/09/2019_07_13-morningside-fall-retreat-registration-form/) and 
the Morningside website (https://morningsidemeeting.org/september-13-15-2019-morningside-fall-
retreat-stony-point-retreat-center-ny). 

Brooklyn: All NYQM members and attenders are welcome to join Brooklyn Meeting’s annual retreat 
on November 8-10, Powell House, contact Sarah Way (sraway@mac.com). More information to follow
on registration, scholarships and particulars. 

Ribbon Project: On August 4th, 1985, the 40th anniversary year of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 15 miles 
of Ribbons (cloth panels) surrounded the Pentagon and other Washington DC buildings, wishing for 
"Tangible Hope for No Nuclear War." August 1st, 2020 is the 75th anniversary year of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. A "Ribbon 2020" event will be held in New York City, Tokyo, and other cities on that day. 
Please join us, and let's pray for nuclear-free world. Ribbon International is a NGO, in association with 
the UN, which promotes nuclear disarmament and Earth Care. More information can be found on their 
website: www.theribboninternational.org
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Friends in Central and Western Europe send their loving greetings from the CEG (Central European
Gathering ) meeting in Slovenia whose central focus was Friends with a concern for our relationships 
with non-human animals. Bob Baldridge attended the three day gathering in Slovenia at France Yearly 
Meeting sessions in Paris and in Norway Yearly meeting sessions. He brings loving greetings from The 
Prague Quaker Center whose members invite all Friends in the NYQM to visit and offer sleeping 
accommodation in central Prague. Also Friends in the Paris and Berlin Monthly Meetings welcomed 
him and send their warm regards. If any F/friends have any questions about the EU Friends Bob can 
provide more information: Bob’s cell is 646.554.4700 or email: quakerstory@yahoo.com. 

At the end of today, we will be considering the following queries:
During Worship-Sharing:

 What is the place of simplicity in a busy life? 

 What ministry brings you to life? 

 How do we recognize spiritual gifts? How do we nurture gifts in each other? How do we 
nurture our own gifts? 

 Where is the joy and fun in Quakerism? 

 What does forgiveness mean for us? How do we do it? Where/why do we struggle? 

Reflections:
 What are your hopes for the Jubilee Year? 

Close of Meeting

"Behold, I will do a new thing!
Now it shall spring forth; shall you not know it?

I will even make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert."
Isaiah 43:19 (KJV)
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YEAR OF JUBILEE: NYQM MEETING DATES

Our Year of Jubilee runs from July 2019 through July 2020. During this 
year our six Monthly Meetings are paired – large meetings with 
smaller meetings - for the October, January and April meetings to host
the NYQM (see schedule below). We urge these paired meetings to 
work with each other to engage the body in concerns and activities 
that they see as reflecting their work in the Quaker community. As 
some business will continue at each meeting, the NYQM’s clerk and 
M&C will work with our paired meetings as they prepare for hosting 
the NYQM. Using our Quarterly Meeting time together to participate in 
a variety of programs encourages the growth of Spirit and Community.

We encourage the NYQM standing committees designated to give 
their annual reports to post their reports to the website at least 2 
weeks prior to the Business Meeting to allow for review and 
clarification by the body, thereby focusing our discussion/seasoning on
the floor of the meeting. 

NYQM’s Year of Jubilee: During the NYQM’s Year of Jubilee, we urge 
our monthly meetings to contact NYQM’s M&C co-clerks, (Steve 
Monroe Smith, steviepesce@gmail.com and Beth Kelly, 
beth.r.kelly@gmail.com) activities and events they would to share with
the NYQM body. 

2019 NYQM dates:
October 27th  Morningside & Flushing Meetings hosting at Riverside 

Church, Manhattan

2020 NYQM dates:
January 19th Brooklyn Friends & Staten Island Meetings hosting at 

Brooklyn Meetinghouse, Brooklyn
April 19th Fifteenth St. & Manhattan Meetings hosting at Friends 

Meetinghouse, Manhattan
July 18th Saturday, Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn

This completes our Year of Jubilee

October 18th Flushing Monthly Meeting, Flushing
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