
10th day of the 9th month, 2018 

New York Quarterly Meeting Quarterly Nominating Report to New York Quarterly Meeting 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

“As Quakers we are part of community rooted in the experience of transformation.  This transformation 

is inward, it is personal, and it is collective.” – Ben Pink Dandelion, Open for transformation 

 

As the quarterly nominating committee, we strive to enable all three levels of that transformation 

through our nominating process.  Over the past year, we read the Strawberry Creek Nominating Process 

and felt led to commit ourselves to much of that process.  We listen for where the spirit leads us in 

nominations and we follow those leadings, seeking to match gifts and needs of individuals with the 

needs of the Quarter.  We do not pursue nominations as an administrative exercise but as a deeply 

spiritual and spirit-led practice that aims to serve New York Quarterly Meeting as a body and to enable 

the spirit to do its work through the body. Sometimes, it is not entirely clear why we are led to a specific 

nomination, but if our collective discernment holds true, we trust that the nomination will serve to 

transform both the individual and the quarter.   

At our first meeting after last quarterly meeting, we were led as a group to share the moment when we 

each individually became in some way transformed by the spirit, in a way that called us to life as 

Quakers, a life lived in the Kingdom. 

It is in this spirit that we make the following nominations.   

For Audit and Budget,  

• Kathy Stackhouse from Morningside Meeting for a partial term, ending in April 2020 

For Brooklyn Friends School Trustees, 

• At the April 2018 Quarterly Meeting, Ben Horner requested release from service from Brooklyn 

Friends School Trustees as of September 2018; he has subsequently discerned that he would like 

to finish out his term through September 2019.   

• Barbara von Salis, the nominee from Brooklyn Meeting, has requested release from her service 

on Brooklyn Friends School Trustees due to her move to Rhode Island. See attachment A 

Nominations 

• Robin Puskas from Brooklyn Meeting for a partial term, ending in September 2020 as the 

Brooklyn Meeting nominee for the Brooklyn Friends School Trustees.  This is to fill the seat 

previously filled by Barbara von Salis. 

• Marie Hoguet from Brooklyn Meeting for a first term, ending in September 2021 

For Cemetery Committee, Janet Soderberg has requested release from her service on the Cemetery 

Committee due to health reasons.  See attachment B 



For Communications Committee, 

• Steven Monroe Smith from 15th Street Meeting for a partial term to April 2019 

• Lynn von Salis from Brooklyn Meeting for a partial term to April 2019 

• Dave Britton from Morningside Meeting for a partial term to April 2020 

• Ann Kjellberg from 15th Street Meeting for a partial term to April 2020 

• Brian Oetell from Morningside Meeting for a first term to April 2021 

• Dwight Huey from Manhattan Meeting for a first term to April 2021 – we would like to 

acknowledge a concern raised that our Friend Dwight Huey may not have time to fulfill his 

service on the committee due to being a Freshman in college.  We have spoken with our Friend 

Dwight.  He has energy and excitement about being involved.  It is Nominating’s discernment to 

nominate Dwight despite this concern for the following reasons: 

o We hear a clear leading in his desire to serve 

o We are led to have a young person on this committee 

o Dwight is a member of Manhattan Monthly Meeting, which tends to be 

underrepresented on our committees and is not currently represented on the 

communications committee  

o People of color are currently underrepresented on the communications committee, as 

well as many of our other committees 

o Most importantly, this is an opportunity to keep an energetic and spirit-led young 

person integrated in the life of the Quarterly Meeting, at a time when many Friends’ 

participation wanes 

For Educational Fund, Bryan Wigfall from Morningside Meeting for a first term, ending April 2021 

For Great Lakes (Africa) Education Committee, Caroline Harting requests release from her service on this 

committee.  See attachment C 

For Handbook Coordinating Committee, Charles Sirey from 15th Street Meeting for a first term ending 

April 2020 

For Quarterly Ministry and Counsel, Karen Taborn from Morningside Meeting for a partial term ending 

April 2019 

For Quarterly Nominating Committee, Patty Frascatore from Brooklyn Meeting for a first term ending 

April 2020 

For NYYM Nominating, Joe Garren from Brooklyn Meeting for a partial term to 2019 

Lastly, there are no nominations over which we labor more than the nominations to Friends Seminary 

Board of Trustees.  We wanted to hold nominations until after the threshing sessions about the 

relationship between the Quarter and the schools.  Given our desire to post nominations well in advance 

of Quarterly Meeting, we are not led to bring any nominations at this time.   

 

Quarterly Nominating met with Quarterly M&C on October 8th to season this leading and the concerns 

we carry about this committee: 



• The spiritual integrity of Friends on this committee seems to come into question immediately 
upon approval to serve 

• Many Friends on this committee seem to stop attending their monthly meetings at some point 
after being approved to serve 

• Our sense is that Friends have been reluctant to serve on the Friends Seminary Board of 
Trustees.  As a result, until recently, the Quarter has accepted nominations suggested by the 
Governance and Nominating Committee of Friends Seminary Board of Trustees without actively 
seeking Friends in the Quarter to serve. 

• Friends speak of the school and its trustees in a way that implies or directly states that they 
cannot see that of God in them and have expressed an inability to forgive the individuals serving 
on the board of trustees.  

• We hear the sense of the Quarter being that there is not enough Quaker process alive in Friends 
Seminary.  We hear an expectation that it lies on the shoulders of those nine Friends nominated 
to serve as Trustees of Friends Seminary to see to the presence of Quaker process in Friends 
Seminary. Friends have suggested names of Friends to serve on the Friends Seminary Board of 
Trustees with the belief that such Friends would be advocates for a specific agenda.   

Our sense is that the work needed is more than that of Trustees, but that of the whole community of 
Quakers.  

As we met with M&C we sought ways to rebuild the relationship between the school and the 

community of Friends of the Quarter. We found unity in recognizing a need for the Quarter to establish 

and maintain an ongoing direct conversation with the Friends we appoint to serve as Friends Seminary 

Trustees. We need to build trust through open communications, mutual accountability and clarity about 

our shared leadings and expectations. The Quarter is the community of Friends committed to providing 

the school with Quaker leadership and guidance as to acting in the manner of Friends. We need to 

ensure that those of us who serve as Trustees are supported and enabled by their Friends community as 

well as being accountable and effective in their school leadership service.  

With the support of M&C we expect to meet with Friends to build a greater understanding of the work 

of the Friends Seminary Board of Trustees, and to get to know and support the members of the Quarter 

who take on this service. This will help us be more effective in finding those among us who are best 

suited for such work. 

Quarterly Nominating continues to seek a way forward and hopes to bring nominations to the Quarter 

in first month 2019.  

 

“As Quakers we are part of community rooted in the experience of transformation.  This transformation 

is inward, it is personal, and it is collective.” – Ben Pink Dandelion, Open for transformation 

 

No one understood the power of service as an enabler of spiritual transformation more than our 

beloved committee member Naomi Paz Greenberg.  We ask the body to hold her in prayer and 

remember her dedicated service to the Quarter through her work on Quarterly nominating. 

 



 

Submitted in Friendship, 

New York Quarterly Meeting Nominating Committee 

 

David Britton 

Elizabeth Powers, clerk 

Carol Summar 

Charles Sirey 

  



Attachment A – Barbara von Salis request for release from Brooklyn Friends School Board of Trustees 

 

Hello Elizabeth, 
 
I would like to request release from the Brooklyn Friends School Board of Trustees, 
effective the school year of 2018-19, 
 
In Friendship, 
 
Barbara 
  



Attachment B – Janet Soderberg request for release from Cemetery Committee 

 

Hi Elizabeth, 
 
This note attests to my leaving the cemetery committee because of health concerns. I'm also the 
clerk of Friends in Unity with Nature. One committee is enough at this point in my life. 
 
In Friendship, 
Janet Soderberg 

  



Attachment C – Caroline Harting request for release from Great Lakes Region Education Committee 

 

 

    

 
Hi Elizabeth, 
 
I realized that I do not have the bandwidth to be a member of the NYQM Africa 
Education Committee, so I asked to be taken off. I actually decided to do this last year, 
and I thought Jim had contacted you, but I think I was mistaken. I think I also forgot to 
contact you myself. Sorry about that!  
 
Could you take me off the committee officially? Thank you! 
 
Someone who was supposed to come off the committee didn't, so I believe there isn't a 
gap in committee members. Marna, is that correct? 
 
I have been doing work for them with their newsletter email and will continue to help the 
committee out with emails and possibly a website. 
 
Cheers, 
Caroline 
 


