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New York Yearly Meeting’s Spring Sessions were hosted by the New York Quarterly Meeting and held 
at Brooklyn Friends School, Brooklyn, NY, April 6-8, 2018. The Host Task Group was clerked by 
Melanie-Claire Malison, NYYM’s Spring Fall Sessions Coordinator and Liaison, with Zachary 
Edminster, 15th St.; Hugo Lane, Flushing; Melissa Minnich, Brooklyn; Ben Warnke, Brooklyn; and 
convened by Ben Frisch, Brooklyn. Helen Garay Toppins coordinated both the registration and the 
hospitality. Callie Janoff coordinated the many volunteers who rose to help with all the seemingly small
things that made the weekend go smoothly.

Spring Sessions were attended by 131 adults and 4 youth. The Quarter offered hospitality to 14 
participants on Friday evening and 13 Friends on Saturday evening. Knowing the high demand for 
NYC housing that our out-of-town guests encounter, many Friends in the Quarter stepped up and 
volunteered to host visiting Friends. We found it a source of bemusement that not more hospitality was 
needed as many choose to stay further from the city. Pastries and beverages were offered for breakfasts 
with 120 for lunch and 92 for dinner on Saturday. Thirty eight people took box lunches on Sunday. 
Friday night opened with a “Human Scavenger Hunt” focused on ageism as we got to know each other.
Twelve committees met, a threshing session to discern the way forward for NYYM took place on 
Sunday morning, and the Nurture Coordinating Committees were moved into other committees.

Four youth attended on Saturday afternoon and sojourned to the Brooklyn Historical Society, where 
they viewed the interactive exhibit Brooklyn Abolitionists: In Pursuit of Freedom and engaged in the 
library. The four teens in our Youth Program attended Meeting for Business on Saturday morning with 
their Whisper Buddies, so they got to learn about Quaker process and Quaker patience along with the 
rest of us! One young Friend spent his Saturday microphone running and assisting at the Registration 
table. Saturday evening several Friends were treated to an 1-1/2 hour guided meditation with Abby 
Burford of Chatham-Summit Meeting. While our four attending youth seemed to gain much from their 
attendance at Spring Sessions, a lack of children was felt throughout the weekend.

Although time for organizing this Spring Sessions was unusually short, the weekend went well. Two 
significant drawbacks emerged while using Brooklyn Friends School; the two steps up to the front 
doors and the small steps in the meeting house were not in accordance with NYQM’s desire to be fully 
handicapped accessible, and service animals posed a problem for children and dander. 

Friends were generous in their donations to the Equalization Fund and we were pleased to assist 
Friends that requested help to attend.


